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Historical Origins of the Confederate Monument at the University of North Carolina 
 
The following timeline of the conception, development, and realization of the Confederate 
monument (known as “Silent Sam”) at the University of North Carolina draws on relevant 
documents in University Archives and the North Carolina Collection in Wilson Library, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. All of these documents are publicly available both 
in their original form and in digitized collections. A compilation of all of the currently identified 
records related to this history can be accessed at “A Guide to Resources About UNC’s 
Confederate Monument” (https://exhibits.lib.unc.edu/exhibits/show/silent-sam/archives). This 
guide was created by University Archives staff members in 2016. It built on work begun in 2010 
by UNC graduate students and archivists. It has been updated as new documents have been 
found. 
 
 
Documents: 
 
Oct. 13-15, 1907, Resolution, UDC-NC Minutes, 11th Annual Convention, p. 71 (Exhibit A): 
 

Excerpt: 
“Mrs. James Kenan then introduced the following resolution, which was passed: ‘That 
the next work undertaken by the North Carolina Daughters, be the erection, on the 
campus at the State University, of a monument to the students and faculty, who went out 
from its walls in 1861 to fight and die for the South.’” 

 
June 1, 1908, UNC Board of Trustees Minutes, v. 11, p. 175-177: Board of Trustees approves the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy’s request for a monument to be erected on campus (Exhibit 
B): 
 

Excerpt (p. 177): 
“A request was presented from the Daughters of the Confederacy, North Carolina 
Division, signed by the following members of a Committee appointed at their State 
Convention in Greensboro, Oct. 10th 1907, Mesdames James G. Kenan, Chairman; B. F. 
Long, H. A. London, Hm M. D. Robinson, B. W. Tyree, Chas Aycock, H. E. Faison, B. 
H. Griffin, C. W. Tillett, Cuthbert Martin, Kenneth Nixon, Jas C. MacRae, E. J. Hale & 
Josephus Daniels, and asking permission “to erect a handsome & suitable monument on 
the grounds of our State University, in memory of the Chapel Hill boys who left college, 
1861-1865, and joined our Southern Army in defense of our State;” and, on motion, the 
request was granted.” 
 

June 9, 1908, Francis P. Venable to Annie Hill (Mrs. James G.) Kenan: reports that the Trustees 
like the idea of a memorial and think a memorial gateway to the campus would be appropriate 
(Exhibit C). 
 

Excerpt: 
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“The Trustees were much pleased by the suggestion by the N.C. Division and will be 
glad to cooperate with you in any way. It was suggested that a very appropriate memorial 
would be a memorial gateway to the campus.” 
 

 
Oct. 13-15, 1908, Report, UDC-NC Minutes, 12th Annual Convention, p. 72-77: Mrs. Kenan 
reported that the UNC trustees approved of the monument idea (Exhibit D). 
 

Excerpt: 
“The Chapel Hill Monument report was then read by Mrs. Kenan, together with a letter 
of approval of the work. This report was approved as read, with the exception that each of 
the Daughters pay fifty cents towards it each year.” 

 
March 20, 1909, Kenan to Venable: grateful for his help, appreciates the idea of a gateway, and 
describes her vision of a statue/monument (Exhibit E). 
 

Excerpt: 
“I hope it will not be many years before it will stand silent & alone, on our beautiful 
University grounds, reminding future generations of the sacrifice of those men, nothing 
can dim…. 

 
Sept. 24, 1909, Venable to Kenan: Venable is confident that the UDC, University alumni, and 
Trustees can raise money toward the estimated $5,000 or $6,000 cost of a monument (Exhibit F).  
 

Excerpt: 
“I do not know just how much the Daughters of the Confederacy in this State can raise, 
but I am confident that a goodly sum can be raised from the alumni and that the Trustees 
will supplement this out of the University funds; certainly, I shall strongly urge that upon 
them. By pulling together we should be able to raise this amount and the monument could 
be unveiled at the Commencement of 1911, when we next gather here the students of the 
antebellum days … and have a great re-union.” 

 
October 5, 1909, Kenan to Venable: confirming arrangements for Venable to speak at the UDC 
annual meeting about the proposed monument (Exhibit G). 
 

