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INTRODUCTION

The fifteenthAnnual Reporbf the Network of Concerned Historians (NCH) camsanews about the
domain where history and human rights intersege@ally about the censorship of history and the
persecution of historians around the globe, asrte@gdy various human rights organizations and
other sources. The fact that NCH presents this rebves not imply that it shares the views and
beliefs of the historians and others mentionedt.inrhis Annual Reportand all previousAnnual
Reportswere compiled by Antoon De Baets and revised hyridh Sennema. Please send any

comments to <antoondebaets@concernedhistorians.org>

Please quote as:

Network of Concerned Historian&nnual Report 200€http://www.concernedhistorians.org).
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AFGHANISTAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2008, President Hamid Karzai's government didielito implement the five-yeakction Plan for
Peace, Reconciliation and Justi¢epart of the Afghanistan Compact officially iated in December
2006). The legal status of an amnesty for war erédsi, passed by parliament in 2007, was still
unclear, but the debate was dominated by parlisamiamis such as Abdul Rabb al Rasul Sayyaf,
Burhanuddin Rabbani, and Taj Mohammad, all of wHwame been implicated in war crimes. No
effective accountability mechanism had been estabti and only a handful of those responsible for
serious violations of human rights and internatidnemanitarian law during three decades of conflict
(1978-2008) had been brought to justice, mostlptimer states under the principle of universal
jurisdiction.

[Sources: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009Londen 2009) 55-56; Human Rights Wat¥orld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 212.]

ALBANIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 1996.

SeeSerbia.

ALGERIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

During the internal conflict of 1992-2000, over J@W and perhaps as many as 200,000 Algerians
were killed. In May 2008, the United Nations Contest against Torture urged the government to
amend Articles 45 and 46 of the 2006 Decree impigimg the Charter for Peace and National
Reconciliation (Law 06-01), which gave immunity to the securityrces and allowed for the
punishment of victims and their families, humanhtsy defenders and others who criticized the
conduct of the security forces during the conflidte authorities had still not investigated the fat

thousands of people subjected to enforced disapgpear In May 2008, a senior official stated that
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5,500 families of victims of enforced disappearahad accepted compensation but that 600 others
had refused, insisting that they be told the traitlout the fate of their missing relatives. Latbg t
head of the National Advisory Commission for therRotion and Protection of Human Rights said
that 96—97 per cent of the families of the disappgehad accepted compensation, but gave no
details. Under Law 06-01, relatives can seek cosgt@n if they obtain a death certificate from the
authorities for the person who disappeared. Someliés complained that they were put under
pressure to obtain such certificates. Victims' fiési continued to be harassed when seeking truth
and justice.

[Sources: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 60-61, 62—63; Human Rights Watch,
World Report 2009Washington 2009) 444, 446.]

On 4 August 2008, a court in Constantine dismissezbmplaint brought by.ouisa Saker (née
Bousroual), president of the Association of the Hem of the Disappeared in Constantine, in
connection to the 1994 arbitrary arrest and disaggree of her husband, Salah Saker (1957-), a
teacher and member of the banned Salvation Isl&nmtnt (Front Islamique du Salut, FIS). On 26
March 2008, Louisa Saker had been convicted ofgaating in an unauthorized “unarmed march”
and received a suspended fine for having takenipartpeaceful demonstration in 2004 by families
of victims of enforced disappearance. She was #egudf other charges relating to undermining the
authority of public officials, violence and thetbut two other relatives of victims of enforced
disappearance were convicted in the same casd of #te charges and sentenced to one year's
imprisonment. In November 2008, the ConstantinerCobi Appeals upheld the conviction. The
Algerian authorities did not implement the MarchO80recommendations of the United Nations
Human Rights Committee in thBousroual and Saker v. Algeriease, which called for an
investigation into the enforced disappearance datS&aker. The February 2006 amnesty laws
barred courts from investigating complaints agaihstsecurity forces.

[Sources: Amnesty Internationdhternational Day of the Disappeared; Global Readkegional
Case Studies and Brief Country BackgroyR®L 36/001/2008; London 28 August 2008); Amnesty
International Report(London 2009) 63; Amnesty Internationahe Wire,37 no. 7 (August 2007) 2;
38 no. 7 (August 2008) 3; Human Rights Commit@emmunication No. 992/2001: Bousroual and
Saker versus Algeri@CCPR/C/86/D/992/2001; 24 April 2006); Human Rgki¥atch World Report
2009(Washington 2009) 446.]

See alsdviorocco.
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ANGOLA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2003.

On 20 March 2008, the Minister of Culture, BoaveatCardoso, announced that a commission for
the scientific research into the history of Angolieluding the battles fought in the civil war (1975
2002) such as the Cuito Cuanavale Battle in 19889-49vould be set up by the Ministries of
Education, Culture and the State Secretariat fgheli Education.

[Source: Angola Press Agency, “Creation of Hist®gsearch Commission Announced” (WWW-

text; Angola Press Agency; 21 March 2008).]

See alsdNamibia.

ARGENTINA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2008, Hugo del Campo (1941-2008) died. A historian working at severaivarsities (1966—
1975), including the Humanities Department of thévdrsidad Nacional del Sur (National Southern
University), Bahia Blanca, he was arrested togethtr many other lecturers in [November 1976)],
tried for “ideological infiltration” and imprisonefbr political reasons for six years. In 1983, heniv
to France and taught at the Universities of Pafisrid Marne-la-Vallée. He was the author_ok
anarquistas (1971; The Anarchists)Sindicalismo y peronismg1983; Trade-unionism and
Peronismo), ancel sindicalismo revolucionariq1985; Revolutionary Trade-unionism). His last
book, a history of Argentina between 1955 and 20@#ld be published posthumously.

[Source: J. Horowitz, personal communication (Deloem?008); http://www.hugodelcampo.com;

“List of the accused”.]

In November 1989Fduardo Kimel, a journalist and a historian graduated from BwseAdres

University, publishedLa Masacre de San Patrici6The San Patricio Massacre) (second edition
1995), a book about the murder of five clergymerthaf Palotine Order committed in July 1976
during the military dictatorship (1976-1983), inialh he criticized the handling of the case by the
authorities, among them a judge. He had writteterialia: “The evidence that the order to carry out

the murder had come from within the core of theatery structure in power checked the development
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of the [legal] investigation, bringing it to a sthstill”. In October 1991, this same judge sued fom
libel. In 1995, Kimel was sentenced for libel toeeyear suspended imprisonment and payment of a
heavy fine as compensatory damages. The case, ioh wie charge changed from libel to “false
imputation of a publicly actionable crime” and latgain to libel, eventually went to the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights. At the public hagrheld before the Court in 2007, Kimel stated
that “The greatest paradox [is] that the only persobe prosecuted and punished in connection with
the San Patricio massacre has been the journatiet wote the book”. In May 2008, the court
unanimously ruled that Kimel's freedom of expreasamd right to a fair trial had been violated, and
that the laws that protect against slander and illbArgentina violated the American Convention on
Human Rights.

[Sources: Inter-American Court of Human Rightgse of Kimel v. Argentina: Judgment of May 2,
2008[available at http://www.concernedhistorians.orgtemt_files/file/le/105.pdf]; C. Wendell,he
Right to Offend, Shock or Disturb: A Guide to Eviolu of Insult Laws in 2007 and 20@Reston,
VA, 2009) 84-85.]

Since 2003 Argentina has made significant prognegsrosecuting military and police personnel
responsible for “disappearances”, killings, andua during its last military dictatorship (1976—
1983). The executive branch actively encouragedettgrosecutions, reinforcing what began as a
legal challenge to impunity in the courts. In 1&@08, there were more than 400 people facing
charges for these crimes, the vast majority of whoene in pretrial detention. Several important
cases were reopened in 2003 after Congress anl#e®86 “Full Stop” law, which forced a halt to
the prosecution of all such cases, and the 1987 “Dbedience” law, which granted automatic
immunity in such cases to all members of the nmilitexcept those in positions of command. In June
2005, the Supreme Court declared the two laws wstitotional. In July 2008, the United Nations
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappeaes visited Argentina and noted that more
than twenty judgments had been handed down on fpatpes of past human rights violations and
that 1,000 criminal proceedings remained open.eSRU05, several federal judges have struck down
pardons decreed by the former President Carlos Meme 1989 and 1990 of former officials
convicted or facing trial for human rights violat® In April 2008, for instance, a federal appeals
court upheld the unconstitutionality of pardondamor of Jorge Rafael Videla, former head of the
military junta, and two others in a case regardirey“disappearance” of two businessmen.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 66; Human Rights WatcWorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 150-151.]

In April 2008, in the first judgment of its kind,s@aldo Rivas and Maria Cristina Gomez were
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sentenced to eight and seven years’ imprisonmesgentively for the “appropriation” of Maria
Eugenia Sampallo, the daughter of a couple who tereictims of enforced disappearance in 1977.
The ex-army captain who stole the child and gavetbehe couple was sentenced to ten years’
imprisonment. Also in April 2008, a court indictegven military officers in connection with the
“illegal appropriation” of babies from the militatyospital in Campo de Mayo while their mothers
were in detention. In July 2008, Jorge Rafael \adébrmer head of the military junta, was indicted
on similar charges.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 66.]

In December 2008, forensic investigators annouticedinding of thousands of bone fragments and
a wall with 200 bullet holes in the Arana policaatdment near Buenos Aires, the first time that a
mass burial site has been found in a former claimedetention centre. The process to identify the
remains has been initiated.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 66.]

See alscChile, Uruguay, Vatican.

ARMENIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2006.

SeeAzerbaijan, Switzerland, United States.

AUSTRALIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In February 2008, the government made an histqridogy to the “Stolen Generations"-Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people who as childremewforcibly removed from their families as a
result of government policy between 1870 and 19Hdwever, the government opposed
compensation. It pledged to “close the gap” betwiedigenous peoples and other Australians, but
opposed the United Nations Declaration on the Righindigenous Peoples.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 27, 69; Human Rights and Equal
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Opportunity CommissiorBringing Them Home: Report of the National Inguimjo the Separation
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Childré8ydney 1997).]

See alsdJnited Kingdom.

AUSTRIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

On 27 April 2009, Holocaust denieGerd Honsik (1941-) was sentenced to five years’
imprisonment by a Vienna Court. In 1992, he haealy been sentenced to eighteen months’
imprisonment, but he escaped to Spain where heawasted in August 2007 and extradited. His
recent sentence was heavier because he had repeéstddnial. He intended to appeal. His 1995
application to the European Court of Human Righas weclared inadmissible.

[Sources: http://www.concernedhistorians.org/contiles/file/le/51.pdf [1995 case];Keesings
historisch archie{2009) 263NRC Handelsblad28 April 2009).]

AZERBAIJAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 20 April 2007 ,Eynulla Fatullayev, a journalist who had been harassed by the gowarhior
years, was arrested, charged with libel, tried, serttenced to two and a half years’ imprisonment.
The charges were based on anonymous comments posted website in February 2007 and
attributed to Fatullayev, suggesting that both Aaganis and Armenian forces were responsible for
the massacre of hundreds of ethnic Azeri civilittogn the village of Xocal in 1992, during the war
in Nagorny Karabakh (1988-1994). (Another versidntte comments reportedly suggested that
Azerbaijanis were responsible for the 1992 massaitresidents of the town of Khodjali in Nagorno-
Karabakh.) Fatullayev denied being the author. Thert ruled Fatullayev had libeled both the
population of Xocal and Azerbaijani war veterans. ) October 2007, Fatullayev was sentenced to
an additional eight and a half years’ imprisonmentcharges of terrorism, incitement of ethnic
hatred, and tax evasion, despite the lack of pieistvidence. InRRealny Azerbaydzha(Real

Azerbaijan), a Russian language newspaper foungddunn he had published an article in which he
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argued that Azerbaijan’s support of the United &tgiosition on Iraqg made Azerbaijan more more
liable to an attack by Iran. In the article he ahsentioned some possible Azeri targets of such an
attack. The conviction was upheld by the appealstéo January 2008 and by the Supreme Court in
June 2008. He was reportedly held in solitary awrfient.

[Sources: Amnesty International, “Azerbaijan: EyaulFatullayev, Journalist Harassed and
Imprisoned” (WWW-text; 2008); International PEN, Zérbaijan: Eynulla Fatullayev” (WWW-text;
2008).]
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BAHRAIN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2008, decree 56/2002, which confers immunityrfrimvestigation or prosecution on government
officials alleged to be responsible for torture arler serious human rights abuses committed prior
to 2001, remained on the books. Despite the effifrtscal human rights groups to establish a means
for addressing such violations, the governmenstedi that the matter was closed. In its submission
to the United Nations Human Rights Council’s UnsarPeriodic Review mechanism in April 2008,
Bahrain stated “there are no cases of torturedrkihgdom”.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 450.]

On 16 December 2008, three young men aged 19 amge20detained while they were busy writing
slogans and pasting pictures and posters on this whithe Ras Rumman area in Manama, the
capital, in memory of victims of torture who wer#ldd in past years (especially in 1980-1990).
Each year on 17 December, Martyrs Day is held tornemorate those who died as well as those still
suffering as a result of torture in Bahrain. Claeethis event and during periods of unrest, it is
customary to see graffiti and portraits of martyrsthe walls of villages and cities. The authositie
usually send a security-backed group to scratchaadtwipe clean the graffiti and slogans after a
short period of display.

[Sources: Bahrain Center for Human Riglitsx Alert(28 January 2009)Keesings historisch archief
(2008) 709.]

In April 2009, journalist and writeAbbas Al-Murshid (?1978-) was detained when he returned
from a visit to Saudi Arabia, probably in connentiwith his critical writings on the so-called
Bandargate scandal (an alleged political conspibgogertain government officials to marginalize the
majority Shia community). Some of his books werafiszated, including two historical ones: a
volume of the six-volum&azetteer of the Persian Gulf, Oman and Centralbfgdy John Gordon
Lorimer (1870-1914) (probably the volume containingistory of Bahrain between 1602 and 1907)
andPortuguese Colonialism

[Source: Bahrain Center for Human Rightex Alert(15 April 2009).]
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BANGLADESH

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In April 2008, Foreign Adviser Iftehkar Ahmed Chowady discussed with the United Nations
Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, the possibilitylsfited Nations involvement in ending impunity
for atrocities in the 1971 Bangladesh independemee. However, as in the past, no official
Commission of Enquiry was established to investight war crimes, crimes against humanity, and
other serious violations of human rights and humaaiain law as a first step towards establishing
truth, justice, and full and effective reparatidios victims. No concrete action was taken by the
government to implement the 1973 International @srftribunals) Act.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationadReport 2009(London 2009) 76; Human Rights WatcWorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 221.]

BELARUS

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

In March 2007 the Union of Belarusian Writers complained thataBesian officials were imposing
state ideology on schools and banned certain watksh as those by Yanka Kupala (1882-1942;
penname of Ivan Lutsevich), a poet who had defetidedelarusian language against russification.
In the same month, books by well-known activistgshaf Belarusian diaspora, suchResople of the
Union of Belarusian Youthhy Yury Turonak , a Belarusian historian based in Poland, And-
Bolshevik uprisings and Partisan Struggle in Betaty Yuri Vitsbich , were confiscated from the
NGO World Association of Belarusians. In 1998, &eotbook of TuronakBelarus under German
Occupationhad reportedly already been withdrawn.

[Sources: Article 19Speaking Out for Free Expression, 1987—2007 anaiiskit.ondon 2008) 183;
Viasna (The Human Rights Office), “Search Held Batskaushchyna’ Office” (WWW-text; 17
March 2007).]

In the summer of 200X [confidential name] (1958-),a historian and anthropologist at the History
Department of Belarusian State University, MinsR91-2008), was forced to meet a KGB officer
and accused of collaboration with the European Hhities University-in-exile (EHU) in Vilnius,

Lithuania. The same day, the police accused hirhaving stolen a mobile phone. After several
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months of intense psychological pressure on himydiatives, and his collaborators, he resigned. In
March 2008, he became a visiting professor of Ehld academic co-director of the Center for
Advanced Studies and Education (CASE) in Lithuasua Belarus. In December 2008, he was
appointed dean at the EHU Arts and History Depantme

[Sources: Scholars at RisBummary Report of 2008 SAR/EHU Meeting & SymposiuXfilnius,
Lithuania(1 October 2008) 10; X, personal information (J&n@ecember 2008).]

On 25 March 2008, security forces reportedly userkssive force against demonstrators who had
gathered in the capital, Minsk, to commemorate dweeDay (the anniversary of the creation of the
Belarusian People’s Republic in 1918). Around a dmad demonstrators were detained and
subsequently sentenced to a fine or held in adimitige detention. The authorities took
unprecedented action against journalists who wevering the demonstration.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 77.]

BELGIUM

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

SeeCentral African Republic, Congo (Democratic ReptihlRwanda.

BOLIVIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

On 9 September 2008, the archive of the Instituteidhal de Reforma Agraria (INRA; National
Institute of Agrarian Reform), the library of thee@ro de Estudios Juridicos y de Investigacion
Social (CEJIS; Center for Legal Studies and SoBiesearch), and several other documentation
centers were looted and burned in Santa Cruz 8eeltaa by a paramilitary group, reportedly in order
to destroy evidence of the illegal occupation afigenous lands by large landowners. This act was
called a “memoricidio” (“memorycide”).

[Source:Manifiesto contra la barbarie, el genocidio y elmmaricidio: 9 de Septiembre, Dia aciago

de la destruccion de la memoria crucefa (BolifMWW-text; http://www.arxivers.org).]
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In October 2008, an extradition request was filéth the United States government regarding former
President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada (presiden998-1997 and 2002-2003) and two former
ministers. All were accused of involvement in gddecfor their role in the killings of 67 people
during demonstrations in El Alto in 2003. In Noveanl2008, several former ministers and military
officers were notified of charges in connectionhatite killings. However, there were concerns about
delays in starting oral proceedings. In the samatimdegislation was enacted which, in addition to
recognizing state responsibility, provides for cemgation for individuals injured during the
confrontations and for the relatives of those Kille

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 81-82.]

BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

Senior politicians and military officers indictedrfwar crimes committed during the 1992-1995 war
continued to be tried before the United Nationserdmational Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (ICTY). In July 2008, Radovan Karagzihe war-time Bosnian Serb president, was
arrested in Belgrade and transferred from Serbiah® Hague, thirteen years after his indictment.
Karadzt was charged with genocide (including at Srebrgnicames against humanity, and war
crimes. He did not recognize the court’s jurisdiotiA “not guilty” plea was entered on his behéif.
September 2008, prosecutors narrowed the geograpbpe of the indictment, but it remained vague
on charges of sexual violence. Ratko Mladic, fellioicted architect of the Srebrenica massacre,
remained at large. In November 2008, Karadéstified as a defense witness in the ongoing ICTY
appeal of Momcilo Krajisnik, a Bosnian Serb wartiteader convicted of crimes against humanity
[See Krajisnik’s judgment on http://www.concernedhistors.org/content_files/file/le/17.pdf] in
2006.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationdReport 2009(London 2009) 82-83, 283; Human Rights Watch,
World Report 2009Washington 2009) 349.]

In July 2008, a Dutch district court in The Haguted that it lacked jurisdiction to hear a civiaith
against the United Nations brought by some 6,0@Qives of Srebrenica massacre victims.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 350.]

The War Crimes Chamber (WCC) of the BiH (Bosnia &tefzegovina) State Court continued to
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prosecute those responsible for war atrocitieduly 2008, seven out of eleven accused were found
guilty of genocide committed at Kravica farm neaet®enica in July 1995. They were convicted of
killing more than 1,000 Bosniak men and sentenodoetween 38 and 42 years’ imprisonment. The
remaining four accused were acquitted of all chargre September 2008, the WCC launched a new
national war crimes strategy to address the baakdagses, which could involve as many as 10,000
suspects. According to the strategy, prosecuticefere the WCC would focus on “those who
planned the worst atrocities” during the war. Cslirt the two semi-autonomous entities of BiH
(Republika Srpska, RS, and the Federation of BamnéaHerzegovina, FBiH) continued to prosecute
war crimes cases. According to the OrganizationSecurity and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE),
RS prosecutors had brought a total of 21 indictsiagginst 44 accused, with district courts reaching
twelve verdicts and nine cases ongoing. In the FRightonal courts had decided a total of 85
verdicts against 119 defendants, with sixteen cstiés process. The discovery in August 200&of
mass grave near Kamenica, believed to hold theekodli up to one hundred victims of the 1995
Srebrenica massacre, was a reminder that Bosniaimermarked by the legacy of the 1992-1995
war.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 83; Human Rights WatcWorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 350.]

Almost thirteen years after the war ended in 1985, estimated 13,000 people still remained
unaccounted for. In 2008, the Missing Personstlnsti(Institut za Nestale Osobe, INO) started its
work at full capacity. In June 2008, the Internaiib Committee of the Red Cross donated its
database of missing persons to the INO, facilitatine establishment of a centralized system of
information on all missing people in Boshian andrdgovinan territory. In May 2008, the
Constitutional Court delivered two verdicts in ahing concerning 230 cases filed by the families of
missing persons. It found the applicants’ rightfamily and private life as well as their right to
freedom from inhumane treatment had been violatzhiise the state authorities had not opened
investigations into the enforced disappearancedaaths of their relatives.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 83—-84.]

In 2008, Mirsad Tokaca (?1955-), president of the Sarajevo-based NGO Raseand
Documentation Center (RDC; founded 2002), his famdind seventeen RDC employees received
death threats after in the RDC datab&ienan Losses in Boshia-Herzegovina 1991-1@850
known as theBosnian Book of the Depdhe total number of those killed in the Bosniarr Wwad
been estimated at almost 97,000 (57,500 militactinais; and 39,300 civilians, 33,000 of which were
Bosniaks, 4,100 Serbs, and 2,200 Croats), a musbrloate than the usual estimate of 200,000.
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Among Tokaca's critics was Smail Cekic, head of $aeajevo-based Institute for the Investigation of
Crimes against Humanity and International Law, whestioned Tokaca's research methods and
accused him of “fogging the essence and size ofémocide” of Bosniaks. Until 2002, Tokaca had
been secretary of the Bosnia-Herzegovina State Gssion on War Crimes Documentation. In the
same year, he turned down an offer to chair a aingibmmission at the level of the (Croat-Muslim)
Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina because of ingefit impartiality guarantees, and founded the
RDC.

[Source: D. Halimovic, “Bosnian Researcher CountsrWead, And Faces Threats For His
Methods”,Radio Free Europe/Radio LiberfWWW-text; 21 November 2008).]

See alsdviontenegro.

BRAZIL

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

Brazil has never prosecuted those responsibletfocides committed during its period of military
dictatorship (1964-1985). The 1979 amnesty law tmas far been interpreted so as to bar
prosecutions of state agents. In July 2008, thedwin of Justice, Tarso Genro, reopened the debate
by stating that torture was not a political crinrelaherefore not covered by the 1979 amnesty law.
His statements were dismissed by the Minister ofeBse and members of the armed forces. In
October 2008, the Brazilian Bar Association petitid the Supreme Federal Tribunal to rule on this
interpretation of the amnesty law. In a landmalinguin the same month, a civil court in Sdo Paulo
found Colonel Carlos Alberto Brilhante Ustra ciyilesponsible for acts of kidnapping and torture
during his time as director of a dictatorship iligeince agency in Sdo Paulo in the 1970s. However,
federal government lawyers announced that they avaigifend Ustra and his co-defendant in a
separate civil case, brought by federal public @casors, on the grounds that the amnesty law should
protect them from prosecution.

On 8 April 2009, the Inter-American Commission doman Rights stated that amnesties and
statutes of limitations could not be applied toy@$ against humanity that were committed during
the military dictatorship (1964-1985). The comnussialso addressed the legal issue of the
permanent sealing of official files related to eartmatters, which was introduced in May 2005. The
petition was brought by relatives of seventy pessfuncibly disappeared by the military during its

operations against the Araguaia Communist guemib&wement in 1972-1975. Because of the 1979
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amnesty law, no Brazilian official had been comsitfor human rights violations committed during
the dictatorship. The Supreme Federal Tribunal iwasstigating challenges to the amnesty law’'s
applicability to human rights violations (see above

[Sources: Amnesty Internationdkeport 2009London 2009) 85-86; Human Rights Watbtiorld
Report 2009(Washington 2009) 163; Human Rights Watéhrazil: Prosecute;Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights, IACHR Takes Case ag8irazil to the Inter-American Court (Press
release 16/09; 8 April 2009).]

BULGARIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2006.

In April 2007, a conference on the massacre of<fian civilians by irregular Ottoman troops in the
village of Batak in early 1876—a prelude to the rdual foundation of the Bulgarian nation in
1878—was canceled after Bulgarian media attackedintended approach. The conference,
scheduled for May 2007 in Sofia and organizedMwgrtina Baleva ([1972]-), an art historian
working at the Kunsthistorisches Institut, Free wénsity of Berlin, andJIf Brunnbauer (1970-), a
historian of Southeastern Europe at the Osteunogtitit, Free University of Berlin, was meant to
accompany an exhibition on the history of Batalaasmtional site of memory. The authors declared
that the number of victims of the massacre (est@that 12,000) was highly exaggerated and pointed
to inconsistencies in the national narrative. Tldso showed that one important source for the
historical imagination of the massacre was “TheaBatlassacre”, a 1892 painting by the Pole
Antoni Piotrowski, who had based this on fake phodphs with scenes of the massacre that he had
stagedn 1886-1988 but that were later believed to b&entic. Baleva and Brunnbauer used these
findings as evidence for the existence of antiAstastereotypes in Bulgaria. While several Bulgaria
historians, including from the Bulgarian Acdademify Sciences, joined the protests and Prime
Minister Sergey Stanishev and President GeorgidPamw (both historians) reacted in public, others
defended the scholars’ method. The scholars theesalffered their apologies and declared that
their intention was not to deny but to demystify tmassacre. However, the radical right-wing
political party Ataka and its television chann&katorganized a smear campaign against Baleva, in
which such newspapers dsud (Labor) and24 Tschassg24 Hours) participated. Baleva also
received written and oral death threats. Bozhidanittov, director of the National Museum of
History in Sofia and presidential advisor, declaired4 Tschasséhat he would sue both scholars for

denial of the massacre. In April 2007, Baleva aséturned from Bulgaria to Germany, where she
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lived anonymously. In June 2007, she filed a chagginstAtakaandSkat

[Sources: M. Baleva & U. Brunnbauer, ed®atak: Ein Bulgarischer ErinnerungsoffSofia/Berlin]
2007), 10-14, 157Berliner Zeitung(22 November 2007); U. Brunnbauer, personal infdiona
(October-December 2008Deutsche Welle(22 November 2007)Frankfurter Rundschau20
November 2007)Kdélner Stadt-Anzeigefl9 November 2007); M. Kraske & E. Schmitter, “Taarr
um ein Bild”, Der Spiege(19 November 2007) 748er Standard28 November 2007)5uddeutsche
Zeitung(23 November 2007).]

See alsdsreece.

BURKINA FASO

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2005.

BURUNDI

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In November 2007, a committee including represématof the government, the United Nations
(UN), and civil society was formed to guide poputansultations on the establishment of a Truth
and Reconciliation Commission and a Special Tribtmanvestigate and prosecute the most serious
crimes committed during the civil war (1993-2008Ithough the UN Peacebuilding Fund,
established by the UN Peacebuilding Commissiontritarted one million US dollars, the committee
did not organize consultations scheduled to stardune 2008. They were rescheduled for March
2009. President Pierre Nkurunziza wrested contfothe process from the first vice president,
contravening an agreement with the UN, and was kexbby the UN secretary-general. The
government continued to urge amnesty for war crinoggnes against humanity, and genocide,
despite UN opposition.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 94; Human Rights WatcWorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 42.]
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CAMBODIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2008, the Extraordinary Chambers in the CouttsCambodia (ECCC; the Khmer Rouge
tribunal)—a hybrid tribunal presided over by botAn@bodian and international judges to address
crimes from the Khmer Rouge era—continued to madw progress toward holding its first trials.
At the end of 2008, five senior Khmer Rouge offisieemained in detention, including Kaing Khek
lev (also known as Duch), the former chief of T&eng prison; Pol Pot's deputy, Nuon Chea;
former Khmer Rouge Foreign Minister leng Sary, ferrihmer Rouge Social Affairs Minister leng
Thirith, and former Khmer Rouge Head of State Kh&amphan. All were charged with crimes
against humanity and war crimes, except for lengitfih who was charged with crimes against
humanity only. Serious concerns remain about palitinterference in the court from the Cambodian
government, corruption among Cambodian personragk lof sufficient victim and witness
protection, and the limited number of cases brotgladdress the deaths of as many as two million
people during the 1975-1979 genocide. Criticisnthef tribunal mounted, with many Cambodians
saying they were losing interest as the procesggeédhon without tangible results. Several pre-trial
hearings were held at the ECCC. However the fiiat to take place, that of Duch, was postponed
until 2009 following a decision by co-prosecutassseek a broader indictment. By the end of 2008,
the ECCC Victims Unit had received over 1,100 cjpdrty applications, 34 of which had been
accepted, and around 1,700 complaints from victims.

[Sources: Amnesty Internation&geport 2009London 2009), 96; Human Rights Wat&€ambodia:

30 Years After Fall of the Khmer Rouge, Justick Bhiisive (Washington 5 January 2009); Human
Rights WatchWorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 232-233].

On 12 February 2009, the Education Minister laudctiee first history textbook that treated the
genocide of 1975-1979 for the third form of thes®tary school. Based ¢hHistory of Democratic
Kampuchea, 1975-1972007) byKhamboly Dy of the Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-
Cam), more than 500,000 copies were distributee DB-Cam book was the first scientific study
produced by a Cambodian about the genocide; but &is report evaded the question whether
Vietnam “liberated” or “occupied” Cambodia in Janua979.

[Sources: K. DyA History of Democratic Kampuchea, 1975-19fi8p://www.dccam.org; DC-Cam
2007); Le Monde(13 February 2009)Phnom Penh Postl7 October 2008)Straits Times(12
February 2009).]
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See alsd hailand.

CANADA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 15 April 2008, the Barrick Gold Corporation, ®oto, the world’s biggest gold mining company,
sued the publishing house Editions Ecosociété imtkéal for defamation and demanded six million
Canadian dollars in damages. In June 2008, theoBaympany also sued the same publisher for five
million Canadian dollars in damages in Ontario. @hé&s booksNoir Canada: Pillage, corruption

et criminalité en Afriqug2008; Black Canada: Plundering, Bribery, and @rim Africa), byAlain
Deneault (1970-), a lecturer at the Université de Québecaathdal (UQAM),Delphine Abadie

and William Sacher, discussed Barrick’'s responsibility in the expulsioh thousands of self-
employed miners and their families from the Bulyalmhmine in Tanzania in August 1996, in the
course of which 52 miners were reportedly burigdealln a section called “Thése 1: Homicide et
génocide involontaires” (“Thesis 1: Killings andvatuntary genocide”), the authors called for an
independent public inquiry into the events. The pany emphasized that those events took place
before its purchase of the property from SuttonoReses, Vancouver, in 1999. Deneault declared
that the book did not hold Barrick directly respibies for the incident, but rather presented opisjon
including Barrick's, on the case. Previously, Bekrihad apparently threatened to fBeardian
journalist Greg Palastwith defamation if he did not apologize for higpoet, which was the first
publication containing these allegations.

[Sources: A. Deneault, D. Abadie, W. Sachdojr Canada: Pillage, corruption et criminalité en
Afrique (Montréal: Ecosociété, 2008) 17—-Zfe Gazett¢l5 April 2008);Globe and Mail(\WWW-
text; 14 April 2008):The Militant(23 June 2008).]

See alsdPalestinian Authority, Rwanda.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 24 May 2008, Belgian authorities arrested Jearrd®Bemba, leader of the Movement for the
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Liberation of Congo (MLC). He was transferred toeTHague, where the International Criminal
Court (ICC) charged him with war crimes and crinagginst humanity, all allegedly committed in
the south of the Central African Republic (CAR)veen October 2002 and March 2003. In May
2007, the ICC prosecutor’s office had announced thavould monitor more recent events to
determine whether an investigation into crimes cdbach in the north of the CAR would warrant
investigation. On 10 June 2008, ICC Prosecutor Maseno-Ocampo addressed a letter to President
FrancoisBozizé noting that acts of violence committed ie tiorth would require sustained attention.
In August 2008, Ocampa’s letter resulted in a tefitem Bozizé to United Nations Secretary-General
Ban Ki-Moon, in which he asked the United Natioodrtercede in any possible ICC investigations
of crimes in the north pursuant to article 16 af t&C Rome Statute, which empowers the Security
Council to suspend court proceedings for up to wevehonths, renewable if required, to maintain
international peace and security. Security Couintdrcession is highly unlikely given that the only
ongoing ICC proceedings in the CAR pertain to ceansemmitted in the south in the 2002-2003
period, and there are no ICC investigations coringrine north at this point.

In September 2008, as part of the implementatibrthe comprehensive peace agreement,
parliament adopted a general amnesty law, whiclereal/crimes by government and armed political
forces between 15 March 2005, when President Fraribazizé came to power, and 13 October
2008, when the law was promulgated by the Presiddtitough the amnesty was not supposed to
cover crimes committed between October 2002 andcM&003, it granted immunity to several
political and military leaders of the 2002—2003 adeonflict. They included former President Ange-
Félix Patassé who was in power during the peridg, former defense minister and his former
presidential security aide. Such an amnesty lawldvoat preclude the International Criminal Court
from pursuing prosecutions for crimes under intéomal law.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 101; Human Rights WatdNorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 47.]

See alsdJganda.

CHAD

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In March 2008, the government convened a Commissidnquiry to investigate crimes committed

in the wake of the February 2008 coup attempt bgdiin rebels backed by Sudan. In September
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2008, the Commission issued a report that implec&eesident Idriss Déby’s Presidential Guard in
the disappearance of Ibni Oumar Mahamat Salelsgbkesman for a coalition of opposition parties,
and found that members of the Chadian securityefraere responsible for crimes including
arbitrary arrests, unlawful killings, torture, arape. Chadian government helicopters were charged
with indiscriminate attacks against civilians. Theport represented an important step toward
accountability, but did not identify specific petysors of abuses. A body established by the
government to continue the work of the Commissi@as womposed of ten ministers and the prime
minister—a lack of independence that suggests dinjiolitical willingness to push investigations
forward. No action was taken by the governmeniiplément the Commission’s recommendations.
[Sources: Amnesty Internation&geport 2009London 2009) 8; Human Rights Watdhiprld Report
2009(Washington 2009) 49.]

See alsé@enegal.

CHILE

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

According to official figures, 1,125 cases of hunmraghts violations committed during the military
government of General Augusto Pinochet (1973-1986)ained open; 3,195 had been subject to
investigation. By the end of 2008, 245 members e security forces had been convicted in
connection with 115 cases. At the time of his déaim a heart attack in December 2006, Pinochet
was under house arrest, facing prosecution foutertenforced disappearances, tax evasion, and
forgery. The Supreme Court had closed three previases against him on medical grounds, but
judges came to doubt that his mild dementia disfiedlhim from trial.

In June 2008, Manuel Contreras, the former headhef National Intelligence Directorate
(Direccion de Inteligencia Nacional, DINA) was faliguilty of the 1974 car bomb killings of former
Army Commander-in-Chief Carlos Prats Gonzalez aisdwlife in Argentina. The judge added two
life sentences plus twenty years to the time Coasravas already serving in prison. Seven other
former DINA agents and two civilians received seots of up to twenty years’ imprisonment.
Pinochet, who had succeeded Prats as army commgmsietbefore the 1973 coup, escaped
prosecution for the crime.

