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Announcement

PEN International has sent an update regardingrtlest of Bigra Ersanli, a professor of political
science, a constitutional law expert and a histoaiaMarmara University in Istanbul, and others.
Ersanli, author of the book “Peace and History,5\i@mally charged under the Anti Terror Law
today. Please see below for this new developmeathdpe that you can send the recommended

urgent appeal immediately. Please remember to imrifeur professional capacity.
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TURKEY: WRITER AND ACADEMIC RAGIP ZARAKOLU FORMALLY
CHARGED ALONGSIDE PROFESSOR BUSRA ERSANLI

The Writers in Prison Committee of PEN Internatiohas
learned that writer, academic and publisher Ragipakblu
has today been formally charged under the AntioFeraw,
alongside Professor Bia Ersanli. PEN has received further
details that lead it to fear that the charges alated to the
exercise of their right to freedom of expression.

As reported by PEN on 31 October, Zarakolu wasstede
alongside Professor Bia Ersanli as part of mass arrests two days eaf&N
understands that Zarakolu has been charged withmbeeship of an illegal
organisation”’—reportedly related to a speech heeratdan event by the pro-Kurdish



Peace and Democracy (BDP) party, and articles shasdi in the newspaper Ogiir
Gundem (Free Agenda). He has reportedly filed greap However, Zarakolu faces
months in pre-trial detention if this is unsuccabsPEN International is seeking further

details in relation to his detention.

This afternoon, Zarakolu and Ersanli were takethéolstanbul Courthouse. Bianet.org
reports that during their hearing hundreds of peaalthered outside the courthouse in
protest. They allegedly held copies of Ersanl’'ekb@eace and History’ and chanted
slogans demanding their release. Over 40 othevithdils who were also arrested on 28

October 2011 were taken to the hearing and substyguaetained pending investigations.

BACKGROUND:
Please see yesterday’s appealatw.concernedhistorians.org/ca/68.pdf

PLEASE SEND APPEALS:
**Condemning the charges against Ragip Zarakolu Rrafessor Bgra Ersanli which
appear to have resulted from their exercise of tirgt to free expression, and calling for

their immediate release.

SEND APPEALS TO:

*Mr Sadullah Ergin
**Minister of Justice
**06669 Kizilay

**Ankara

*Turkey

**Fax: 00 90 312 419 3370

Also to the Turkish ambassador in your country.

**Please contact NCH if sending appeals after 30evaber 2011**