Excerpt: 
I went down to Wilmington to see Mrs. Parsley Pres of the Wilmington Chapter U.D.C. 
to be sure that I could get a suitable time for your little talk to the Daughters…. Mrs. 
Parsley says she would like for you to attend Thursday a.m. instead of Friday for some of 
the Daughters will be leaving Friday. … I think the Daughters are much pleased at the 
idea of your talking to them & I hope you will place before them many reasons why we 
should build a handsome monument at the State University.” 

 
Oct 13-15, 1909, Venable address, UDC-NC 13th Annual Convention, p. 65-67 (Exhibit H):  
 

Excerpt: 
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“The placing of the monument on the campus is not a local matter, for North Carolina 
and the University are inseparable. The pages of the civil history of the State are filled 
with the deeds of University men. … There were all told more than 1,000 University men 
in the struggle between the States, enlisting from various States of the South and out of 
this number one-third were killed. At least 40 per cent, of the students entered the 
military service which is a record not equaled by any other institution.” 

 
February 25, 1910, Venable to Kenan: Venable likes the proposed design that Mrs. Kenan sent 
him from John Wilson, and asks that the check she sent for his travel to address the UDC be used 
for the monument (Exhibit I). 
 

Excerpt: 
“My desire in regard to this monument is to have it appear not as a monument to the dead 
but to a noble ideal and as marking the heroic period of the University’s history. I hope 
that the Committee will agree with me in this. With regard to the check which you so 
kindly enclosed, I hope you will permit me to devote this to the monument.” 

 
March 1, 1910, Venable to Wilson: Venable likes Wilson’s design but fears the committee will 
not be able to raise that much money (Exhibit J). 
 

Excerpt: 
“If there is any possible reduction in the price I shall be glad to know so that I can present 
it to [the committee] at the time of the meeting. 

 
April 23, 1910, Venable to Wilson: Committee has met and is “favorably inclined” to Wilson's 
design but are “staggered at the cost.” Venable asks what the lowest price would be (Exhibit K). 
 
April 25, 1910, Wilson to Venable: Description of how the figure will be an original design and 
not a stock figure or replica. Sets price at $7,500 for the statue, pedestal, and relief. Wilson 
confirms that the monument can be made larger and match the surrounding buildings (Exhibit 
L). 
 
April 28, 2010, Venable to Wilson: Writes to report that the committee would like to add three 
more bronze tablets to the pedestal, including a “brief statement that this monument was erected 
through the efforts of the Daughters of the Confederacy,” and asks for what that would cost 
(Exhibit M). 
 
May 23-25 1910, correspondence between Venable and Hale: At some point in the spring, it was 
decided to add UNC trustees to the monument committee in an advisory capacity. That 
committee included President Venable, Julian S. Carr, Thomas S. Kenan, E. J. Hale, and Henry 
A. London, who was also secretary of the Alumni Association and husband of Mrs. Bettie J. 
London (Exhibit N). 
 
August 9, 1910, Venable to London: Writes for an update and to say that he can now return to 
the matter of the monument, “in which I take the greatest interest.” (Exhibit O) 
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Excerpt: 
“I wish to get matters in shape for a vigorous campaign to secure the necessary funds for 
this memorial.” 

 
 
August 1910, London to Venable: She reports on meeting with Wilson in Pittsboro to look at 
sketches and discuss the design. She asked Wilson about the contract and explained that she 
would not know how much the UDC would have in pledges until after the annual meeting in 
October (Exhibit P). 
 

Excerpt: 
“I asked who was to sign the contract – He did not know. I told him some of us women 
could do it of course. It would be worthless. He asked how much money we had in hand 
– I told him very little. We expected to get our part in October at Convention. A contract 
has to be entered into. He evidently means to trust us. I think that your name and 
correspondence has convinced him he will get his pay – though his custom I believe is to 
get 1/3 down in the start.” 

 
August 26, 1910, Venable to Wilson: Venable tells Wilson that the UDC does not yet have the 
funds raised for the project. He explains that he cannot sign a contract without knowing that most 
of the funds are raised because it would make the University responsible financially, something 
that would take Council of State approval. He advises postponing things (Exhibit Q). 
 

Excerpt: 
“I am determined that the monument shall be placed here and as soon as possible will 
undertake the further collection of funds, but you should have a signed contract for your 
work and I cannot sign such a contract until I see the money either altogether or almost 
entirely in hand.”   

 
Sept. 5, 1910, Venable to Wilson: Venable explains that the University cannot divert funds from 
state-appropriated monies, and that he had hoped for a large contribution from one donor but that 
did not come through. Both UDC and he will raise more money (Exhibit R). 
 