In October 2008, retired General Arellano Starls wantenced to six years’ imprisonment for his

role in the killings of four political prisoners it973 as head of the Caravan of Death. Four other
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officers were given sentences of between four &ngleaars. This was the first conviction in relation
to the 72 killings carried out by the Caravan ofiein the north of Chile. In November 2008, it was
confirmed that Stark would not be imprisoned foalttereasons.

A majority of the five judges in the Supreme Ctudriminal chamber ruled that the amnesty
decreed by the military government in 1978 was [tiapble to war crimes or crimes against
humanity, and that these crimes were not subjegtstatute of limitations. Given that court rulirigs
Chile were not binding in cases other than the wmger review, and that the composition of the
Supreme Court panel could change from case to tasdegal obstacles to convictions had not been
entirely overcome. A bill promoted by the governmém amend the criminal code so that crimes
against humanity were not subject to amnestiestaiutes of limitations remained deadlocked in
Congress in 2008. During 2007 and increasingly 00& the Supreme Court had applied a law
allowing those convicted for human rights violasoto benefit from a sentence reduction in
recognition of the time elapsed since the crimanzl (more than thirty years in some cases), which
meant that several former military personnel sergdro prison by lower courts were exempted from
serving time.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 106; Human Rights WatdNWorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 165-166.]

See alsdPeru.

CHINA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2008, Wang Dan (1969-), a former Beida student of internationalitigs (1987-1988) and
history (1988-1989) who was number one on thefighe most wanted student leaders issued by the
government on 13 June 1989, launched a campaigrgéothe Chinese government to allow him and
other blacklisted former Tiananmen protest leadds return to China. (See also
http://www.concernedhistorians.org/content_filde/ia/04.pdf).

[Source:Index on Censorshif2/09: 24-39.]

In March 2008, a petition by the Tiananmen Moth@sgroup of 130 human rights defenders—
mainly women—seeking accountability and redressttier killing of their children and other close

relatives during the suppression of peaceful ptetasound Tiananmen Square in June 1989), signed
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by 127 people, was submitted the parliament. In N899, during the run-up to the twentieth
anniversary of the massacking Zilin (?1936-) (a former professor of philosophy andesvipor of
graduate students at People’s University, whoselgorg Jielian was killed during the massacre) was
placed under house arrest. On 15 May 2009, two dlagad of a 17 May memorial ceremozigang
Xianling, another member of thEiananmen Mothers, was warned not to invite medliparticipate

in, or report on, the ceremony.

[Sourcesifex Communiqué3 June 2009)NRC Handelsblad23—-24 May 2009) 1, 4.]

On 26 August 2008Hu Shigen (1954-),a lecturer at the Beijing Language and Cultureitinst,
political activist and dissident writer, was releds(see NCHAnnual Repor2008. He remained
formally deprived of his right to exercise free sple, right of association and of free assembly, and
his eligibility to work for a state institution.

[Sources:NRC Handelsblad27 August 2008); International PEN, Rapid Actidatwork 43/08 (8
September 2008).]

In March 2009 Jiang Yanyong (?1932-), an army surgeon in Beijing who eyewieesthe 1989
Tiananmen massacre, wrote a letter to Presidenlibttao demanding an apology for the period he
spent in detention in 2004 and the subsequent maritthouse arrest. (See NCkhnual Report
2008.

[Source: Human Rights Watch, “China: Tiananmen’siéhled Wounds” (13 May 2009).]

In March 2009Zhang Shijun (?1969-), a former soldier who took part in théitary crackdown in
Beijing on 3—4 June 1989 and who publicly expressgdet over his involvement, published an open
letter to President Hu Jintao urging an officiahgsessment of the “June 4 tragedy, the event in
China’s recent history that causes bitter weepimgy eéhoking back tears”. Zhang was detained by
security forces shortly after his letter was madelig, and his whereabouts were unknown.

[Source: Human Rights Watch, “China: Tiananmen’siéhled Wounds” (13 May 2009).]

On 1 April 2009, the State Administration of Radiéi)m, and TV issued detailed regulations
including a ban on videos that show “distortion&binese culture or history”.
[Source: Freedom Houskex Alert(3 April 2009).]

On 2 April 2009 Jiang Qisheng(?1948-), deputy chairman of the Independent ChiREsN Centre
and a former Tiananmen Square student protestargetained and questioned, due to concerns that

he was writing an article to commemorate the 2008iversary of the Tiananmen Massacre. (See
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also NCHAnnual Report2001and2003. He was warned against any activities commemugdtie
massacre. In March and May 2009, he had his horaeclsed and documents and computers
confiscated. Jiang was one of the original signesoof Charter 08, a human rights movement
established on 10 December 2008, the sixtieth anséwy of theJniversal Declaration of Human
Rights Point 19 of Charter 08, readTransitional JusticeRehabilitate the reputation of and give
state compensation to the victims who sufferedtipali persecution during past political movements
as well as their families; release all politicalspners, prisoners of conscience, and people wio ar
convicted because of their beliefs; establish thtoommission to restore historical truth, to persu
accountability and to fulfill justice; seek a seitient of the society on this foundation”. Other
signatories included Ding Zilin (see above) andihesband Jiang Peikun.

[Sources: Human Rights Watch, “China: Tiananmentshéhled Wounds” (13 May 2009)fex
Communiqué3 June 2009); PEN American Centiéex Alert(2 April 2009).]

On 4 April 2009 (Qing Ming, the traditional day oémembering and honoring the dea8jn
Wenguang (?1934-), a retired professor of Shandong Univerdinan, Shandong Province, was
beaten by five unidentified men as he returned fpaying respects to the memory of the former
Chinese Communist Party General Secretary, Zhaangiy(see below), and of Zhang Zhixin, a
dissident killed during the Cultural Revolution 683-1976), at Jinan’s Martyrs’ Park. From 1966 on,
Sun had been frequently harassed and imprisoned.

[Sources: Human Rights in China, “Retired Profegstaicked after Honoring Memory of Late Party
Secretary Zhao Ziyang” (6 April 2009); Human Rightgatch, “China: Tiananmen’s Unhealed
Wounds” (13 May 2009).]

On 14 May 2009, the secret memoirs of the formein€e Communist Party General Secretary,
Zhao Ziyang, Prisoner of the State: The Secret Journal of Zhigary(New York) were published.
Dictated during his years of house arrest (19895p868d smuggled out on thirty 60-minute cassettes
disguised as children’s music or Peking operabthak gave insight into the workings of and schisms
within the CCP Standing Committee. The publish8isjon & Schuster, were so worried about news
leaks of the book that they listed it as UntitlgdAnonymous in their catalogue. The book was also
translated and published in Chinese by New Cerfuegs (Hong Kong), run by Bao Pu, a political
commentator, human rights activist and the sonhafaZs former chief of staff Bao Tong.
[Sourcesindependen{l5 May 2009)Keesings historisch archi€2009) 334.]

After an interview on 23 May 2009 with the DutchwspaperNRC Handelsbladabout the

forthcoming twentieth anniversary of the massatieHai (?1954-), a former student leader and
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former student of Marxist philosophy, went into ihigl He had already been imprisoned for six
months after he tried to commemorate the 1989 rmesd$a June 1990. During this prison term, he
was tortured. In 1995, he was harassed when hetrieommemorate and investigate the June 1989
events. In 1996, he was sentenced to nine yeagisonment on charges of “prying into state
secrets” for compiling a list of 600 names of th&glked in June 1989 and handing it over to human
rights organizations. Li spent the majority of pigson term in solitary confinement. After his rate

in 2003, he was frequently harassed by the police.

[Sources: Human Rights Watch, “China: Tiananmenithéaled Wounds” (13 May 2009NRC
Handelsblad23-24 May 2009) 1, 4.]

Tibet

On [11] September 200&angjung (?1984-), a Tibetan writer, singer and televisiogspnter, was
reportedly arrested at his home in Amdo Golok @astibet), and held without charge, probably
because of his outspoken pro-Tibetan views, asesgpd, inter alia, on a web blog and in two books
on Tibetan culture and histor®hung shen kharp@ure Loyalty andHimalaya Reboe@Himalaya
Call for Hops.

[Source: International PEN{alf-Yearly Caselist To 31 December 2q@8ndon 2009) 53.]

Xinjiang

On 10 February 2009,0hti Tunyaz (pen nameTohti Muzart) (1959-), an Uighur historian and
writer, was released at the end of his sentenceieMer, he was reportedly not able to rejoin his
family in Japan. (See NCBAnnual Report2000, 2001, 2003, 2004ge also
http://www.concernedhistorians.org/content_filde/tia/22.pdf and four follow-ups).

[Sources: International PENRRapid Action Networkl7 February 2009); Reporters without Borders,
Press Releas@0 February 2009).]

See alsdNepal, Vietham.

COLOMBIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 4 February and 20 July 2008, millions of peapkrched in Colombia and around the world in
protest at kidnappings by the Fuerzas Armadas Reimiarias de Colombia (FARC; Revolutionary
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Armed Forces of Colombia). Thousands of people &lad taken to the streets in Colombia on 6
March 2008 to demand an end to human rights alws#se security forces and paramilitary groups.
Four months later, Jhon Fredy Correa Falla, a membée Movimiento nacional de victimas de
crimenes de estado (National Movement of VictimsStdte Crimes), which organized the March
protest, was shot dead by four gunmen on motorbikes

X [name confidential] (1978-), a student of history with a bachelor degire anthropology
(1996-2003) completing her master's degree on istery of the feminist movement in Bogota at
the Universidad Nacional de Colombia, was one efdiganizers of the march against violence. Less
than a week later, she received a letter from arpditary group, theAguilas Negras al Rearme,
Bloque Metropolitano de Bogot8lack Eagles) declaring that the organizers of itierch had
become military targets and would all be killedwads the author of several articles in the area of
gender and social movements in Colombia and cosawtia “Plan for Equal Opportunities” with the
Mayor of Bogota. She co-foundédijos e hijas por la memoria y contra la impunidé@ons and
Daughters for Memory and against Impunity) aftex #ssassination of her father. She went to the
United States, where she continued her studiesiat Dniversity, North Carolina.
[Sources: Amnesty Internationd&eport 2009London 2009) 17; Scholars at Rigkolo—528(New
York 2008).]

In 2008, the Attorney General's Office investigatedses of extrajudicial killings of civilians
attributed to the Colombian army involving more rtha thousand victims since mid-2003. Under
pressure to show results, army members apparaytly divilians from their homes or workplaces,
killed them, and then dressed them up to claim these combatants killed in action. The Defense
Ministry issued directives indicating that sucHiijs were impermissible. Such directives, however,
were regularly undermined by statements from higegnment officials, including President Alvaro
Uribe, who for years publicly denied that the peshlexisted, and accused human rights defenders
reporting these killings of colluding with the gtitas in an orchestrated campaign to discredit the
military.

[Source: Human Rights WatcWorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 173-174.]

Some 1,778 bodies of victims of enforced disappeareby paramilitaries were exhumed by the
authorities from 1,441 graves between 2006 and .2B98he end of 2008 the remains of only around
300 victims had been identified and returned tartfemilies. The exhumations were dogged by
serious deficiencies, making it more difficult tentify both the victims and the perpetrators.
[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 112.]
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More than 130,000 victims of paramilitary violenagde official claims for reparation under the
Justice and Peace process. This process allowsniitaeies who have laid down their arms to
benefit from significantly reduced prison sentengegeturn for confessions about human rights
violations and reparations for their victims. Howevo0 per cent of paramilitaries were not eligible
for inclusion in the process and thus evaded jesfibireats against and killings of victims testifyi

in the process continued, while many paramilitafaéked to collaborate fully with the Justice and
Peace tribunals, in particular failing to returndgpreviously misappropriated by them.

In May 2008, fifteen national paramilitary leadavere extradited to the United States to face
drugs-related charges. Their extradition followéaras by the Colombian government that they had
failed to abide by the terms of the Justice andc@®egaocess. The United States government
maintained that Colombian investigators would haetess to the extradited paramilitaries.
However, concerns remained that the extradition tnadermined investigations in Colombia into
human rights violations committed by the paramii@a and into the links the latter may have had
with Colombian politicians and other state offisial
[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 112-113.]

CONGO (Democratic Republic)

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In a February 2008 report, the United Nations SpeBiapporteur on Violence against Women

concluded that “due to political interference aramfragption, perpetrators, especially those who
belong to the State security forces, go unpunish&d’one exceptional case, a military court in

Katanga continued proceedings against Gedeon Kyuvigtanga and 25 others accused of
committing war crimes and crimes against humanéyveen 2004 and 2006, one of the largest war
crimes trials in the history of the DRC.

The International Criminal Court (ICC) providedns® hope for victims seeking justice. On 6
February 2008, the ICC took custody of Ituri wadlddathieu Ngudjolo Chui, who was charged with
war crimes and crimes against humanity. On 26 Sdpte 2008, the court confirmed the charges
against Ngudjolo and Germain Katanga, another Warlord arrested in 2007 and surrendered to the
ICC in February 2008. The case was expected taddal in 2009. On 28 April 2008, the court
unsealed an arrest warrant for Jean-Bosco Ntagamiditary chief of staff of the forces of rebel
commander Laurent Nkunda’'s National Congress ferDkfense of the People (CNDP), for crimes

allegedly committed in Ituri. Procedural errordlire prosecution of Thomas Lubanga Dyilo (the first
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person to be detained by the ICC in March 2006aydal the proceedings. The temporary stay of
proceedings was lifted in November 2008. The stag wnposed in June 2008 after the ICC trial
chamber held that the withholding of potentiallgetpatory evidence by the prosecution violated the
right of the accused to a fair trial.

On 24 May 2008, Belgian authorities arrested Jéame Bemba, DRC Senator, leader of the
Movement for the Liberation of Congo and former &4eresident of the DRC, at the request of the
ICC to face charges of responsibility for war crimvand crimes allegedly carried out by his forces
between October 2002 and March 2003 during thelicoirf the Central African Republic. The ICC
was also investigating the conduct of Bemba's tsadopCongo, but has not filed charges in that case.
[Sources: Amnesty Internation&geport 2009London 2009) 127-128; Human Rights Watéhorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 63—-64.]

See alscCentral African Republic, Uganda.

CONGO (Republic)

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

CROATIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In March 2008, the trial of General Ante Gotovimadawo other generals began at the International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTYJ.he three were accused of war crimes and
crimes against humanity, including persecution amgrder committed during Operation Storm
against rebel Serbs in Krajina between August aodelber 1995, during which around 200,000
ethnic Serbs were forced out of the region. Whitedfla handed over all its indictees to the ICTY,
they were criticized by the latter in June 2008f&iling to deliver all requested documents reldted
the Gotovina case, a charge rejected by Croatia.

According to a report of the Organization for Sétguand Co-operation in Europe (OSCE),
during the first nine months of 2008 there werentyeactive war crimes trials across eight county
courts in Croatia, involving 72 defendants, 45 dfom were Serb. Nine of the trials (involving

seventeen defendants) reached final verdicts, feititeen defendants convicted (eight Serbs, six
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Croats) and three acquitted (two Serbs, one AllmniAccording to the report, the ethnicity of
victims and perpetrators continued to affect thespcution of war crimes cases. In the vast majority
of prosecutions, the victims were ethnic Croatg] #me perpetrators members of the Yugoslav
Peoples Army (JNA) or Serbian paramilitary groupbere was a continuing failure to investigate
most war crimes committed by the Croatian Army paotice forces. Despite the fact that specialized
war crimes chambers had been created in four caumtsts in 2003, they prosecuted only two cases
in 2008, both for war crimes committed against @emaSerbs. The vast majority of war crimes cases
continued to be prosecuted by the local courthéncommunities where the alleged crimes had been
committed. In some cases withesses refused téytastthey feared for their safety.

Little progress was made in establishing the wdiaoats of more than 2,000 people still
unaccounted for since the 1991-1995 war, althodmgh Groatian authorities had assumed full
responsibility from the International Committee tbe Red Cross in 2007 for investigating these
disappearances. Impunity for enforced disappeasararaained a serious problem due to the failure
of the authorities to conduct thorough investigagiand bring perpetrators to justice.

In September 2008, the government indicated angiless to extradite its citizens to neighboring
countries to face trial on war crimes and othergbs, “if other states were prepared to do the Same
Despite regional mechanisms for judicial cooperatiGroatia and Serbia prohibited the extradition
of their citizens, widely seen as an impedimemnwao crimes accountability.

[Sources: Amnesty Internation&geport 2009London 2009) 118-119; Human Rights Watéhorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 355—-356.]

See als&erbia.

CUBA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2006.

CYPRUS

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 4 January 2008, the Education and Culture Minist northern Cyprus announced that it had
rewritten its history textbooks since 2004 (aftex election of Turkish Cypriot President Mehmet Ali
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Talat). Minister Canan Oztoprak said that pictusestrocities such as the mass murders of Turkish
Cypriot civilians in December 1963 by the Greek fgpmilitia were deeply disturbing for children.
Such pictures were removed and replaced with othaitsstill explained the events but did not depict
the atrocities in such detail. The textbooks alsmpped such terms as “motherland” in reference to
Turkey and used the words “Cypriot” and “people’tiEsignate the two communities.

In October 2008, Greek Cypriot Education Minisdadreas Demetrioannounced that the Greek
Cypriot government would revise history textbooks hiolster peaceful coexistence between the
Greek- and Turkish-speaking communities. Many Qithochurch leaders, including Archbishop
Chrysostomos, nationalist politicians, and cond@érea teachers criticized the measure as
undermining Cyprus’s “Hellenic” heritageEqually controversial were the apportionment of
responsibility for the intercommunal violence in683-1974 and the partition of 1974. In this respect,
Demetriou declared that “Greek-Cypriot extremisilso bore some responsibility for the division of
the island. While he called the partition “the 19rdgedy”, the opposition referred to it as “the
Turkish invasion”. A special committee chaired bngdtdent Demetris Christofias was set up to look
at issues of educational reform and history edanati
[Sources:Der Spiegel Online InternationglLl7 March 2009)Financial Times(28 October 2008);
Keesings historisch archi¢2008) 613; C. Makriyianni & C. Psaltis, “The Teaui of History and
Reconciliation”, Cyprus Review(Spring 2007), 58; “North Adopts Fresh ApproachHustory”,
Turkish Daily Newg4 January & 13 October 2008).]

