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61/19. Commemoration of the two-hundredth anniversary of the
abolition of the transatlantic slave trade
The General Assembly,
Reaffirming the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1 which proclaimed
that no one shall be held in slavery or servitude and that slavery and the slave trade
shall be prohibited in all their forms,
Recalling that the transatlantic slave trade, which operated between the
fifteenth and late nineteenth centuries, involved the forced transportation of millions
of Africans as slaves, mostly from West Africa to the Americas, thereby enriching
the imperial powers of the time,
Honouring the memory of those who died as a result of slavery, including
through exposure to the horrors of the middle passage and in revolt against and
resistance to enslavement,
Recognizing that the slave trade and slavery are among the worst violations of
human rights in the history of humanity, bearing in mind particularly their scale and
duration,
Deeply concerned that it has taken the international community almost
two hundred years to acknowledge that slavery and the slave trade are a crime
against humanity and should always have been so,
Recalling that slavery and the slave trade were declared a crime against
humanity by the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, held in Durban, South Africa, from 31 August
to 8 September 2001, 2
Acknowledging that the slave trade and the legacy of slavery are at the heart of
situations of profound social and economic inequality, hatred, bigotry, racism and
prejudice, which continue to affect people of African descent today,
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Recalling paragraphs 98 to 106 of the Durban Declaration,2 and emphasizing,
in particular, the importance of the “provision of effective remedies, recourse,
redress, and compensatory and other measures at the national, regional and
international levels”, aimed at countering the continued impact of slavery and the
slave trade,
Recognizing the knowledge gap that exists with regard to the consequences
created by the slave trade and slavery, and on the interactions, past and present,
generated among the peoples of Europe, Africa, Asia and the Americas, including
the Caribbean,
Welcoming the work of the International Scientific Committee for the Slave
Route Project of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, which aims to correct this knowledge gap, and looks forward to its
report in due course,
Recalling resolution 28 adopted by the General Conference of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization at its thirty-first session,
proclaiming 2004 the International Year to Commemorate the Struggle against
Slavery and its Abolition, 3 and recalling also that 23 August is that Organization’s
International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition,
Noting that 2007 will mark the two-hundredth anniversary of the abolition of
the transatlantic slave trade, which contributed significantly to the abolition of
slavery,
Decides to designate 25 March 2007 as the International Day for the
1.
Commemoration of the Two-hundredth Anniversary of the Abolition of the
Transatlantic Slave Trade;
Urges Member States that have not already done so to develop
2.
educational programmes, including through school curricula, designed to educate
and inculcate in future generations an understanding of the lessons, history and
consequences of slavery and the slave trade;
Decides to convene, on 26 March 2007, a special commemorative
3.
meeting of the General Assembly on the two-hundredth anniversary of the abolition
of the transatlantic slave trade;
Requests the Secretary-General to establish a programme of outreach,
4.
with the involvement of Member States and civil society, including
non-governmental organizations, to appropriately commemorate the two-hundredth
anniversary of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade;
Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at
5.
its sixty-second session a special report on initiatives taken by States to implement
paragraphs 101 and 102 of the Durban Declaration aimed at countering the legacy of
slavery and contributing to the restoration of the dignity of the victims of slavery
and the slave trade.2
59th plenary meeting
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