Excerpt: 
“I had based my hopes on a large contribution from one who I thought was deeply 
interested and was well able to pay the largest part of the expenses, but so far I have been 
disappointed in this.” 

 
October 6, 1910, London to Venable: Mrs. London reports that she has spoken to Mrs. James 
Sprunt, who will make a gift toward the monument. She also writes that she “will ask the 
Division to give you a contribution from its treasury.” (Exhibit S) 
 
October 12-14, 1910, Chapel Hill monument committee report, UDC-NC 14th Annual 
Convention, p 66-68 (Exhibit T). 
 

Excerpts: 
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(p. 66) “After examining the beautiful designs, … the joint committee decided on the one 
sent by Mr. John Wilson…. He had changed it somewhat at the suggestion of the 
committee, and considerably reduced its price for us. Its cost will be $7500. It is thought 
that the alumni will give a great part of it, if the Daughters will give $1500. 
 
(p. 68) “The name of each contributor to be sent with the amount to the State Division 
Treasurer. These names will be enrolled in a book at Chapel Hill. For Dr. Venable keeps 
the names of every person who gives a cent to the University.” 
 

January 1911, Venable to James Sprunt: Venable acknowledges that he knows that Mrs. Sprunt 
has been added to the monument committee, and that he plans to “make the duties of the 
committee as light as possible” by taking care of things himself (Exhibit U). 
 

Excerpt: 
“I am glad to have Mrs. Sprunt connected with any of our interests here, but I know how 
very busy she is and how often she is called upon for service of this kind and I regret that 
this additional burden has been laid upon her. From now I will shall try to make the 
duties of the committee as light as possible and will attend to most of the business matters 
myself.” 

 
January 16, 1911, Venable to London: explains that he advised Wilson to postpone the work but 
that the university is still committed to the project. He has plans to raise money at the June 
Commencement, which includes a ceremony to honor living Confederate veterans (Exhibit V). 
 

Excerpt: 
“I wrote Mr. Wilson early in the fall that the University could not be responsible for the 
payment of the monument fund and I did not know how much money the ladies had but 
was sure that it was not enough to make it possible to make the payments on the contract. 
… It means a little postponement to our plans but it does not by any means indicate that 
we will not succeed. I have plans for the coming commencement which I think will 
insure our full success in this matter. I trust that the ladies will be able to raise $2500. Of 
course, if they can raise more, the time can be shortened in which we can secure the 
whole.” 

 
March 21, 1911 List of Donors: While not labeled as such, this list and the following list appear 
to be donations to the monument fund. One indication is the center column with a number, i.e., 
“258.” This might indicate UDC chapters; the Winnie Davis Chapter was #259. (Exhibit W) 
 
April 24, 1911 List of Donors: see above note. (Exhibit X) 
 
May 20, 1911, London to Venable: London reports on what the UDC has in hand in 
contributions; notes that she wants to keep contributions “from alumni & others” separate from 
the Chapter pledges. (Exhibit Y) 
 
 Excerpt: 
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“The chapters have been very slow in making good their pledges – about half dozen are  
trying to unveil their own monuments this summer.”   

  
May 22, 1911, Venable to London: reply to her report of UDC pledges and money-in-hand 
(Exhibit Z). 
 

Excerpt: 
“I am glad to hear that the collections already amount to $1100. You do not state what the 
pledges amount to but I suppose these cover the $2500. I understand how the chapters are 
busy with their local monuments and that we must be patient in this matter but I think the 
work is progressing rapidly. … I am very much in hopes that we can raise a goodly 
amount at commencement and so be in a position to give an order for the completion of 
the monument.”  

 
May 25, 1911, Venable to London: Venable explains further about the delay and his hopes to 
raise more funds from alumni at commencement (Exhibit AA). 
 

Excerpt: 
“I consulted with the trustees and they agreed with me that it was simply impossible to 
bind the University with any part of it. … The U.D.C.’s had very little money in the 
treasury and I could not see where the balance was to come from immediately. I made 
one or two appeals trying to get the amount given in large contributions but could not 
succeed. … I hope very much that we can go a long ways towards raising this fund at 
commencement and can then see the completion of the fund so that the order may be 
placed and Mr. Wilson can get to work again.” 