The United Nations Committee on Missing Personstiooad its work to exhume and identify
victims of the inter-ethnic conflict who have bemissing since 1963. During 2008, the remains of
93 individuals were exhumed, and the remains oWw8ge identified and returned to their families.
These brought the total number of exhumations s to 466, and the total number of identified
and returned remains to 110.

[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 122.]

CZECH REPUBLIC

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2000.
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DENMARK

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

DJIBOUTI

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.
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ECUADOR

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

In February 2008, the Truth Commission, set up eyM007 to investigate human rights violations
committed under the government of Leon Febres Corfl984—-1988), began receiving testimonies.
In September 2008, an interim report was issuetné&oPresident Febres Cordero died in December
2008.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 131.]

EGYPT

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

EL SALVADOR

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

Widespread human rights violations committed durthg internal armed conflict (1980-1992)
remained unpunished and the 1993 amnesty law Whsadid. In September 2008, the mandate of
the Inter-Institutional Commission for the Searoh Disappeared Children was extended, although
the extension was only granted until 31 May 2008 Tommission had been established in 2004 to
clarify the whereabouts of some 700 children whoemactims of enforced disappearance during the
conflict. It was criticized for inefficiency anddk of independence because it located only thifty o
the disappeared children.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 136.]

In November 2008, two human rights organizatiohsdfia suit in a Spanish court against former
President Alfredo Cristiani Burkard (in power d@it989-1994), and fourteen military officers in
connection with the murder of six Jesuit priedigjithousekeeper and her daughter in 1989.
[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 18, 136-137.]
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ERITREA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

ESTONIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

ETHIOPIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In May 2008, the Federal Supreme Court overturraatiee rulings and sentenced to death former
President Mengistu Haile Mariam (in exile in Zimbad) and eighteen senior officials of lergue
government (in power during 1974-1991). The prosecthad appealed against life imprisonment
sentences passed in 2007, after the nineteen hex dmnvicted by the Federal High Court of
genocide and crimes against humanity perpetratédgltheDerguegovernment.

[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 145.]

EUROPEAN UNION

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In April 2008, the European Union (EU) Council apped an amendment to tl&J) Framework
Decision on Combating Terrorisrimtroducing new offenses of provocation and téstaecruitment
and training, including when committed on the Intdr The provocation offense gave rise to concern
about criminalization of speech with little conrieatto terrorism. In September 2008, the European
Parliament recommended narrowing the amendmentaoonly speech intended to directly incite
specific terrorism offenses would be criminalized.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 359.]
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F1JI

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2006.

FINLAND

LastAnnual Reporentry: —.

SeeRwanda.

FRANCE

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 18 November 2008, a report on “memory laws”, missioned by the National Assembly,
recommended that no new laws on historical truthraemory should be adopted. It indicated that it
was not the role of Parliament to adopt laws whick-judge the relative importance or value of
historical facts, particularly when such laws ir#ucriminal sanctions. A week earlier, a group of
historians and writers had published #epel de BloigAppeal of Blois) which maintained that it
was not the business of any political authoritydédine historical truth and to restrict the libedfy
historians by penal sanctions.

[Sources: Appel de Blois at http://www.concernettitians.org/content_files/file/to/162.pdf; Article
19, Ifex Alert (26 November 2008) at

http://www.concernedhistorians.org/content_filde/fo/167.pdf.]

On 16 February 2009, the Council of State (the ddgjlcourt) recognized the “responsibility” of the
French State for the deportation of 76,000 Jewid#P—-1944 (during World War 11). It declared that
the then Vichy government had permitted or fad#ith deportations that led to anti-Semitic
persecution without being coerced by the occupkus.it also found that reparations had since been
made “as much as was possible, for all the losgtfered”. In 1995, then President Jacques Chirac
had for the first time officially recognized statsponsibility in the deportation of French Jews.
[SourcesBBC Newg16 February 2009Keesings historisch archi€2009) 130-131.]
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See alsdkwanda, Thailand.
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GEORGIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2003.

GERMANY

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 1950, the Stadtschloss, the seventeenth-cemaigce of the Hohenzollern (the Prussian royal
family) which was badly damaged in World War Il,daother buildings (such as the city palace of
Potsdam) were demolished as they were seen asdemsiof Prussian militarism. The Schlossplatz
on which it stood was renamed Marx-Engels PlatzZ19i6, the Palast der Republik (East German
parliament) came in the place of the Stadtschlims2006—2008, the Palast itself was demolished.
Plans to rebuild the Stadtschloss were at an addbstage.

[Source: R. BevarThe Destruction of Memory: Architecture at Whondon 2006) 193-194.]

On 27 November 2008, Dutch-born singer and actbadoes Heesters (1903-), believed to be the
world’s oldest performing actor, sued author andutheentary filmmake¥olker Kiihn, an expert on

the history of cabaret, for reckless and defamastagements because the latter had declared various
times that Heesters had performed before Nazi guduidng a visit to Dachau concentration camp on
21 May 1941. Heesters did not deny the visit, jeated charges that he sang there. On 16
December 2008, a court in Berlin ruled that theest@nts were neither negligent nor defamatory.
Although the judge declared that the question wéretteesters performed or not was unsolvable, he
added that Heesters had not proven that the fabtisaé of Kiihn's statement was untrue and that the
latter had acted prudently in formulating his opmibecause it was based on a videotaped 1990
interview with a former inmate, Viktor Matejka, sideceased, who said that he had been present at
the performance. Kiihn had uttered the accusatiosm ©B,Hitler und die Kunstler: Mit den Wolfen
geheult(2007; Hitler and the Artists: Crying with the Wek), and in a February 2008 interview with

a Dutch newspaper.

[Sources: K. Connolly, “Centenarian Rejects Claim $ang for SS Troops in Nazi Death Camp”,
Guardian(28 November 2008); “Gericht weist Klage wegenedlighem KZ-Auftritt ab—Historiker

will Aussagen nicht wiederholen” (WWW-texB2B Berlin 16 December 2008); “Gerichtsurteil:
Historiker darf weiter von Heesters’ SS-Auftritt rephen” (WWW-text; Spiegel Online,16

December 2008); Landgericht Berlin, “Johannes Hessverliert Prozess um AuBerungen iber
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Auftritt im Konzentrationslager Dachau” (Pressesiittng Nr. 52/2008; WWW-text; 16 December
2008);NRC Handelsbla@g20 October & 16 December 2008).]

On 25 February 2009, Horst Mahler (1936-), a formefense lawyer for members of the Rote
Armee Fraction who had joined the extreme natishddliationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands
(NDP; National Democratic Party of Germany) betw2600 and 2003, was sentenced to six years’
imprisonment on charges dblksverhetzunghate speech) for Holocaust denial during a Novembe
2007 interview. On 11 March 2009, he was sentetadd concurring) five years and two months’
imprisonment on a similar charge. Mahler had fasm¢keral legal charges in the past. In 2004, he was
charged for Holocaust denial in connection with floisnding role in the/erein zur Rehabilitierung
der wegen Bestreitens des Holocaust Verfol@&RBHV; Society for the Rehabilitation of Those
Persecuted for Refutation of the Holocaust). In &0is passport was revoked by the German
authorities to prevent him from attending the “megional Conference to Review the Global Vision
of the Holocaust” in Tehran, Iran.

[SourcesKeesings historisch archi¢2009) 130, 194; “Horst MahlerWikipedia(version 29 April
2009).]

See als@ulgaria, Greece, Russia, Rwanda, United Kingdom.

GHANA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

GREECE

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In November 2008Polymeris Voglis(1964-), an assistant professor of contemporatgryist the

University of Thessaly and former post-doctoraldel at Princeton (1999-2000), Columbia (2001),
and New York (2002) universities, could not atteinel conference “Cold War in the Mediterranean:
Connecting the Fronts” at Columbia University, hesm he did not get a visa in time from the
American embassy in Athens despite repeated remsiraded an invitation letter from Columbia. He

was scheduled to present a paper on the MarslalliRIGreece. Voglis was the authoB&fcoming
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a Subject: Political Prisoners during the Greek iCivvar (2002).
[Sources: A. Liakos, personal communication (Noverr®008); P. Voglis, personal communication
(November 2008).]

On 22 December 200&onstantina Kuneva, who worked as a historian in Bulgaria and in 2001
became a migrant worker in Greece and trade uréader of the Attica Union of Cleaners and

Domestic Workers, was attacked and seriously idjimeAthens. The attack was allegedly connected
with her trade union activities and followed anaation of tension between her and her employers.

[Source: Amnesty International, “Greece: Investgtte Attack of Trade Union Leader” (7 March

2009).]

On 24 February 2009, a hand grenade was thrownfatility of the Social and Political Rights
Network (an immigrant support network headed byidefactivists) in Athens, causing material
damage. The attack was reportedly carried out ly-Nwzis of Chryssi Avghi celebrating the
anniversary of the founding of Germany’s Nazi pad$DAP on 24 February 1920. The Chryssi
Avghi (Golden Dawn) Party openly supports NatioBatialism.

[Source: IfexCommuniqué 18—-@ March 2009).]

In March and April 2009, the Sunday weel®yoto ThemaGreece’s largest newspaper, attacked
Alexis Heraclidis, a professor at Panteion University, Athens, thiieees and accused him of
“participating in a filthy campaign against our toiy” with his “anti-Greek” and “shameful”
comments that in 1919 the Greeks engaged in etheansing against the Turks in Asia Minor (made
in a state TV documentary) and that the Republiatedonia had a right to use that name (made in
his university work). On 9 April 2009, there wadebate in Parliament in which his statements were
rejected by the Deputy Minister of Education, whddshat “his views cannot withstand criticism as
they lack scholarly validity"No colleagues reportedly came forward to defend loimthe contrary,
some defamed him as well.

[Source: IfexCommuniqué 18— May 2009).]

On 5 and 12 July 200®roto Themasee above) and some members of parliament ofatheght
political party Laos (Popular Orthodox Rally PartsjtackedGiorgos Kokkinos (1960-), an
associate professor teaching history didacticsrandern and contemporary European, Balkan and
Greek history at the Aegean University, Rhodes,Yalating the constitution”, “not being patriotic
enough” and “being a danger to the nation”, anteddbr his dismissal. The author of several books

(including textbooks), Kokkinos was known for higlusive views on Greek history. For a petition
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in his support, see http://www.petitiononline.corofinperl/signed.cgi?KOKKINOS&1.
[Sources: C. Gaganakis, personal communicatiory (d009); V. Sakka, personal communication
(July 2009).]

GRENADA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

GUATEMALA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In February 2008, President Alvaro Colom announited all military archives relating to human
rights violations committed during the internal adnconflict (1960-1996) would be made public,
but the army refused to comply. However, the maristf defense had since delayed handing over the
files, arguing that the constitution protected ttunfidentiality of documents related to national
security. A new law passed in September 2008 atngdié this argument: article 24 of the Law of
Access to Public Information ordered that “in nacomstances can information related to
investigations of violations of fundamental humaghts or crimes against humanity” be classified as
confidential. In March 2008, in a case brought agfaformer high ranking army officers for alleged
crimes against humanity, the Constitutional Coutéd that classified military documents be made
public. At the end of 2008, the documents had stitibeen released.

The July 2005 discovery of an archive of the disleal National Police (discovered by accident in
July 2005 and containing an estimated 80 milliocwioents on atrocities committed by security
forces during 1881-1997, and especially during theernal armed conflict of 1960-1996,
particularly the most violent years 1975-1985) daulhy a key role in the prosecution of those who
committed human rights abuses during the conflgy. October 2008, the Human Rights
Ombudsman’s Office had processed seven millionhose¢ documents, primarily related to cases
presently under active investigation. The officanpled to open the first part of the archive in 2009
Some of the archive’s 200 staff members receivedhdireats.

In late March 2009, officials involved in openinlge police archives and members of their
families were threatened and attacked. On 25 M20€19, a day after the Human Rights Ombudsman

(also called Special Prosecutor for Human Rigl8sygio Morales had released thepecial Report
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on the Historical Archives of the National PolicEhe Right to Knowhis wife was kidnapped and
tortured.One official was beaten up and a number of thresie made against other officials of
Morales’s office, including a bomb threat and ae#itragainst the life of Morales himself. Activists
hoped that information from the archives would sesg evidence in legal cases against hundreds of
perpetrators of civil-war era human rights abuses.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationalReport 2009 (London 2009) 159; Amnesty International,
“Threatened and Attacked: The Dangers Of Openingt&uala’s Police Files” (27 March 2009);
Article 19, Ifex Alert(1 April 2009); Human Rights WatchYorld Report 200§Washington 2009)
182-183Keesings historisch archi¢2009) 216Miami Herald(29 March 2009)NRC Handelsblad
(28-29 March 2009) 31; S. Grainger, “Guatemala ScRolice Archive for Civil War Clues”
(WWW-text; Reuters; 24 March 2009).]

Guatemala continued to suffer the effects of aeridl armed conflict (1960-1996). A United
Nations-sponsored truth commission estimated thanany as 200,000 people were killed during the
36-year war, and attributed the vast majority of #illings to government forces. Guatemalans
seeking accountability for these abuses faced dapnbstacles. Attacks and threats against human
rights defenders were commonplace, and posed #Hisém obstacle to their work. Others involved
in human rights prosecutions were also routinehgdtened or attacked, including forensic experts,
plaintiffs, and witnesses. The Human Rights OmbudemOffice documented nearly 200 attacks
and threats against human rights defenders in 2B@&ecutors and investigators received grossly
inadequate training and resources. The courtsnelytfailed to resolve judicial appeals and motions
in a timely manner, allowing defense attorneysngage in dilatory legal maneuvering. The army
and other state institutions resisted cooperatirtly fvith investigations into abuses committed by
current or former members. The police regularlyefhito provide adequate protection to judges,
prosecutors, and witnesses involved in politicaiysitive cases.

In September 2007, the United Nations secretangige appointed a Spanish former prosecutor
and judge to lead the newly-created Commissionnagdmpunity in Guatemala (CICIG). The
commission’s mandate was to work with the Attor@mneral’s Office to investigate, prosecute, and
dismantle the “clandestine groups” responsibleofagoing violence against human rights defenders.
In its first year, the commission had taken oreéft cases, which were seen as representative of the
most entrenched problems of impunity. Yet as th€lGlacknowledged in its 2008 annual report, it
was also “systematically obstructed” at times kgythry corruption it sought to root out.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 182-183, 185.]

Of the 626 massacres documented by the truth caiomisonly three cases were successfully



Network of Concerned Historian&nnual Report 20085eptember 2009) 40

prosecuted in the Guatemalan courts. The third iciom came in May 2008, when five former
members of a paramilitary “civil patrol” were contéd for the murders of 26 of the 177 civilians
massacred in Rio Negro, Baja Verapaz departmeniianch 1982. A draft law to establish a
commission to find victims of the estimated 45,@0orced disappearances carried out during the
internal armed conflict (1960-1996) was still awajtapproval by Congress.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 159; Human Rights WatdNorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 182.]

In a landmark ruling, Spain’s Constitutional Coheld in September 2005 that, in accordance with
the principle of universal jurisdiction, cases dieged genocide committed during the civil war
(1960-1996) could be prosecuted in the Spanishtzolr July 2006, a Spanish judge issued
international arrest warrants for eight Guatemaland the Spanish government requested their
extradition in late 2006. However, in December 2@%¥ Guatemalan Constitutional Court ruled that
two of the accused could not be extradited to Spd@vertheless, the Spanish court pushed ahead
with the case: in February, May, and October 2Q0®llected testimony from witnesses, victims,
and experts on the conflict. Meanwhile, in Guatemghe case continued to be held up by defense
motions, while withesses and experts were subjdotbdrassment and threats.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 185.]

GUINEA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

The Commission of Inquiry set up in 2007 to invgaté grave human rights violations committed in
2006 and 2007 did not conduct any investigationday 2008, the commission president accused
the government of freezing its financial suppantal statement in October 2008, the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary oritkaloy Executions expressed concern at the lack
of progress and the failure to assure funding goubin place a witness protection mechanism. He
stated that the situation had all the hallmark& @iommission being used to distract attention and
promote impunity.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 160.]

In October 2008, the government for the first tiaeknowledged responsibility for the political
violence committed during the presidency of Ahme#tdd Touré (in power during 1958-1984), but
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failed to reiterate an earlier commitment by PriMmister Lansana Kouyaté to establish a truth
commission to investigate the thousands of Guin&alesl during Touré’s regime.
[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 78—79.]

GUINEA-BISSAU

LastAnnual Reporentry: 1999.

GUYANA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 1997.
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HAITI

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2008, there was still no accountability with aedj to the 1994 case involving the killing of
civilians in Raboteau by soldiers and paramilitargiring the military government (1991-1994). In
2005, the Supreme Court overturned the convictanifteen former soldiers and paramilitaries in
the case.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 188.]

HONDURAS

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2002.

By the end of 2008, the principal recommendatiothefUnited Nations Working Group on Enforced
or Involuntary Disappearances, which called on ¢fowernment to carry out a comprehensive
investigation to clarify cases of enforced disapprees during the 1980s and 1990s, had not been
implemented. In 2007, the Working Group had repbde 125 cases of disappearance that remained
to be clarified.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 165.]