 
May 29, 1911, List of Contributors and Contributions, General Alumni Association meeting, 
signed by H. A. London, secretary of the Alumni Association. NOTE: This appears to be a list of 
pledges made at the Alumni Association meeting, with later written notes that record payments 
on the pledges. Note that subscriptions (pledges) to be paid before June 1912 or “may be called 
for by the bursar of the University.” (Exhibit BB) 
 
June 5, 1911, Venable to London: alumni have pledged $5,000 of the monument cost, the UDC 
expected to produce $2,500, making them responsible for 1/3 of the funds and the alumni 2/3 of 
the funds ((Exhibit CC). 
 

Excerpt: 
“I know that you were glad to hear the good news that the alumni had subscribed the 
$5000 on the monument fund, providing for over $4000 of it on the spot. … I hope that 
the U.D.C. chapters can raise at least $2500. I understand that more than half of this 
amount is already in hand in cash and pledges. It should be easily possibly to raise the 
balance during the coming year. This will make the proportion of the U.D.C.’s one-third 
and that of the alumni two-thirds.” 
 

June 5, 1911, Venable to Wilson: Venable reports that the money has been raised and they are 
ready to sign a contract (Exhibit DD).  
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Excerpt: 
“If you will send a copy of the usual form of contract, I will arrange for its signing.” 
 

June 12, 1911, Venable to J. M. Wiggins, Jr.: Example of a Venable request to support the 
University monument (Exhibit EE). 
 

Excerpt: 
“A fitting monument is to be erected on the campus this year to the sons of the University 
who heard the call of their country and served in the War of 1861-65. … The monument 
is to cost $7500. About $1000 is needed to complete the raising of this fund. I am writing 
to ask you to give ten dollars. I hope very much you can aid me in finishing this task 
which has been a labor of love for the University.” 

 
June 16, 1911, Wilson to Venable: Letter with contract (Exhibit FF).  
 

Excerpt: 
“Enclosed please find the contract for the Chapel Hill monument, made out in the usual 
form. As I did not know whether to name you or Mrs. London as part of the second part, I 
left that for you to fill in.” 

 
June 17, 1911, Venable to London: Venable recommends that funds raised by UDC be 
transferred to the University Bursar(Exhibit GG). 
 

Excerpt: 
“I think it would be well to have the amount in the hands of the Treasurer of the U.D.C.’s 
transferred to the Bursar of the University as soon as possible. I have heard from Mr. 
Wilson and he will send the contract for me to sign in a few days.” 

 
June 19, 1911, Venable to London: Venable inquires as to whether she would prefer to sign the 
contract and have the UDC treasurer make payments. If that is the case, Venable notes that he 
will direct the alumni contributions to go to the UDC (Exhibit HH). 
 

Excerpt: 
“I enclose a letter and contract received to-day from Mr. John Wilson. … I have assumed 
that you would prefer the business end of this to be handled by me, but it is entirely 
satisfactory to me if you wish to sign this contract and to have the payments made by the 
Treasurer of the U.D.C.’s. In that case, Mr. London, who is secretary of the alumni 
association, could make the collections for the alumni association and turn over the 
amount to your treasurer. … Either method of handling this matter will be satisfactory as 
far as I am concerned. Of course, Mr. Wilson understands that my signing this does not 
bind the University nor myself personally.” 

 
June 21, 1911, London to Venable: London writes, “Of course I do not wish to sign it. You are 
the proper one to do so.” (Exhibit II) 
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Excerpt: 
“Your letter with the contract for the monument was received last night. Of course I do 
not wish to sign it. You are the proper one to do so. … Mr. London says he prefers for the 
business end of it to be handled by you. The money to be collected and turned over to 
you or the burser (sp.), I think he said. I’ve written to the Treasurer for her last statement, 
and also to Mrs. Williams [state UDC president] for her “OK.” I will attach mine to it, 
and send the order for the money to be transferred to you.” 

 
June 21, 1911, Miss Mary Gilchrist (UDC) to Venable, with names of additional donors to the 
U.D.C. for the monument fund from Robeson County (Exhibit JJ). 
 

Excerpt: 
“It gives me pleasure to enclose the following names of gentlemen who have contributed 
to the Boy Soldiers Monument Fund. These are not the only contributors to the fund from 
Robeson County. Mrs. McIntyre Treas. of the Robeson Chapter U.D.C. has already sent 
in quite a large list of names from Lumberton.” 
 