On 21 July 2009, a few weeks after President Madatlya was ousted from power by the military
and expelled from the country during a constitudlocrisis on 28 June 2009, the new Minister of
Culture Myrna Castro dismissddiatalie Roque Sandoval director of the Centro Documental de
Investigaciones Histéricas de Honduras (CDIHH; aonihg the National Archives, the
Ethnohistorical Archives and the Specialized Anpilmlogy Library) when Roque publicly opposed
military occupation of the CDIHH premises. Preskases about the past of de facto President
Roberto Micheletti were allegedly destroyed. Ireldtly 2009, the International Council on Archives
issued the following statement on the Honduraniaesh “As the international non-governmental
organization which aims to advance the cause diias worldwide, ICA wishes to express its
professional concern about reports that the bugldiausing the national archives in Honduras has
been occupied by military personnel, creating aasibn which could cause harm to some of the
archives kept there. ICA believes that it is timelyremind the international community that theerul

of law and the protection of citizens’ rights degemn the preservation of archives, which provide
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evidence of key decisions and entitlements. Itgs an inescapable duty of all civilized societies
look after their archives, because they transnaitciiilective memory from one generation to another.
Without its archives, a country will lose its histpmemory and identity”.

[Sources: N. Roque Sandoval, “Honduras: Los gapisontra la cultura” (WWW-text; Argenpress
Cultural, 31 July 2009); International Council ornrchives, [Statement on Honduran Archives]
([July] 2009).]

HUNGARY

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In October 2008, the extreme rightist Magyar Garfldungarian Guard) disturbed the

commemoration of the 1956 Hungarian RevolutiorDétember 2008, the organization was banned.

[Source:Keesings historisch archi€2009)80.]

See als®lovakia.
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INDIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In February 2008Jodhaa Akbara film about Mughal Emperor Akbar (1542-1605) byedior
Ashutosh Gowariker, was banned in the states of Uttar Pradesh, RajastHaryana, and
Uttarakhand because their governments feared thdhie communities that felt they were
misrepresented might turn violent. The Supreme Caverturned the ban.

[Source:Index on Censorshi@/08: 167.]

On 5 June 2008, pro-Marathi activists from the SBangram group attacked the hous&ofmar
Ketkar, editor ofLoksatta,because it had contained articles critical ofdtede government and the
latter's decision to erect a statue of Marathi ErapeShivaji (1627-1680), the leader who had
opposed Mughal domination and became founder offdmatha State.

[SourcesThe Hindu(13 June 2006)ndex on Censorshifg/08: 205.]

In May 2009, the standard seventh textbook of théiddal Council for Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) was criticized by the Hindu natatist Hindu Janajagruti Samiti (HJS;
established 2002) for “glorifying foreign historyhibe not giving Indian history due significance”.
Some critics also found too much information on théghals and too little on Maratha King Shivaiji
(1627-80; Shivaji had opposed Mughal domination lb@came founder of the Maratha State). Two
chapters termed objectionable by teachers and fsanenuld be reviewed and possibly taken out by
the Goa Board of Secondary and Higher Secondarycdidum (GBSHSE) after a GBSHSE
committee recommendation.

[Source:Times of Indig1l7 May 2009).]

On 20 August 2009Jinnah: India, Partition, Independeno@009), a book written byaswant
Singh (1938-), a leader of the Bharatiya Janata PartPBdo had served as finance and external
affairs minister, was banned in Gujarat. The box&ngined the role of Ali Jinnah, Pakistan’s first
governor-general, Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s firdtng minister, and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, of
Guijarati origin and India’s first home minister, tine 1947 partition of India, and argued that the
latter two, members of the Congress Party, had beme responsible for the partition than Jinnah
and that Jinnah had been “demonized” in India. éied that Jinnah did not “win” Pakistan but that
Nehru and Patel “conceded” it to him. On 19 Augr@09, the BJP had “dissociated” itself from the
book and expelled Singh from the party. In 20059 Bdader Lal Krishna Advani had already been
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criticized for describing Jinnah as “a secular txad
[SourcesBBC Newg18 & 20 August 2009)Times of Indig14 August 2009).]

Jammu and Kashmiidmpunity continued for past offences including eonéa disappearances of
thousands of people during the armed conflict ishfair since 1989.

Gujarat. Those responsible for the violence in 2002 in whiohusands of Muslims were attacked
and more than 2000 killed largely continued to evacstice. The Mumbai High Court made limited
progress towards accountability by convicting tveepeople in January 2008 for an incident of
sexual assault.

Punjab. Many of the police officers responsible for seridusnan rights violations between 1984
and 1994 were not brought to justice. Findingsrofrequiry by the Central Bureau of Investigation
into allegations of unlawful killings of 2,097 pdepcremated by police had not been made fully
public.

AssamNo action was taken on findings by the Commissibimquiry published in 2007 according
to which the unlawful killings of 35 individuals tveeen 1998 and 2001 were carried out at the
behest of a former chief minister and the stat&pol

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 170.]

INDONESIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In January 2008, former President Suharto died awithhaving faced prosecution for abuses

committed during his rule (1965/67-1998). The It abuses was extensive, and included

anticommunist pogroms that killed half a million wrore people in 1965-1966, and atrocities by
security forces in East Timor, Aceh, southern Sumand Papua. Many collaborators in Suharto-era
abuses still held positions of power. Several weaadidates for the 2009 elections, including

General Wiranto and Suharto’s son-in-law Prabowi&@uo, implicated in abuses in East Timor and

other crimes.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 259.]

In March 2008, the Supreme Court overturned theviction of former militia leader Eurico Guterres
for instigating violence following the 1999 Unitéthations-sponsored referendum on independence

for East Timor (now Timor-Leste), in which militidmcked by the Indonesian-army killed hundreds
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of Timorese and destroyed much of East Timor’'s f@aysnfrastructure. With the reversal of the
conviction, all eighteen people indicted by thedndsian Ad Hoc Human Rights Court on East
Timor were acquitted.

In July 2008, the Indonesian and Timorese joinm@dssion on Truth and Friendship (CTF),
established to document crimes committed in Timeste in 1999 and promote reconciliation,
released its final report. It allocated institu@bmesponsibility for gross human rights violaticios
pro-autonomy militia groups, and to the Indoneséamy, civilian government and police. The
Indonesian government welcomed the report and egptkits regret over the events of 1999, but
stopped short of offering an apology. The CTF's dma prevented it from pursuing its own
prosecutions, and it did not name violators. Comgegbout impunity led the United Nations to
boycott the CTF's investigations and instead respnosecutions through the Serious Crime Unit
and Timor-Leste prosecutors.

[Sources: Amnesty Internation&geport 2009London 2009) 172, 324; Human Rights Watéhorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 260.]

In November 2008Pretext for Mass MurdefMadison 2006), a book on the 1965 coupJoyn
Roosa andA Not-so-Distant Horror: Mass Violence in East Tinftihaca 2005) byloseph Neving
were investigated by the Attorney General. The sédoook contained what the Commission of
Truth and Friendship (established jointly by Indesiaeand Timor-Leste to document crimes
committed in Timor-Leste in 1999) had already offily established as facts.

[Sources: M. Hammer, personal communication (Nowmi2008); S. Prasetyo, personal

communication (August 2009).]

In late November 2008, at the request of House i&pesgung Laksono, the Attorney General Office
investigated the Indonesian translationLefjacy of Ashes: The History of the QZ007), a book
written by New York Timegournalist and Pulitzer Prize winn&im Weiner, because it included a
claim by a former Central Intelligence Agency (Cléfficial that Adam Malik, a top diplomat and
later minister of foreign affairs and vice presid¢t978-1983), had been a CIA agent in 1964 to
promote the anti-communist cause in Indonesia.

[Sources: Asia Media (WWW-text; 1 December 2008)Indonesia Matters(WWW-text; 26
November 2008)Jakarta Pos{24 November 2008).]

Aceh
In 2008, accountability for past human rights vil@as committed during or after the Aceh conflict

(1976-2005) was still lacking. No truth and rectintibon commission was established. In August
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2008, a United States court ruled that a lawsuitiresy Exxon Mobil for alleged complicity in
military abuses in Aceh could proceed to trial.
[Source: Human Rights WatcWorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 260, 262.]

Maluku

Twenty-one men who performed a traditional war @airt front of President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono culminating in the unfurling of the badn&enang Raja” flag were sentenced to
between 7 and 20 years’ imprisonment for “rebefliortrials throughout 2008.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 171.]

See alsdimor-Leste.

IRAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In August 2008, security forces forcibly preventegeaceful gathering at an unmarked graveyard in
Tehran to mark the twentieth anniversary of magsettons starting in 1988 for which no one was

held accountable. At least three people were sulesgly sentenced to prison terms for participating

in the commemoration, or planning to do so.

[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 174.]

In December 2008, the Center for Human Rights Digeswas forcibly closed by security officials
shortly before it was to hold an event commemogatine 60th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 173.]

See alsd\zerbaijan, Germany.
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IRAQ

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In February 2008, parliament passed legislatioendéd to refine procedures for vetting former
Baath Party members. The new law focused on gréfiliation rather than individual responsibility
for past abuses. At the same time, an amnesty Esvpassed partly aimed at easing overcrowding in
the detention system, but it had a limited impacthee number of detainees.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 465.]

In November 2008, the religious authority in Najafewed its objections to the history textbooks of
the Saddam Hussein era that were still in use,damdanded a right to study Shiite history. The
Director of Education in Najaf, Majid Sudani sdmbwever, that in 2007 he had consulted Ayatollah
Ali Al Sistani, the senior Shiite cleric in Iraq,he@ had declared that he was against sectarian
curricula and in favor of a unified curriculum falt religious sects.

[Sources: Asharq Alawsat(13 November 2008); The Middle East Media Reseadrddtitute
(MEMRI), Special Dispatch No. 97@6 August 2005).]

The Supreme Iragi Criminal Tribunal (SICT) contidue try former senior officials, Ba'ath party
members, military officers and others associateth whe former presidency of Saddam Hussain
(1979-2003). Trials were marred by political inegeihce undermining SICT's independence and
impartiality. In September 2008, it was reportea@tththe Iraqg government had engineered the
dismissal of one of the judges who had tried Sadslaontly before the year-long trial ended in 20086,
replacing the judge with one considered more likelgupport the imposition of the death penalty. In
May 2008, the SICT began trying former foreign refai and deputy prime minister Tariq Aziz,
along with seven other defendants, for the formmreghment’s execution of merchants accused of
profiteering while Irag was subject to sanctionsl#iD2. On 2 December 2008, the SICT imposed
death sentences on Ali Hassan al-Majid and Abdw@rGAbdul Ghafour, both senior officials under
Saddam, after convicting them of involvement inubends of killings during the 1991 uprising in
southern Iraqg.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 178; Human Rights WatdNorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 468.]

See als@\zerbaijan.



Network of Concerned Historian&nnual Report 20085eptember 2009) 49

IRELAND

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2004.

ISRAEL

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 24 September 2008, Polish-bateev Sternhell (1935-), a Holocaust survivor, a veteran who
fought in the wars of 1967, 1973, and 1982, a spistiin fascist history, professor of political
science and director of the Center for Europeandi€sy Hebrew University, Jerusalem, was slightly
wounded in a bomb attack reportedly launched bramittionalist Israelis. As a member of Peace
Now (an Israeli group campaigning against settlarbeiiding), Sternhell was a well-known critic of
Jewish settlement in the occupied West Bank anleofsraeli blockade of the Gaza Strip. Before the
attack, he had received threats by telephone.

[SourcesBBC Newq?25 September 2008); International PEM|f-Yearly CaselisTo 31 December
2008 (London 2009) 91.]

On 14 December 200&ichard Falk, a Jewish-American professor of international &wPrinceton
University and United Nations Special RapporteurHuman Rights in the Palestinian Territories
(2008-), was forbidden entry into Israel becausehhed compared Israel's treatment of the
Palestinians to Nazi atrocities and described Isragmbargo on Gaza, which was controlled by
Hamas, as a crime against humanity. After subjgdtiim to an extensive body search, authorities
detained him overnight in a small cell with fivéhet persons before deporting him on a flight to the
United States. The Israeli Foreign Ministry callBdlk’'s United Nations mandate “biased and
distorted” because it only covered Israeli humghts and humanitarian law violations.

[Sources: Human Rights Watch, “Israel: Reverse Bipn of Human Rights Rapporteur” (17
December 2008); I. Kershner, “U.N. Rights InvediigeExpelled by Israel’New York Time$16
December 2008NNRC Handelsbladl16 December 2008) 4.]

In 2009,Rafi Greenberg, a senior lecturer in archaeology at the UniversitTel Aviv, was denied
entry on the City of King David (Ir David) excavatis, Jerusalem, after many years of collaboration
in them, reportedly because he criticized the jpistition of the project. Greenberg had suggested

that public trust in the fact that the excavatiansarthed the palace of King David (1000 BCE) (who
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was seen as the King who unified Israel) couldtietge the Jewish claim on the Palestinian quarter
of Silwan where its ruins were located.
[Source:NRC Handelsblad18-19 April 2009), Science, 8-9.]

On 24 May 2009, a governmental panel supportedl droiught to parliament to ban Israeli Arabs
from commemorating the Nakbah (the “Catastrophdie t1948 Palestinian expulsion and
dispossession) on 15 May (the day Israelis celelttair Independence Day). Proposed by Yisrael
Beiteinu (“Israel Our Home"), the party of far-riglroreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman “to
strenghten unity in the state of Israel”, it wasl&y condemned.

[Source:BBC Newg25 May 2009).]

See alsd.ebanon, Palestinian Authority, United States.

ITALY

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

SeeUruguay.

IVORY COAST (Cote d’lvoire)

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2008, the United Nations (UN) Security Counaldhstill not made public the findings of the UN
Commission of Inquiry into serious violations ofrhan rights and international humanitarian law
since September 2002, which had been handed tblitheecretary-general in November 2004. In
September 2003, the Ivorian government accepteplikisgliction of the International Criminal Court
(ICC) over serious crimes. However, as in previgears, the government consistently undermined a
planned ICC mission to assess the possibility ehopy an investigation into such crimes.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 58.]
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JAPAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

Parliaments in Taiwan and South Korea passed rimaducalling for justice for the survivors of
Japan’s military sexual slavery system during WdN@r 1. The United Nations Human Rights
Committee recommended that Japan apologize andptategal responsibility for the “comfort
women” system. The city councils of Takarazuka,dsiy, and Sapporo passed resolutions calling on
the Japanese government to resolve this issue.

[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 191.]

In January 2009, the controversy regarding the reaigsdes after the 1945 battle of Okinawa (see
NCH Annual Report 2008wvas reignited. On 3 February 2009, the governrdentded not to insert a
special Battle of Okinawa clause into textbook enmeg guidelines that would give “special
consideration” to passages about the history oh@ka.

[SourcesJapan Timeg4 February 2009)Keesings historisch archi€2008) 109110; Telegraph(9
January 2009).]

On 9 April 2009, the Education, Science and TeabgwMinistry released details of two textbooks
that passed its 2008 screening process, includoontoversial history textbook written by members
of the Japanese Society for History Textbook Refoline textbook,Chugakko Shakai Rekishi
(Middle School Social Studies and History; publigh®y Jiyu Sha), was an updated edition of a
former textbook,Atarashii Rekishi Kyokash@New History Textbook; published by Fusosha).
According to ministry officials, nearly 300 part$ the textbook had to be edited as part of the
screening process. For example, a passage thathsaithe Imperial Japanese Army “was unable to
prevent improper killing and abuse” of prisonersvair and civilians during the war was changed to a
sentence saying that Japan had “committed impnopeders and abuse, and caused great damage”.
[Source:Asian News/Yomiuri Shimbh0 April 2009).]

See alsdorea (North), Korea (South).

JORDAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2004.
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KAZAKHSTAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

KENYA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

In January and February 2008, widespread violerwowed the disputed December 2007
presidential and parliamentary elections. In thesivoutbreak of ethnic and partisan conflict since
independence in 1963, over 1,100 people were kidgdr 350,000 people were internally displaced,
and property worth millions of dollars was destmbyternational mediation produced a coalition
government in March 2008. In October 2008, the Casion of Inquiry on Post Election Violence
(CIPEV) that had investigated the violence of 208 submitted its report to the government. The
CIPEV recommendations covered individual criminesponsibility of alleged perpetrators of the
violence, police reform, the incorporation into dmstic legislation of the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court (ICC) and constitutidmeforms. The CIPEV key recommendation was
for the government to establish a Special Tribupainvestigate and prosecute perpetrators of the
violence. If the government failed to do this, ®EPEV recommended that the cases be referred to
the ICC for investigation. In November 2008, theegymment formed a cabinet committee headed by
President Mwai Kibaki and the prime minister to lempent the report. In December 2008, the
government announced that the committee would peepalraft bill to establish a Special Tribunal
to investigate and prosecute alleged perpetratotiseopost-election violence. However, by the end
of 2008, the government had not announced a corapséfe plan of action to implement the report
or guarantees that victims of human rights abusasidvreceive reparations. Parliament, however,
enacted an International Crimes Act to incorpotiagel CC Rome Statute into domestic law.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationdReport 2009(London 2009) 8, 195-196; Human Rights Watch,
Give Parliament Time to Enact Necessary Legisladivé Constitutional Amendmer(&3 December
2008); Human Rights Watckiyorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 82.]

In October 2008, parliament passed a law estahlista Truth, Justice and Reconciliation
Commission (TJRC), in accordance with the politicediation agreement signed in March 2008.
The TJRC mandate would be to investigate humangigiolations, including those committed by

the state, groups or individuals, between 12 Deeeni®63 and 28 February 2008. The law
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contained a number of provisions which breachegfational law and best practice standards: these
included provisions allowing the TIJRC to recommeaminesty for crimes under international law
such as torture, enforced disappearance, and wdital executions, and provisions creating
obstacles to prosecutions of crimes under intesnati law. The law did not guarantee a
comprehensive protection program for victims anthegses, and fell short of ensuring a broad range
of reparations for victims of human rights violat#o By the end of 2008, the TIRC had not been
formed.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009 (London 2009) 196; Article 19lfex Alert (3
November 2008).]

On 21 February 2009, around 23 members of Bungdwananchi (People’s Parliament, a civil
society forum purporting to offer an alternative ttee official Kenyan National Assembly) were
reportedly arrested after attending readings conwnatimg two victims of assassination: Mau Mau
leader Kimathi Wa Chiuri (Dedan Kimathi; 1920-19%f)d journalist, politician and member of
parliament Pio Gama Pinto (1927-1965). They weeegdd with “being members of an illegal sect”.
[Source: International Pen Writers inPrison ComeeiftRapid Action Network RAN 13/024
February 2009).]

KOREA, NORTH

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

North Korea's widespread policy of enforced disagypace practised since the Korean War (1950—
1953) continued. Family members of suspected disséddisappeared under the principle of “guilt
by association”. The authorities, however, stilfused to acknowledge the use of enforced
disappearances. In 2008, the issue of foreignéegeally abducted by North Korea mostly in the
1970s and 1980s remained unresolved. South Koidahsst 496 of its citizens, abducted by North
Korean agents, remained in North Korea against thidli but North Korea denied this. However, in
August 2008, North Korean officials agreed to rewjnvestigations into the fate and whereabouts
of several Japanese nationals who had disappearpevious decades. They admitted that North
Korea had abducted thirteen Japanese—returningtdiviapan in 2002, but claiming that the other
eight died—and that no other Japanese citizens aletacted. Japan insists that several more of its
citizens were abducted.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 200; Human Rights WatdNorld
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Report 2009Washington 2009) 283-284.]

See alsd&orea, South.

KOREA, SOUTH

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In January 2008, President-elect Lee Myung-bak kaid/ould not call on Japan to apologize for its
wartime atrocities. In October 2008, the South leorgarliament passed a resolution calling for
justice for the survivors of Japan’s military selkslavery system during World War II.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 201.]

In February 2008, President Lee Myung-bak tookceffivith a pledge to change South Korea's
policies on North Korea, saying he would speakauthe latter's human rights record and demand
the return of South Korean prisoners of war anduatebs. Under former Presidents Kim Dae-jung
and Roh Mu-hyun, both of whom had summit meetingk Worth Korean leader Kim Jong Il, South
Korea offered large amounts of aid and started megonomic projects in North Korea, but largely
remained silent on human rights violations.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 284.]

In early October 2008, the Ministry of Educatiorjehice and Technology announced that it would
intervene in the revision process for an authorg&e/olume high school history textbook entitléd
Modern and Contemporary History of Korépublished by Kumsung Publishers) written by, linte
alii, Kim Han-jong, a history education professor at the Korea Natidtmiversity of Educatiorand
Hong Soon-kwon a history professor, ostensibly “to establish tbgitimacy of the Republic of
Korea”. On 9 October 2008, the Joint Committee on Resgltlre Textbook Issue, a newly formed
coalition of history associations (including thesAsiation for Korean Historical Studies, the Korean
Association of History Education, and the Nationdistory Teachers Association) and civic
organizations (including the Institute for ReseanthCollaborationist Activities) declared that the
plan damaged the textbook authorization system wamtermined the neutrality of education as
guaranteed by the Constitution. On 14 October 2808, ministry set up a committee of experts
(teachers, professors, and school supervisors) thitegovernmental National History Compilation
Committee (which had authorized the textbook in20004, and 2005) had declined to give its
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opinion on 253 items which were listed in a reuisi;equest by various conservative groups
(including members of the ruling Grand NationaltiPand the New Right group Textbook Forum)
who had criticized the textbooks as too friendlyNorth Korea, anti-United States, and leftist.
Authorization would be revoked if the ministry’srdands for revision were not accepted. On 16
October 2008, the official National Institute of #6an History (NIKH) submitted a report entitled “A
Review of A Modern and Contemporary History of Koraad Proposed Guidelines” to the ministry
with its judgment on 49 of the 253 items, which wasant to serve as a guideline for the textbook’s
revision. One of the NIKH comments was that, aftexr Korean War (1950-1953), the Republic of
Korea (South Korea) emphasized economic developnaewt deterred communist threats by
deferring democracy. On 30 October 2008, the minidemanded that the authors of this and five
other textbooks delete or revise 55 sections thatlérmined the legitimacy of the South Korean
government”.

One textbook (published by the Institute for BeHEducation) stipulated that President Synghman
Rhee, South Korea’'s founding president (1948-196) called an anti-communist by liberals,
exploited the North Korean threat to “shore up Histatorial regime”. The Defense Ministry
demanded that the passage be rewritten as “Heislidest to contain Communism”. The Kumsung
textbook stipulated that President Park Chung lteedwer 1961-1979), a military strongman who
came to power in a coup in 1961, was “a presiderito wplaced himself above the
nation’s Constitution”. The Defense Ministry demaddthat this was to be replaced with: “a
president who contributed to the nation’s modetiozd. The Ministry of Unification demanded that
the term “sunshine policy” (the South Korean dowrioward North Korea during the administration
of former President Kim Dae-jung [1998-2008]) besadibed as a “policy of reconciliation and
cooperation”. The authors rejected the interfereasca beautification of Korea's history, overloakin
Korean collaboration with the Japanese occupiedspastwar dictatorships, and as reminiscent of
the censorship of those dictatorships.

Professional historians such as Ju Jin-oh (Chwn-6h), a history professor at Sangmyung
University, declared that such revisions would betary to the current curriculum (which said that
the rule of Presidents Syngman Rhee and Park Chelagvas dictatorial), created in 1997, and thus
tended to justify the authoritarian rule of thetpas an unavoidable consequence of the Korean War
(1950-1953). Another historian, Lee Tae-jin, chainmof the Korean History Department at Seoul
National University and the dean of the CollegeHaimanities, however, criticized the textbook for
its liberal bias; as a result, Lee declared, theae a tendency to highlight only the popular upgsi
in contemporary history, while ignoring the Kore@mpire period and the period of enlightenment
for Korea. The shift of the ministry from a unift@a to a national security perspective was asdribe

to the hardening of the South-North relations uritter conservative government of President Lee
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Myung-bak, elected in February 2008.

[SourcesChosun llba(26 February 2009)fhe Hankyorel{22 September 2008; 9-10 & 17-18 & 20
& 28 October 2008; 15 January 200Bternational Herald Tribun€17 November 2008\lew York
Times(17 November 2008).]

See alsdapan, Korea, North.

KUWAIT

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2005.

KYRGYZSTAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: —.

SeeUzbekistan.
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LATVIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

LEBANON

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

More than two years after the end of the 2006 vedwben Israel and Hizbollah, neither the Israeli
nor the Lebanese government has investigated tiatigins of the laws of war committed by the
warring parties. The estimated one million clustembs left behind by Israel’'s bombing campaign
continued to harm civilians. Israel persisted B ri¢fusal to turn over detailed information on the
location of the areas that had been target of lttstar attacks. In July 2008, the bodies of twadér
soldiers captured by Hizbullah from northern IsraelJuly 2006 were handed over to Israel in
exchange for five Lebanese prisoners, four of thémbullah members, and the human remains of
almost 200 Arab nationals.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 207; Human Rights WatdNorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 486, 488.]

Little action was taken to address impunity foriticdl killings, enforced disappearances, tortund a
other abuses committed during the civil war (19784a) and since. In 1992, the Lebanese authorities
said that more than 17,000 people had disappeandd in the custody of the parties to the conflict.
There was no new information about some 650 Leleamesl other nationals reported to have
disappeared when held by the Syrian authorities #ifiey were abducted or detained in Lebanon. An
official joint Syrian-Lebanese committee establlie May 2005 to investigate such cases had not
published any findings. In August 2008, the auttliesisaid they were “committed to pursuing the
issue of Lebanese citizens who are missing or mkedain Syria”. However, the government took no
practical steps to uncover mass graves or coltdgtrihation on the disappeared.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 207; Human Rights WatdNWorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 486, 488.]

In [2008], the Israeli filmNaltz with Bashiwas banned despite documenting an important peffiod
modern Lebanese history and winning a Golden Gfobd&Best Foreign Film. The film depicts the

September 1982 killings of Palestinians in the 8add Shatila refugee camps that took place by
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Lebanese militias following the assassination dbdmeese President Bashir Gemayel. Film director
Ari Folman also briefly examined the role of the Israeli goweent in the killings, as Lebanon was
under Israeli occupation at the time. The ban wat pf a larger prohibition of any goods that
originated from Israel.

[Source: Article 19Artist Alert (WWW-text; January 2009).]

On 2 December 2008, the 11th report was issuetheofUnited Nations International Independent
Investigation Commission on its investigations itthe killing of former Prime Minister Rafiq al-
Hariri and 22 others in February 2005 and twentyeptbombings and assassinations. The Special
Tribunal for Lebanon, which would further investigaand prosecute the cases, was scheduled to
begin functioning on 1 March 2009. In August 2088man Tarabay and Moustapha Talal Mesto,
two of nine men detained without charge since 2iB0Bonnection with the investigation into the
Hariri killing, were released on bail. The sevehears continued to be detained without charge ak tri
even though the United Nations Working Group onitéaloy Detention ruled in November 2007 that
six of them were arbitrarily detained.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 207; Human Rights WatdNorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 490.]

See alsyria.

LIBERIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2008, the Liberian Truth and Reconciliation Coission (TRC), which had since its creation in
2006 been plagued with leadership, transparency, aperational problems, showed significant
improvement. From January to September 2008, th€ €Bnducted well-attended, countrywide
hearings in which over 500 victims and some 35 farfaction leaders testified. One session took
place in the United States, the first time TRC g have been held outside the country where the
violations occurred. They were followed by institbutal and thematic hearings that were continuing
at the end of 2008. The victims described war csimemmitted by all sides in the conflict (1979-
2003), while perpetrators often failed to admitlaimns or ask forgiveness, and appeared to use the
hearings to absolve them of their guilt. In Septen®008, the TRC made a request to the Special

Court for Sierra Leone for former President Chafleglor to testify. TRC commissioners were
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praised for having brought the perpetrators taiffedbut also criticized for their lack of rigorous
guestioning, thus failing to ensure a more accuhagéorical account. Questions remained about
whether TRC commissioners should act on their pdeveecommend individuals for prosecution, as
included in their mandate; and whether the Libejiaticial system would be able and willing to try
these cases. In December 2008, however, in antdffocall on alleged perpetrators to attend
hearings, the TRC published a list of 198 nameallefyed perpetrators who refused to appear and
respond to allegations against them.

[Sources: Amnesty Internation&geport 2009London 2009) 209-210; Human Rights Watéhorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 87, 90.]

In March 2008, an appeal court in the Netherlangstarned the conviction of Gus Kouwenhoven
who had been found guilty of breaking a United biagi arms embargo by supplying weapons to
former President Charles Taylor during Liberia’shitiot. The appeals court followed the district

court by acquitting Kouwenhoven of charges of wamnes.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 210.]

In September 2008, Charles “Chuckie” Taylor, Jne son of former Liberian president Charles
Taylor, went on trial in the United States (US) wsmd of torture while he headed Liberia’s Anti-
Terrorist Unit (ATU). On 30 October 2008, the jugund the defendant guilty on all counts. The
case against Taylor, an American citizen, was fh& brought under the US Torture Victim
Protection Act (enacted in 1994 to allow chargesiregl a person accused of torture abroad if the
accused was in the US or was an American citizemyas also the first prosecution for war crimes
committed in Liberia. Sentencing was due in ea@92

[Sources: Amnesty Internation&geport 2009London 2009) 209-210; Human Rights Watéhorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 90.]

See als®@ierra Leone.

LIBYA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

The State Security Court sentendddss Boufayed and ten others to prison terms of up to 25 years

after being convicted on vaguely worded chargeduding “attempting to overthrow the political
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[ LT3

system”, “spreading false rumours about the Libyagime”, and “communication with enemy
powers”. In February 2007, they had been arredted Boufayed and three others issued a statement
about a planned peaceful protest to commemoratekitleg of at least twelve people during a
demonstration in February 2006 in Benghazi. In ©et®008, Idriss Boufayed was released, as were
eight of his co-defendants in November 2008. Ndangtion was given for the releases. Two men
sentenced with them remained in prison.

[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 47, 212.]

The authorities failed to address the long-stangiagern of impunity for perpetrators of gross
human rights violations. No public information watade available about the investigation into
events in 1996 at Tripoli's Abu Salim Prison in atihundreds of prisoners were allegedly killed.
The only organization permitted to address humgintsj the Society of Human Rights of the Gaddafi
International Charity and Development FoundatioDEf announced that a preliminary report
establishing criminal and legal responsibility filwe incident would be submitted to the judicial
authorities, but gave no date. In June 2008, it iepsrted that the North Benghazi court ordered the
authorities to disclose the fate of some 30 prisoméno were feared to have died in detention during
the events at Abu Salim, but they failed to provéhy public information. Some reports suggested
that the authorities had agreed to pay financiahgensation to about 35 families of prisoners who
died in return for their agreement not to seekdiadiiredress. The authorities took no steps toesidr
the legacy of gross human rights violations coneditin earlier years, notably the 1970s, 1980s and
1990s, including the enforced disappearance of fagisdof critics and opponents of the government.
Many are feared to have died or been killed inamst

[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 212-213.]

LITHUANIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2005.

On 17 June 2008, a new law banned the public udtanifand Soviet symbols such as the swastika,

hammer and sickle, national anthems, and portéitsaders.

[Source:Keesings historisch archi€2008) 678.]

See alsdBelarus, Russia.
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MACEDONIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

SeeGreece.

MALAYSIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

MALDIVES

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2006.

In October 2008, journalist, historian, and poiiit Mohamed Nasheedwon the presidential
elections with 54 per cent of the votes. (See NCGiHual Report 2006
[Source:Keesings historisch archi¢2009) 287.]

MAURITANIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2002.

Although slavery was officially abolished in 198hdamade a criminal offence in 2007, evidence
indicated the continued existence of the practt@ople were believed to be held in forced labor or
slavery in the regions of Tiris Zemour and NemaSkptember 2008, a former slave wrote to the
authorities asking them to look for fourteen mersbef his family still held in slavery in Tiris
Zemour.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdkeport 2009London 2009) 223.]
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MEXICO

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 12 April 2007, President Felipe Calderon sigredaw (passed by the federal Parliament)
decriminalizing defamation and insult. The fede3ahate declared it was for “civil court judges to
decide if persons, journalists and communicatotsvitbin or outside the law when they disseminate
information or opinions, by eliminating the posttlgiof a prison sentence for any abuse of freedom
of expression”. These would henceforth be punighalylfines or the award of damages. “Under no
circumstances” were the negative opinions of litgrartistic, historical, scientific or professidna
critics to be considered “attacks on the honord glerson or institution.

[Source: C. WendellThe Right to Offend, Shock or Disturb: A Guide wwlHtion of Insult Laws in
2007 and 2008Reston, VA, 2009) 93]

During its five-year existence, the Special Protmts Office that former President Vicente Fox
established in 2001 to address abuses committeédgdtive “dirty war” in the 1960s, 1970s, and
1980s made very limited progress in investigating prosecuting these crimes. It did not obtain a
single criminal conviction. Of the more than 600sappearance” cases, it filed charges in sixteen
cases and obtained indictments in nine. The offleeermined the whereabouts of only six
“disappeared” individuals, finding that four werens to psychiatric institutions and two were killed
while in detention. After President Felipe Calderdificially closed the office, the cases were
transferred to another, non-specialized office iwithe federal Attorney General’s Office, which did
not make significant advances in the investigations

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 226; Human Rights WatdNorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 192-193.]

On 25 or 26 July 2008/liguel Angel Gutiérrez Avila (?1955-2008), aanthropologist, author of a
number of books on the indigenous people of Guerstate and activist for the rights of the Amuzgo
people, was killed (probably beaten to death) whiiging toward Chilpancingo de los Bravo, the
capital of Guerrero. His filming equipment was stolBetween 23 and 25 July 2008, he had visited
the Suljaa’ and Cozoyoapan communities in Costac&hGuerrero, for a documentary film on
indigenous cultures and traditions, entitled “LanRa del Tigre” (The Dance of the Tiger). During
his visit, he had also documented alleged humartgigiolations by the authorities against the staff
of the a local community radio station Radio Nomaftla Palabra del Agua (The Word of the

Water). According to local press reports, one Ipathted to the involvement of Aceadeth Rocha
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Ramirez, mayor of the municipality of Xochistlahaan Costa Chica and allegedly one of a number
of local political leaders opposed to indigenousvements and Radio Nomndaa. Another lead
suggested that Gutiérrez had angered the auttsohtidilming members of the Agencia Federal de
Investigacién (AFI; Federal Investigations Agen@g they raided the radio station. Gutiérrez's
publications included.a tradicion oral afromestiza en Méxi¢b985; The afromestizo oral tradition),
Déspotas y caciques: una antropologia politica de Amuzgos de Guerre{@001; Despots and
caciques: a political anthropology of the AmuzgdsQuerrero) andLa historia del estado de
Guerrero a través de su cultura: una perspectivar@woldgica (2008; The history of the state of
Guerrero through its culture: an anthropologicakpective).

[Sources: International PEN Writers in Prison Cottesi, Half-Yearly Caselist To 31 December
2008(London 2009) 33; IdeniRapid Action Network 42/08, Updatg29 July 2009).]

On 2 October 2008, the 40th anniversary of theeldédo Square massacre, when government forces
gunned down protesters in Mexico City in circumststhat have never been sufficiently clarified,
those responsible were no closer to being helddcount. A federal court review of a previous ruling
that former President Luis Echeverria Alvarez stiawdt stand trial for genocide in connection with
the Tlatelolco massacre was pending at the en0@8.2

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 226.]

MOLDOVA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2003.

MONGOLIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

MONTENEGRO

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

Judicial investigations proceeded slowly into th@92 enforced disappearance of 83 Bosnian
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Muslims (Bosniaks) who had fled to Montenegro fribra then Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina
(RBiH). In May 2008, a retired senior police offidestified that the then Minister of Interior Pave
Bulatovic had ordered the Bosniaks to be detained and haovkdto the Bosnian Serb Army. In
June 2008, Milobukanove, Prime Minister both then and in 1992, denied Keole of the
“deportations”. On 25 December 2008, the governnaakhowledged state responsibility for the
enforced disappearances. In this unprecedentedidecthey agreed to provide reparations to nine
survivors and their families, and to the relatieéshose who were killed as a result of their urildw
“deportation” by the Montenegrin police to Bosniaarb military forces.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 38—-39, 231.]