June 21, 1911, A.B. Andrews Jr. to Venable: response to Venable’s request to make a payment 
on his pledge for the monument. (Exhibit KK) 
 

Excerpt: 
“The amount is not what you asked but calls for a Y.M.C.A. building in Raleigh, the 
endowment of St. Mary’s School, the Greek Memorial in the University Library, and the 
proposed bust of Judge Ruffin to be erected by the lawyers have all come at once. In 
addition I recently made a small contribution to the same fund to the Daughters of the 
Confederacy who had assumed the raising of a part of the monument.” 

 
June 29, 1911, Contract signed by UNC Francis P. Venable, UNC professor and registrar 
Thomas J. Wilson Jr., and Frank A. Richardson. (Exhibit LL) 
 
October 25-27, 1911, UDC-NC 15th Annual Convention, selected pages (Exhibit MM): 
 

Excerpts: 
(p. 13) President’s Report – “Mrs. London has worked heroically for the Boy Soldier 
Monument at Chapel Hill, and the Alumni of the University last June pledged themselves 
to aid us in raising the fund necessary for this work.” 
 
(p. 50) Treasurer’s Report – shows disbursements to UNC totaling $1453.13. 
 
(p. 73-75) Chapel Hill Monument report – “While we have given for the Chapel Hill 
Monument $1450, we must remember that a large portion of it was collected outside the 
chapters—most of which collections were from Alumni of the University. So that we 
have not yet fulfilled our pledge for this monument.” 

 
February 24, 1912, Board of Trustees Minutes, v. 11, p. 340: Executive Committee Meeting, Feb 
24, 1912, year-end President’s Report included the following (Exhibit NN):  
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Excerpt: 
“Through the contributions of the United Daughters of the Confederacy and the alumni a 
fund of $7,500 has been secured for the erection of a Soldiers’ Monument on the campus. 
I welcome this not merely as a beautiful ornament to the grounds of the University but as 
fitly marking the heroic period of the University’s history and furnishing for all coming 
generations of students who shall gather here a lesson in devotion to the call of duty.” 

 
March 29, 1913, Venable to London: plans for unveiling ceremony. (Exhibit OO) 
 

Excerpt: 
“Mrs. Williams [Mrs. Marshall Williams, president of the NC Division, UDC] suggests 
that both you and herself should say something and that strikes me as eminently 
appropriate. I doubt whether it would be wise, however, to have any other speech n 
addition to these than the one to be delivered by Governor Craig.” 
 

May 15, 1913,Venable to H.A. Allard: Reminder to pay on his class’s pledge for the monument. 
(Exhibit PP) 
 
May 16, 1913,Venable to F.H. Rogers: Reminder to pay on his class’s pledge for the monument. 
(Exhibit QQ) 
 
June 2, 1913: Program of the “Unveiling of the Confederate Monument” (Exhibit RR) 
 

Speeches: 
Introduction of Governor Locke Craig –  Major Henry A. London 
Oration –      Governor Locke Craig 
Address –      Mrs. Marshall Williams,  

President of the North Carolina Division, United Daughters of the Confederacy 
Presentation of the Monument –   Mrs. Henry Armand London,  

Chairman of the Monument Committee 
Acceptance of the Monument –   President Francis P. Venable,  

President of the University 
Thanks of the Student Veterans –   General Julian S. Carr 

 
Oct. 8-10, 1913, UDC-NC Minutes, 17th Annual Convention, selected pages. (Exhibit SS) 
 

Excerpts: 
(p. 13) President’s Report – “The monument cost $7,500 and the Daughters were greatly 
aided by the Alumni of the University.” 
 
(p. 50-51) Monument Committee Report – “The Chapel Hill monument was unveiled 
during the last commencement at the University. … Dr. Venable and others have worked 
unceasingly for it and now it stands there for all time and it will be an object lesson to all 
future generations ….” 