MOROCCO/WESTERN SAHARA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2008, Morocco made important progress in adéiggsast abuses and allowing space for public
dissent and protest. But the authorities, aidecctayplaisant courts, continued to use repressive
legislation to punish peaceful opponents, espgcthlbse who violate the taboos against criticizing
the king or the monarchy, questioning the “Morogeess” of Western Sahara, or “denigrating”

Islam.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 497.]

The Human Rights Advisory Board, charged with cwmtig the work of the Equity and
Reconciliation Commission (IER; established in 2@64look into grave human rights violations
committed during the rule of King Hassan |l durib@56—-1999), still did not publish the list of all
cases of enforced disappearances investigated éoyf\EBR. The IER’s final report, published in
January 2006, recommended measures to preventtia@pef grave human rights violations through
a comprehensive program of judicial and institutiomeforms, but these had not yet been
implemented. Nor was any progress made toward girayivictims with effective access to justice or
holding individual perpetrators to account, isstieg were excluded from the remit of the IER.

In June 2008, a court orderédiJarida Al-Oulanewspaper to stop publishing testimonies made
by senior public officials to the IER, following @mplaint by the President of the Human Rights
Advisory Board. This intervention was widely criied by local human rights organizations.
[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 234.]
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Little independent information was available abeonhditions in the refugee camps run by the
Polisario Front in Algeria. No steps were knowrhtive been taken to address the impunity of those
accused of committing human rights abuses in thgpeadn the 1970s and 1980s.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 234.]

MYANMAR (BURMA)

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 21 February 2009, history teacher Ma Khin Khehl(?1966-) was released. (See N&ihual
Reports 2001, 2003nd http://www.concernedhistorians.org/contentsffiie/ca/18.pdf and follow-

up.)
[Source: Amnesty International, “Political Prisoa&et Free in Myanmar” (24 February 2009).]

See alsd hailand.
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NAMIBIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

There was no end in sight for the Caprivi treasaal,twhich started in 2004 following attacks
carried out in the Caprivi Strip in 1999 by a sebasist group, the Caprivi Liberation Army. Most of
the 117 people on trial spent their ninth year étedtion. By the end of 2008, the prosecution had
still not closed its case. None of the police aficaccused of torturing suspects detained in diew
of the Caprivi uprising faced any formal chargesligciplinary action.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 239.]

Mass graves were reportedly discovered in nortidamibia and southern Angola, containing the
bodies of people unlawfully killed between 1994 @082 by Namibian and Angolan security forces.
Suspected supporters of the Angolan armed group/tii@o Nacional para a Independéncia Total de
Angola (UNITA; National Union for the Total Indepéence of Angola) were allegedly targeted by
the security forces, particularly in the late 198@sl in early 2000. In September 2008, the existenc
of the graves was reported by the National Sod@mtyHuman Rights (NSHR). On 1 October 2008,
the Minister of Safety and Security said that togegnment already knew about the graves. A police
investigation launched by the government later thabth was criticized by the NSHR for its failure
to include independent forensic experts.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 240.]

NEPAL

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

During the 1996—-2006 armed conflict, both the siégctdiorces and the Communist Party of Nepal-
Maoist (CPN-M) rebels were responsible for humaghts abuses. Security forces committed
hundreds of extrajudicial killings, widespread twe, and, in some years, the largest humber of
“disappearances” in the world. Maoist forces abedgctortured, and killed civilians suspected of
being “informers” or “enemies of the revolutionxterted “donations” from villagers, recruited
children as soldiers, and abducted students fatigadlindoctrination. Maoists often executed their
victims in public, forcing the victim’s relativesd other villagers to observe the killing. Evereaft

they signed a peace agreement in November 2006 thetarmy and Maoists failed to cooperate with



Network of Concerned Historian&nnual Report 20085eptember 2009) 67

police investigations. In late 2008, not a singrpetrator had been brought to justice before a
civilian court. The Nepal Army continued to resitcountability. The police, subordinate to the
army, resisted filing cases of human rights violasi.

The lack of political will to address crimes wadsacareflected in proposals to grant an amnesty for
serious human rights abuses committed during theflico Draft laws on both a truth and
reconciliation commission and a disappearances dssion contained such an amnesty. In
September 2008, although the ruling parties affitreeir commitment to establish commissions on
national peace and rehabilitation, truth and reitiation, “disappearances”, and land reform, they
had not made significant progress on establishirygothem in late 2008.

In early 2008, the International Committee of Bexd Cross listed more than 800 people who had
disappeared at the hands of the government an@RiNM during the conflict and whose fate and
whereabouts remained unknown. The government coedumonsultations on a draft bill which
would make enforced disappearance a criminal ofemzer Nepalese law. However, the June 2007
Supreme Court order that the government form a dsmiom to investigate cases of enforced
disappearances remained in limbo due to lack dfigall will. In November 2008, the government
released a draft of the Disappearances (Crime anisment) Bill.

[Sources: Amnesty Internation&eport 2009London 2009) 240-241; Human Rights Watéhorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 272-273.]

Following demonstrations on 10 March 2008 in Kaththato commemorate the failed 1959 Tibetan
uprising against Chinese rule, over 2,500 Tibetaase arrested for protesting peacefully. On 18
April 2008, two Tibetan journalists covering theofsts, Tenzin Choepheland Thupten Shastri,
were arrested. On 8 August 2008, 1,300 Tibetans weested after another demonstration.
[Sources: Human Rights Watch, “Nepal: Stop lllegd@etaining Tibetans” (20 April 2008); Idem,
World Report 2009(Washington 2009) 276, 278ndex on Censorship3/08: 209; Keesings
historisch archie{2008) 526-527.]

In May 2008, the government was urged to ensures#uairity of historical materials and papers
contained in Narayanhiti Palace, including the MadRuraskar Pustakalaya (the biggest record
library of Nepal), during the process of transfegriownership of the premises after abolishing the
monarchy and establishing the republic on 28 Ma&3820

[Source: “Nepal govt urged to protect historicatdments at NarayanhitiQnelndia(WWW-text,

25 May 2008).]
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NETHERLANDS

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2002—-2004, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs refuk a grant for a project proposal Bglma
Leydesdorff (1949-), a professor of oral history and cultuteghe University of Amsterdam, in
which she would interview the widows of the 199&I8enica genocide in depth. A letter of inquiry,
sent by Leydesdorff in 2002, was not answered byMmistry of Foreign Affairs and a first project
proposal from October 2003 was rejected in AprD20After an appeal by the author, a hearing was
organized in June 2004 in which it was agreed shatwould be given the opportunity to submit a
new proposal. This second project received sugpmnrt, inter alia, the International Commission for
Missing Persons, several Bosnian women’s orgawiaatiand several ministry officials, but was
again turned down in December 2004. Minister of eigpr Affairs Ben Bot and Minister of
Development Cooperation Agnes van Aardenne pergoinéérvened to block the grant. The official
reasons given during ministerial replies to fiveesgions asked in parliament, were that the project
did not fit into foreign policy programs and thatedto its scholarly character, it had not the resgqui
social relevance, nor would it foster reconcilatian ministry circles, however, other reasons
circulated such as suspicion of Leydesdorff's mesivand fear for the project’s political aspects,
particularly by encouraging legal claims by survesdor financial compensation in the wake of a
possible lawsuit against the Netherlands (suchaaud was eventually started by some Srebenica
survivors in 2007). The project eventually resulteth the bookDe leegte achter ons laten: een
geschiedenis van de vrouwen van Srebrefii¢arch 2008; Leaving the void behind us: a histoty
the women of Srebrenica).

[Sources: S. de Hoop, “Vrouwen van Srebrenica anlbad”, Internationale Spectatoi2009: 326;

S. Leydesdorff,De leegte achter ons laten: Een geschiedenis varvrdawen van Srebrenica
(Amsterdam 2008), 375—-38RRC Handelsbladl1l March 2008).]

In 2009, historian Lambert Giebels (1935-) was wdraccess to 73 pages of secret Council of
Ministers minutesn the “Hofmans affair”. (See NCAnhnual Report 20QY

[Source: L. Giebels, “Geheime ministerraadnotulerofrirns-affaire openbaar” Historisch
nieuwsbladMarch 2009) 7.]

See alsd@osnia and Herzegovina, Germany, Liberia, Rwanda.
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NEW ZEALAND

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

NICARAGUA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 1998.

NIGER

LastAnnual Reporentry: —.

In October 2008, the Community Court of Justicetted Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) ordered the Niger government torppgrations to a woman who had been kept
as a domestic and sexual slave for a decade. Thmawdad lodged a complaint against the
government for failing to implement existing lawgainst slavery. This landmark decision
corroborated allegations by international and maticNGOs who had said that there were still slaves
in Niger although this practice had been maderaecin 2003.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 246.]

NIGERIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

NORWAY

LastAnnual Reporentry: —.

SeeRwanda.
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PAKISTAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2006.

In April 2008, Law Minister Farooq Naik promisedaththe government would trace all people
subjected to enforced disappearance. Accordingga@bvernment’s own figures, 1,102 people have
disappeared in the province of Balochistan alome.May 2008, the government set up two
committees to trace disappeared people. In Jun8,286@ government stated that 43 disappeared
persons had been traced in Balochistan, and hlaerdieen released or detained in an official place
of detention. Petitions relating to hundreds ofesasf disappearances remained pending before the
Supreme Court. On 21 November 2008, Human Rightéstéir Mumtaz Alam Gilani announced that
a new law was being prepared to facilitate the vepo of disappeared people and stated that his
ministry had 567 documented cases of enforced pésapnce. On 25 November 2008, the Senate
Standing Committee on the Interior reportedly asWedged that intelligence agencies maintained
“countless hidden torture cells” across the couriirgspite these initiatives, new cases of enforced
disappearance were reported.

[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 252—-253.]

PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2006-2009,X (name unknown), an archaeologist specialized limmis archaeology and the
history of Islamic art and architecture and workiag) a university professor at the University of
Gaza, received repeated threats by telephone fridemntified persons who did not state why he was
being targeted. The reason was probably his aetigagement with Western communities, including
his participation in visiting programs at the Urmisiey of Chicago and Montclair State University,
Montclair, New Jersey, in the United States. Hengglished his position as chair of the department
of antiquities, University of Gaza, (of which he smhe founder) because he refused to serve under a
violent political and administrative body that heltained power as a result of armed conflict. He
went into exile in Canada, where he became a mgifirofessor at the Department of Near and
Middle Eastern Civilizations, University of Toronto

[Source: Scholars at Risk (SARJase Palestinian Authority 540lew York June 2009).]



Network of Concerned Historian&nnual Report 20085eptember 2009) 71

See alsdsrael, Syria, United States.

PANAMA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

PARAGUAY

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

In August 2008, nearly five years after it was bBksaed by law, the Truth and Justice Commission
(TJC) presented its conclusions and recommendat®tize state. During the same month, the new
President Fernando Lugo made a public apologyedovittims of human rights violations under the
military government of General Alfredo StroessnE®54-1989), the first such statement ever by a
Paraguayan head of state. However, he stopped shcatcepting state responsibility for the
violations. A new law passed in September 2008 ledalictims of detention on political grounds in
1954-1989 to seek reparations; those who wereréattor disappeared during that time were already
eligible for reparations. In December 2008, the Tiblished its report and recommendations on
human rights violations committed during 1954-1988e TJC's conclusions identified 20,090
direct victims of human rights violations duringetiperiod under investigation. These included
19,862 victims of arbitrary or illegal detentior,172 victims of torture, 59 victims of extrajuditi
execution and 336 victims of enforced disappearaitee TJC recommended that the Public
Prosecutor and Procurator General investigateagb further. It found that sexual violence hadbee
employed as a repressive strategy, identifyingca$eape and sexual abuse by military and police
officers committed against girls aged between 18 &B. Through withess testimony, the TJC
investigated violence against children, particylan campesino(peasant) communities. It also
concluded that systematic and generalized violatiagainst the Aché indigenous peoples in the
1970s might constitute a crime against humanity.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 18, 259-260.]
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PERU

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 10 December 2007, the trial began of AlbertarRaiji, former president of Peru (1990-2000),
who was extradited from Chile. He was accused @fetttrajudicial execution of fifteen people in the
Barrios Altos district of Lima in November 1991 etlenforced disappearance and murder of nine
students and a teacher from La Cantuta Universityuly 1992, and two abductions. He faced a
sentence of up to 35 years’ imprisonment. Durin@&@he three judges of the Special Criminal
Court heard evidence from Fujimori and scores ofi@gses, including victims’ relatives, members of
the Colina group (an army death squad responsirl¢he killings), high-ranking military officers,
journalists, and human rights experts. It was fh& time in its history that Peru tried a former
president for grave human rights violations. OnpfilA2009, Fujimori was found guilty on charges
involving serious human rights violations. He wamvicted of the killings of 25 people in two
massacres (1991, 1992), and of the kidnappings jolumalist and a businessman in 1992. The
massacres were carried out by the Colina unit,ezialized squad of military intelligence officers
operating under his control. During the trial, enide showed that the killings formed part of a
counterinsurgency strategy that Fujimori establiséued carried out through the intelligence services
[Sources: Human Rights WatcWorld Report 200§Washington 2009) 196; Idem, “Peru: Fujimori
Verdict a Rights Victory” (WWW-text; 7 April 2009).

According to the Truth and Reconciliation CommissifrRC), almost 70,000 people died or
“disappeared” during the internal armed conflicB§0-2000). Many were victims of atrocities
committed by the Sendero Luminoso (Shining Patk)the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement,
and others of human rights violations by state egyén August 2008, five years after the publicatio
of the final TRC report, the TRC’s former presideriticized the government’s failure to implement
any of the recommended reforms. In November 2088, separate bills proposing amnesties for
police and military personnel implicated in humaghts violations were presented to Congress.

In April 2008, General Julio Salazar Monroe, fornhead of the National Intelligence Service
(SIN) during the Fujimori government (1990-2000gswsentenced to 35 years’ imprisonment for
ordering the Cantuta killings. Efforts to investigaand prosecute former officials and military
officers implicated in scores of other killings adidappearances dating from the beginning of the
armed conflict had meager results. Lack of coopmmaby the military hampered investigation of
human rights cases. The excessive workload of pubses, inefficiency, and inexperience in dealing

with human rights cases also contributed to thaydelAccording to information published by the
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Human Rights Ombudsman in December 2007, of 198scawnitored by the institution—which
include abuses committed by insurgent groups—aiiyad led to convictions, while 110 were still
under investigation by prosecutors. In all, onlgateen individuals had received prison sentenaoes. |
August 2008, the Ombudsman noted with concerncibnaitt proceedings were stagnating.

In May 2008, Peru was reviewed under the UnivelPsalodic Review mechanism of the United
Nations Human Rights Council. During the reviewtuPgledged to report back to the Human Rights
Council on its efforts to implement the TRC recomuhations, in particular with regard to victims’
compensation and institutional reform, includingnging to justice those responsible for human
rights violations during the armed conflict.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 261; Human Rights WatdNWorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 195-197, 200.]

On 21 July 2008leysi Suarez a model and a dancer for the bakitha Bella,was featured on the
cover ofD’Farandula magazine sitting naked on a horse and using thenadtlag as a saddle in the
run-up to the 187th anniversary of Peru’s 1821 peselence from Spain on 28 July. She could face
up to four years’ imprisonment for offending patitcsymbols.

[Source:Index on Censorshig/08: 186.]

POLAND

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 25 November 2008, a Moscow court refused to @edhe investigation into the 1940 Katy

massacre. On 29 January 2009, the Supreme Coldittnged this judgment.

[Source:Keesings historisch archi¢2009) 89.]

See alsdsrael, Russia.
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ROMANIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

RUSSIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 27 March 2008, students from the Volgograd Aoadef Public Administration barred entry to
the new rector in protest over tlie factodismissal of the former rector, historian, anditjall
theorist Mikhail Sukiasyan (1992-2008). The students also organized strikekiaSyan had
reportedly angered the Volgograd region governorirtiting Boris Nemtsov, a leader from the
opposition Union of Right Forces, to speak to stisleduring the 2007 parliamentary election
campaign. Shortly after, his re-election was nobficmed by the administration of President
Vladimir Putin.

[Source: Georg-Eckert InstituDas Bulletin no. 4 (Winter 2008) 64—65tnternational Herald

Tribune(Russian press review; 28 March 2008).]

On 8 July 2008, the Ulyanovsk city court judgedremtist Hitler's Table Talk,a book by British
historianHugh Trevor-Roper (1914-2003) and banned it.

[Source: SOVA Center for Information and Analysisggressive Racism in Russia, Efforts to
Counteract It, and Abuse of Anti-Extremist Legiskat Current TrendgNovember 2008) 5.]

On 4 December 2008, masked and armed men broketletopremises of the Research and
Information Center Memorial in St. Petersburg. Thag a warrant signed by the Prosecutor’s Office
and included police, special forces, and membetbafnvestigative committee of the Prosecutor’s
Office. They seized the entire archive of MemoitalSt Petersburg: eleven hard drives containing
electronic archives on the Soviet repression fr@h71to the 1960s collected since 1987. These
included biographical information on more than B0,®ictims of Stalinist repression; the results of
the search for execution and burial sites of vistiwh repression (several hundred sites described or
photographed); the photo collection (over 10,006tpgraphs) and accompanying textual material of
the “Virtual Gulag Museum” (an online source lingirmore than one hundred local Russian
museums). Also confiscated were the database torghénistory archive and an electronic collection

of photographs, including scans of historic materitom private archives. In addition, the
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prosecutors took a hard drive and documents beaigntp art historianAleksandr Margolis, a
member of Memorial and director of the “Internatbharitable Foundation for the Renaissance of
St. Petersburg-Leningrad” dedicated to the presiervaf St Petersburg's historic architecture. The
search was apparently ordered in connection witmaestigation against the local newspaNevy
Petersburg(New Petersburgfor publishing an “extremist” article in June 20However, Memorial
directorIrina Flige declared that Memorial had no relationship with trewspaper. She also said
that the seizure might have been part of an offadanpaign to rehabilitate the Stalinist regimeeTh
raid took place one day before Flige would attermbaference in Moscow about Stalin’s place in
Russian history. Memorial has been nominated feiNbbel Peace Prize.