 



 
 
10

UNC Board of Trustees Minutes, vol. 11, May 1904-September 1916: Bursar and Treasurer 
reports that note Monument Fund activity. (Exhibit TT) 
 
October 26, 1914, Trustees Minutes, v. 11, p. 482: Resolution offered and adopted that the “any 
balance which may still be due shall be paid by the University” if subscriptions not collected. 
(Exhibit UU) 
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SOURCES:  
 University of North Carolina Papers (University Archives #40005), Wilson Library 
 Board of Trustees of the University of North Carolina Records, 1789-1932 (University 

Archives #40001), Wilson Library 
 United Daughters of the Confederacy, North Carolina Division, Minutes of the Annual 

Conventions, 1908-1914, North Carolina Collection, Wilson Library 
 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, SEE: 
https://exhibits.lib.unc.edu/exhibits/show/silent-sam/archives 
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Exhibit E 



Annie Hill (Mrs. James G.) Kenan to Francis Venable, March 20, 1909 
 
Wallace, N.C. 
March 20, 1909 
 
My dear Dr. Venable, 
 
Your letter just arrived & I thank you so much for the contr of gateway, & your kind suggestion. 
The University ought to have a handsome gateway & I will bring the matter up before the 
committee. No indeed – we have not given up the idea of building this memorial to our Chapel 
Hill soldier boys – I have the work of proposing this undertaking, & I shall devote my life to it, 
until it is finished & turned over to my State. With your kind help, I feel much more able to 
undertake it. I have appealed for concerted action in the State U.D.C. Div but it is nigh to 
impossible to get my Chapter interested as they should, hence the delay. My idea was to erect a 
handsome Confederate statue with heavy gray granite base mounted by a pedestal; on one side in 
bas relief a student in the position of action with his books thrown down at his side. On another 
side the Confederate & N.C. flags -- & “Confederate” above -- & on the 3rd side an inscription 
from the Daughters of the Confederacy & on the 4th sides some historic dates & items______ 
young men of the South should know & mounted on this pedestal a ________ d_______ [written 
up the side]. I feel this sight should be a part of our State history; teaching, the vanquished are as 
worthy as the victors & it seems to me, a statue would be more dignified & impressive – but this 
is only my idea & I am always willing to yield to more creative _________. I want you to feel at 
perfect liberty to advise & help direct in any way. I have done nothing in the way of work yet, as 
the Daughters had several undertakings to lay aside – but we will get to work on it before long & 
I hope it will not be many years before it will stand silent & alone on our beautiful university 
grounds reminding future generations of the record of these men, nothing can dim. Could you 
advise me how to get a design drawn as I have described to you? I will thank you so much. I 
intend writing an appeal for the project, sending ____ News & Observer thinking in that way to 
reach the people. I am sending you under separate cover one of our U.D.C. Minutes with my 
speech in it. I hope to go out to Chapel Hill some time and talk the whole matter over with you. 
Thank you again for your kind interest & with high regard. 
 
Yours very truly, 
Annie Hill Kenan 
 















Exhibit F 



Francis Venable to Mrs. James G. Kenan, Sept. 24, 1909 
 
 
Mrs. James Kenan, 
Wallace, N.C. 
 
Dear Mrs. Kenan: 
 
I have been thinking a good deal about the proposed monument to the students of the University 
who entered Confederate service. I believe that your original plan was the wisest one and that 
really the only fitting memorial would be an artistic statue on the University grounds which 
would possibly cost some $5000 or $6000. I do not know just how much the Daughters of the 
Confederacy in this state can raise, but I am confident that a goodly sum can be raised from the 
alumni and that the Trustees will supplement this out of the University funds; certainly, I shall 
strongly urge that upon them. By pulling together we should be able to raise this amount and the 
monument could be unveiled at the Commencement of 1911 when we next gather here the 
students of the antebellum days as well as hundreds of others who have been to the University 
since, and have a great re-union. 
 
The gateway that I mentioned before does not now appeal to me as in every respect worthy and I 
am sure that I can secure the gateway by other means. 
 
I will try to secure a preliminary sketch of the monument if you approve of it and then if some of 
the ladies of your Committee can visit the University, we can settle other details. 





Exhibit G 



Anne Hill (Mrs. James G.) Kenan to President Francis P. Venable, Oct. 5, 1909 
 
Wallace, N.C. 
Oct. 5, 1909 
 
My dear Dr. Venable, 
 
I went down to Wilmington to see Mrs. Parsley Pres of the Wilmington Chapter U.D.C. to be 
sure that I could get a suitable time for your little talk to the Daughters. Of course we are 
suppoed to work on schedule time & they allotted me a half hour for the talk. Mrs. Parsley says 
she would like for you to attend Thursday a.m. instead of Friday for some of the Daughters will 
be leaving Friday. So I will meet you & hope you will not be inconvenienced by the change of 
day. Please write me what train you will be in on. I think the Daughters are much pleased at the 
idea of your talking to them & I hope you will place before them many reasons why we should 
build a handsome monument at the State University to the future __________ history. Please let 
me hear if Thursday will suit you instead of Friday. With kind regards 
 
Yours truly 
Annie H. Kenan 









Exhibit H 











Exhibit I 





Exhibit J 





Exhibit K 



Francis P. Venable to John __ Wilson, April 23, 1910 
 
April 23, 1910 
 
Mr. John Wilson 
400 Northampton St. 
Boston, Mass. 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
The committee of ladies appointed by the United Daughters of the Confederacy met on Thurday 
and considered carefully the designs before them. They are favorably inclined to your designbut 
are staggered at the cost.  
 
In your last letter of March 22nd you state that “under such circumstances you would make a 
sacrifice from your original proposition.” Please let meknow just what your lowest terms would 
be. 
 
Another point also arose, namely as to the pedestal. The site slected for the monument where it 
would be brought in contrast with large buildings and large oak trees caused them to feel that the 
pedestal should be more massive. 
 
I greatly regret that the model never reached us. We had only the photographs to go by. 
 
The selection of the design is to be completed at another meeting somewhere between May 10th 
and 17th. 
 
Very truly yours,  
Francis P. Venable 
President 





Exhibit L 





Exhibit M 





Exhibit N 





Exhibit O 





Exhibit P 



Bettie Jackson (Mrs. Henry A.) London to Francis P. Venable, August 1910 
Pittsboro, N.C., Friday 
 
Mr dear Dr Venable, 
 
I am indeed glad to know of your safe return -- & feel sure your trip was most delightful. Today 
we received a telegram from our son Jack from Seattle – saying he had reached the Bremerton 
Yard in good health &c -- & hoped to start for home across the Continent Sept. 1st.  
 
Now about Mr. Wilson – I’m sending you a photo he sent me – It is fine – but so far as I can see 
it is exactly like the other – with no changes made in it. He came here from the Hill and spent a 
day at our house – I liked him exceedingly. I had some veterans (insert above: Capt. London & 
Mr. London) to talk with him about the picture – we had out the Regimental sketches, and other 
books and he saw pictures of soldiers in uniform. All agreed that the coat was a more modern 
blouse – he said he would alter it – and make the shaft more massive – But you notice in the 
picture he does not yet give the measurements – I have written him asking for the measurements 
& will send on to you – we wish to get the correct pictures as soon as possible & have cuts made 
for the papers – I gave him a N.C. and several battle flags as models – for ____ to be carved on 
the shaft – Where did you think they should be placed? – It seems to me a flag would not ______ 
for what it is, unless of some size – Something was said about putting them on one of the sides – 
and some one suggested placing them instead of the wreath – but what was your idea? He said 
the inscriptions could be settled on later – I asked who was to sign the contract – He did not 
know. I told him some of us women could do it of course. It would be worthless. He asked how 
much money we had in hand – I told him very little. We expected to get our part in October at 
Convention. A contract has to be entered into. He evidently means to trust us. I think that your 
name and correspondence has convinced him he will get his pay – though his custom I believe is 
to get 1/3 down in the start. I’ll send you his reply to my letter – 
 
Written at top of page: 
How about the flags on one side – and state coat of arms on the other? Or did you wish the coat 
of arms? Thank you, Mr. London has nearly regained his strength. Yours truly, B. London 
 
I know Sallie is happy to have you at home 
 
Yours truly 
Mrs. Henry A. London 
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Bettie Jackson (Mrs. Henry A.) London to Francis P. Venable, October 6, 1910 
 
Pittsboro, N.C. 
6th Oct 
 
My dear Dr. Venable 
 
I sent the blue print of monument to Mr. Wilson as soon as I received back from Mrs. Williams. I 
have not heard from him since then. 
 
Herewith enclosed an old letter of his that you may wish to see. I think the branch of pine would 
be lovely. Did you tell him your idea about those flags on the blue print? I did not like them at all 
arranged in that way. Inst I wanted you & Sallie & Mrs. McNider to give him your opinion of 
them. The flag would be lovely if it could be properly displayed as to be easily recognized which 
these are not. Would you tell me what you ____ him about the blue print? 
 
I have written many letters & hope for some results. Mrs. Sprunt says she will give a 
contribution, but could do no work as her hands are full otherwise. I have written asking her to 
send her contribution to Mrs. Eugene Little, Treasurer, before Convention if possible.  
 
Am expecting a letter from Mr. Wilson every day. Will send it on to you. 
 
I shall ask the Division to give you a contribution from its treasury. Won’t Sallie go to 
Convention? I do hope so – for I shall need help. Of course Sophie will go as one of the 
monument committee. This must be a man’s pen. It won’t yield a dot! 
 
Your friend 
Bettie London 
Mrs. Henry A. London 
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Bettie J. London to Francis P. Venable, May 20, 1911 
 
Pittsboro, N.C. 
May 20, 1911 
 
My dear Dr. Dr. Venable, 
 
A letter from Miss Kornegay, Treasurer, written the 16th says that we have in treasury at that date 
$1073.21. I am sending today nearly another hundred from Chapter & some collections 
 
The Chapters hae been very slow in making good their pledges. About half dozen are trying to 
unveil their own monuments this summer. I have written the Committee ladies and cannot hear 
the result of collections outside of Chapter contributions.  
 
While swelling the amount sent in by a Chapter, these outside contributions from alumni & 
others, are not to be considered Chapter Contributions. That is a separate amount to itself from a 
chapter the way I look at it. The Chapter sent in, say, 175.00. 25 of this, Chapter donation – 10 
from Mr. X – 10 from Mrs. B – 50 from Sur. C – 5 from Mrs. M. – 75 from Mr. L.  
 
Now please tell me what to write in the papers to come out the Sunday before Commencement – 
And should it come from you or me? Write something for me to have put in or have it done 
under your name as University President. 
 
I pray you excuse this blotting letter. It is partly the paper, & partly the pen – which must be a 
man’s pen as it does not seem to yield ever a dot! I have written so many letters – and hope the 
Committee has had as much or more success than I. I had to write to stir the Chapters up. We 
will have 1500 all right from Chapters. 
 
Yours 
Mrs. London 
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Bettie London to Francis Venable, June 21, 1911 
 
Wednesday morning. 
6/21/1911 
 
My dear Dr. Venable, 
 
Your letter with the contract for the monument was received last night.  
 
Of course I do not wish to sign it. You are the proper one to do so. But I think we ought to go 
over his letters received by you, and me, from time to time, and see if there is any point left out 
which we had thought advisable, and he had agreed to. Comparing them with the contract.  
 
I think he is an honorable man and a gentleman – and will honestly try to please us but we (the 
Committee) ought to be perfectly satisfied before the contract is signed. Mr. London says he 
prefers for the business end of it to be handled by you. The money to be collected and turned 
over to you or the burser (sp.), I think he said. I’ve written to the Treasurer for her last statement, 
and also to Mrs. Williams for her “OK.” I will attach mine to it, and send the order for the money 
to be transferred to you. 
 
I agree with you that it would be best to come over soon and talk it over with you and the ladies 
– then appoint a committee meeting. I wrote you, and our letters crossed, that Mr. London and I 
would leave here in the cool of the early morning next Monday 26th for the Press Convention at 
Lenoir. Hoping that I could see you at the station for a little talk before leaving at 8 o’clock. 
 
If it would suit you better we could come up Sunday afternoon instead, and talk it over that 
evening, accepting your invitation to spend the night. 
 
Please let me hear from you at once so that we may make our plans according to your 
convenience.  
 
I will bring all the letters I have received about the monument, whenever I come, and turn them 
over to you. 
 
Very truly 
Your friend 
Mrs. Henry A. London 
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Miss Mary Gilchrist to President Venable, June 21, 1911 
 
Lumberton, N.C. 
June 21st, 1911 
 
Dr. Venable 
Chapel Hill, N.C. 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
It gives me pleasure to enclose the following names of gentlemen who have contributed to the 
Boy Soldiers Monument Fund.  
 
These are not the only contributors to the fund from Robeson County. Mrs. McIntyre Treas. of 
the Robeson Chapter U.D.C. has already sent in quite a large list of names from Lumberton. 
 
I exceedingly regret that this contribution from the County at large has been so small. Think you 
may possibly receive other contributions. 
 
Hope that the monument will prove beautiful and that we may unveil it surely next 
Commencement. 
 
I am 
 
Sincerely, 
 
(Miss) Mary Gilchrist 
Cor. Sec. Roberson Chapter U.D.C. 
Lumberton 
Robeson Co. 
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