[Sources: http://www.concernedhistorians.org/conties/file/ca/58.pdf; O. Figes, “Shelved: Did
Kremlin Make my Stalin Book Disappear®Buardian (4 March 2009); Idem, “Open Letter by
International Scholars Regarding Attack on Memobri@ December 2008); L. Harding, “British
Scholar Rails at Police Seizure of Anti-Stalin Axeli, Observer(7 December 2008); Human Rights
Watch, “Russia: Police Raid Prominent Rights GroupVWW-text; 4 December 2008); A.
Rodriguez, “Russia Rewriting Josef Stalin’'s Legadghicago Tribung(WWW-text; 17 December
2008).]

On 25 February 2009, Russian archivists issued B BNd a book of historical documents meant to
counter Ukrainian claims in relation to the Holodwnfthe famine that as a result of Stalin’s farm
collectivization program killed millions of peopie 1932-33).

[Sources: M. Foley, “Ukraine: The Politics of HungéNVWW-text); S. Gutterman, “Russia Blasts

Ukraine’'s Soviet-era Genocide Claims” (WWW-text; sAsiated Press); H. Swoboda & J.M.

Wiersma, edsPRolitics of the Past: The Use and Abuse of His{@tyasbourg 2009) 11.]

In March 2009, emergency situations minister Sefjwigu called for a law, based on Holocaust
denial legislation in Germany, that would crimizali attempts to “rehabilitate Nazism” and to
suggest that the USSR did not win World War Il. Tlhev would also seek to punish eastern
European or former Soviet states which deny theseiberated by the Red Army. The call came
after a NTV documentary had exposed the scale wianuosses during the Battles of Rzhev, fought
in 1942-3, killing up to 1.5 million soldiers, twhirds of them Soviet. Critics had demanded the
arrest of its presenteAlexei Pivovarov, who was reportedly accused of being part of aislew
conspiracy financed in the West to belittle thei8bwar effort.

[Sources: American Historical Association, “Open ttee to President Dmitrii Medvedev”
(Washington 17 June 2009)elegraph(5 March 2009).]
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On 19 May 2009, President Dmitry Medvedev decidedcteate a Commission to Counteract
Attempts at Falsifying History to Damage the Ingéseof Russia, consisting of 28 members,
including members of parliament, FSB intelligeneevge officials and only three historians. Among
the historical events labeled as sensitive were Algust 1939 Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of
nonaggression between the USSR and Nazi Germamysdiiiet annexation of the Baltic countries,
and the 1940 Katy massacres. The plan coincided with the introdactib a bill “opposing the
rehabilitation of Nazism, Nazi criminals and thaizcomplices on the territory of the independent
states, former republics of the Soviet Union”. Aaling to this bill, anyone condemning the Allies
for the 1945 forcible repatration to the USSR amblsequent execution or deportation of about two
million Soviet citizens who had fallen into Germhands before they were freed by the Allied
advance (the so-called “victims of [the FebruargdConference of] Yalta”, including Russian
Cossacks, prisoners of war, forced laborers, émigméd anti-Communists who had fought for
Germany against Stalin) could be branded as a liealfh In a 17 June 2009 letter to Medvedev, the
American Historical Association asked to disbangl ¢tbmmission as it contradicted the principle of
intellectual freedom.

[Sources: American Historical Association, “Open ttee to President Dmitrii Medvedev”
(Washington 17 June 2009guardian (13 July 2009);Keesings historisch archi¢2009) 319; Y.
Kiselyov, “When Interpreting History Becomes a CeinMoscow Timeq3 June 2009)NRC
Handelsblad22 May 2009) 7, (6—7 June 2009) 4-5

On 3 March 2009, the publishing house Atticus chettpublication ofThe Whisperers: Private Life
in Stalin’'s Russiaa book by British historiai®rlando Figes (1959-), professor of history at the
University of London, about life under Stalin (tedeted into 22 languages, including all the
European languages of the former Soviet Union exBegsian)The publisher mentioned economic
reasons, but Figes believed that the decision &sesult of political pressure and reflected ardes
by the Kremlin to rehabilitate Stalin. The book wiren several hundred family archives and
thousands of interviews with survivors of the Stisli regime that Figes conducted with Memorial.
Memorial was attacked for helping “foreign histoigaaccused of setting out to blacken Soviet
history by focusing on Stalin’s crimes”.

[Source: O. Figes, “Shelved: Did Kremlin Make mal8t Book Disappear?Guardian (4 March
2009);NRC Handelsbla@s March 2009])

On 19 June 2009, the home affairs ministry in Ste®burg shut down the website
http://www.hrono.info (founded in 2000), because hiad published extracts from Hitler's

autobiographyMein Kampf.However, the website foundevyacheslav Rumyantsey a history
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graduate from Moscow State University, declared tha closure had nothing to do with Hitler,
adding that the text, widely available elsewheraswnly summarized on the site. According to
Rumyantsev, the real reason was an article postelbalune 2009 which criticized St. Petersburg’s
pro-Kremlin governor, Valentina Matviyenko, for hagcision to cut an allowance given to survivors
of the Nazi siege of Leningrad (1941-1944). Thesitebh(also available at http://www.hrono.ru) was
Russia’s largest online history resource, widelgduby scholars in Russia and elsewhere for its
biographical and historical material.

[Source:Guardian(13 July 2009]

On 3 July 2009, the Russian delegation walked batsession of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Organisation for the Security and Co-operation urdpe (OSCE) in Vilnius, Lithuania, after the
assembly had passed a resolution, of which parhgifpread: “Recalling the initiative of the
European Parliament to proclaim 23 August, wherRtioentrop-Molotov Pact was signed 70 years
ago, as a Europe-wide Day of Remembrance for Ve&ctoh Stalinism and Nazism, in order to
preserve the memory of the victims of mass degortatand exterminations”. Russia accused the
OSCE of trying to “distort history with politicalogls”.

[SourcesBBC Newg3 July 2009);Guardian(13 July 2009); Organisation for the Security arad C
operation in Europe Parliamentary Assemiigsolution on Divided Europe Reunited: Promoting
Human Rights and Civil Liberties in the OSCE Reginthe 21st CenturgDocument AS (09) D 1 E;
Vilnius 3 July 2009), paragraph 10.]

Chechnya

A number of mass graves were found in Chechnya. ddew the federal authorities blocked the
construction of a forensic laboratory, which collave helped to identify the fate of victims of
enforced disappearance. On 17 June 2008, four memb¢he human rights organization Memorial
were detained in Chechnya, while filming a buildthgught to have been used as a secret detention
center. The video footage was destroyed and threvfete threatened.

[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 271, 272.]

See alsd’oland, Syria, Ukraine, Vietnam.
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RWANDA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

President Paul Kagame sought to prevent indepenplersecution of soldiers of the Rwandan
Patriotic Front (RPF), a rebel group he once heashelRwanda’s dominant political party, for war
crimes committed during and after the 1994 Rwangamocide, including the killing of at least
30,000 people. The International Criminal Tribuf@ Rwanda (ICTR) was mandated to prosecute
such crimes, but rather than see it try RPF sddidre government arranged to have the one
remaining case under ICTR investigation transfemdts own court where it could more easily
determine the outcome.

In June 2008, Rwanda charged four Rwandan Patriainy (RPA) military officers with war
crimes for the 1994 killing of fifteen civilians.wio of the officers confessed to the killing and ever
sentenced to eight years’ imprisonment. Two morgosenfficers were acquitted after a brief trial.
The RPF had acknowledged the crime committed bsaitdiers, but brought the accused to trial only
after the ICTR prepared a case against them. NeitleeRwandan prosecutor’s office nor the ICTR
anticipated any more of such prosecutions, degpiited Nations estimates that between 25,000 and
45,000 persons were killed by RPF soldiers in 1994.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 277; Human Rights WatdNWorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 9-10, 100.]

At the end of December 2008, Rwanda’s prisons doetia59,532 people, 37,277 people of whom
had been accused of genocide. In October 2008,samaded 10,000 category-one cases were
pending beforeggacacacourts (community-based tribunals, created in 2@0an effort to combine
restorative and punitive justice), whose proceddiadsto meet international standards of fair trial
Category one cases involved the planners, orgamigestigators, and supervisors of the genocide. Of
these, at least 6,000 were rape cases which vasférred to category one in May 2008. Originally
scheduled to end in 200@acacatribunals would continue to hear cases until 20h8tances of
faulty procedure, judicial corruption, and falsew@gations undermined trust in tgacacasystem
among victims as well as the accused. The safetyitoésses in judicial proceedings continued to be
a concern, with 17 genocide survivors killed in fhiet nine months of 2008, some in connection
with giving testimony irgacacaproceedings.

[Sources: Amnesty Internation&geport 2009London 2009) 276—-277; Human Rights Watéhorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 99-101.]
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The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (IR)fwas to finish all first-instance trials by the
end of 2008 and complete all work by 2010, accardinUnited Nations Security Council Resolution
1503. This deadline became unfeasible, given thde28inees on trial and the nine accused awaiting
trial. In July 2008, the United Nations Securityudoil extended the terms of the Trial Chamber and
its judges until 31 December 2009. ICTR judges, évmv, refused transfers to Rwanda, citing among
other reasons difficulty in obtaining defense wimdestimony and the possible imposition of a
sentence of life in solitary confinement. (The 2a@€&hsfer law abolished capital punishment and
replaced it with life imprisonment in solitary camément, commonly considered as a violation of
Article 7 of the International Covenant of Civil@®olitical Rights.) Four requests by the Rwandan
Prosecutor General for cases to be transferred fhemiCTR to Rwanda were rejected on the basis
that the accused were at risk of being subjecteshtonfair trial. The four decisions cited repdhiat
defense witnesses inside and outside Rwanda rislg bejected by their community, arrested,
tortured, and in some cases killed. The RwandahaR@ant passed a law on 3 November 2008 to
prohibit solitary confinement for transfer cases.

Judicial proceedings against genocide suspects fiawe in Belgium, Canada, France and the
Netherlands. Extradition hearings against genosidgpects in Sweden, Germany and Norway were
continuing. A genocide suspect was detained inaRithland it remained unclear whether he would be
extradited to Rwanda. The United Kingdom agreeth&oextradition of four Rwandans, a decision
which was appealed. A French appeals court reftsagktradite two Rwandans, as did a German
court. More than a dozen requests were pendinghier &uropean countries. Belgium was pursuing
further domestic prosecutions. In February 200&panish judge issued arrest warrants for 40
Rwandan Defense Force (RDF) officers for war criraedl crimes against humanity committed
against Spanish, Rwandan, and Congolese citizett®ein990s. The prosecution was based on both
domestic law and universal jurisdiction (a doctrimeich permitted national courts to prosecute the
most heinous crimes committed abroad). At the AfritJnion summit in June 2008, President Paul
Kagame criticized abuse of the principles of urée¢furisdiction in response to the arrest warrants
issued in France and Spain against leading RPF emmmibhe summit called for an international
regulatory body “to review and/or handle complaiotsappeals arising out of abuse of the principle
of universal jurisdiction” by states.

On 5 August 2008, the report of the Mucyo Commissiset up in 2006 by the Rwandan
government to investigate the role of France inli&®4 genocide, was published. The report alleged
the involvement of 33 current and former Frenchitigal and military figures in the genocide. On 15
November 2008, the Prosecutor General stated higahuthorities were ready to indict 23 of those

named. The Mucyo report followed an investigatiostituted by a French judge into the shooting
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down of a plane in 1994 whose passengers includegident Juvenal Habyarimana of Rwanda,
President Cyprien Ntaryamira of Burundi and threenEh nationals. On 17 November 2006, the
French judge issued international arrest warragtnat nine leading RPF members for shooting
down the plane. On 9 November 2008, Rose Kabuy&f©h Protocol for President Kagame, was
arrested in Frankfurt, Germany. She was transfetoe@rance and charged with “complicity in
murder in relation to terrorism”.

[Sources: Amnesty Internation&geport 2009London 2009) 276—-277; Human Rights Watéhorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 9-10, 102.]

Authorities used prosecution, or the threat of poosion, for “genocide ideology” to silence dissent
of many kinds, including calls for justice for watimes commited by the Rwandan Patriotic Front
(RPF). Prosecutors brought hundreds of cases iimgpthis accusation before the charge was finally
established by law in June 2008. The current déimiwas vague, required no link to any genocidal
act, and prohibited speech protected by internatioanventions. The offence was punishable by 10
to 25 years’ imprisonment. This law could potetyiatifle freedom of expression, and restrict the
ability of the accused to put forward a defenseriminal trials.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 277; Human Rights WatdNWorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 102-104.]

In 2008, the Rwandan government expelled histosiath Human Rights Watch expéeklison Des
Forges (1942-2009) after Human Rights Watch had publisaedextensive analysis of judicial
reform there, drawing attention to problems of praypriate prosecution and external influence on
the judiciary that resulted in deficient genociééated trials and verdicts. Des Forges was best
known for her award-winning account of the genocideave None to Tell the Sto(§999). She
appeared as an expert witness in eleven trialgdoocide at the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda, three trials in Belgium, and at trials wit3erland, the Netherlands, and Canada. In 2009,
Des Forges died in an plane crash.

[Source: Human Rights Watch, “Human Rights Watchulkig Loss of Alison Des Forges: Leading
Rwanda Expert Killed in Plane Crash” (WWW-text; B@bruary 2009).]

On 21 March 20083onaventure Bizumuremyi, founder and editor dimuco,faced prosecution for
defaming President Paul Kagame, because in adeatt& had compared the latter to Hitler and
claimed that he would be tried on genocide charges.

[Source:lndex on Censorshif2/09: 132.]
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On 25 April 2009, the Rwandan government suspentedBritish Broadcasting Corporation’s
(BBC) Kinyarwanda radio service saying it threatkrtbe country’s national reconciliation by
hosting people with views negating the 1994 germdidinister of Information Louise Mushikiwabo
justified the suspension on the grounds that tlignam amounted to a “blatant denial of the 1994
genocide against the Tutsi of Rwanda”. The susparfsilowed the BBC’s broadcast of a promotion
of a forthcoming feature of its weekly local veroke program “Imvo n’imvano” (Analysis of the
Source of a Problem) that was to include a debatdoogiveness among Rwandans after the
genocide. The advance segment included commenrasfiymer presidential candidate opposing the
government’s attempt to force Rwanda’s entire Hudpulation to apologize for the genocide, since
not all Hutu people had killed Tutsi or otherwisgtitipated in the genocide. It also included a man
of mixed Hutu-Tutsi ethnicity questioning why thevgrnment had refused to allow relatives of those
killed by the Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF)—led bge$ident Paul Kagame that took over the
country and stopped the genocide—to mourn for thmied ones. According to estimates from
experts working for the United Nations High Comridsger for Refugees, RPF soldiers killed
between 25,000 and 45,000 people between Aprilfarglist 1994. The government declared that it
would no longer tolerate anyone who implied thar¢hhad been a double genocide in 1994 (one by
the Hutus and the other by the Tutsi-led RPF inrthigl to end the first one). Rwanda has since
banned the use of ethnic labels and establishedystit laws against “divisionism” (spreading ideas
that encourage ethnic animosity between the Tundilutu populations) and “genocide ideology”
(ideas that could lead to genocide, including tbable genocide thesis). In 2004, the government
already lodged complaints against the BBC raditicstaafter a parliamentary report accused it of
propagating “genocide ideology”. In late 2007, t@vernment accused a BBC journaligysuf
Mugenzi, of exacerbating ethnic differences through thedm’imvano program and of giving
airtime to “genocide fugitives”, referring to theeMocratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda
(FDLR), a Hutu rebel group based in eastern Coagme of whose members took part in the 1994
genocide and continued to threaten stability inrdggon.

[Sources: Human Rights Watch, “Rwanda: Restore BBMe Air’ (27 April 2009); Human Rights
Watch, “Rwanda: Tribunal Risks Supporting ‘Victodsistice™ (1 June 2009)fex Alert (29 April
2009); K. Roth, “The power of horror in Rwandags Angeles Timgd1 April 2009).]

See als&Gudan.
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SAUDI ARABIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2006.

SeeBahrain.

SENEGAL

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2006.

Despite the elimination of the last legal obstacdlee criminal investigation of Hissene Habré’secas
did not begin during 2008. In April 2008, the Nai@d Assembly adopted a constitutional amendment
introducing retrospective legislation for crimesasngt humanity, war crimes, genocide, and torture
which would permit the trial of the former Chadiaead of state who was living in exile in Senegal
and who stands accused of crimes against humamityt@ature during his 1982-1990 rule. In May
2008, a coordinating judge was appointed to orgatfie trial. The new legislation amended a 2007
law that permitted the prosecution of cases of gel®) crimes against humanity, war crimes, and
torture, including crimes committed outside of Sglelt encompassed crimes committed prior to the
enactment of the 2007 law. Prosecutors were comdyictterviews with victims and former officials
of the Habré regime and were examining fourteenptaimts filed in September 2008, alongside
documentary evidence from the files of the BurehlDocumentation and Security, Chad’s former
political police. The prosecution would subsequed#cide whether to file formal charges.

In August 2008, prosecutors in Chad accused Hafbpéoviding support to rebel groups involved
in the failed February 2008 coup and sentencedthideath in absentia. Senegal’s justice minister
expressed concerns that the decision would ineergéth Senegal’s proceedings against Habré, but
Chadian authorities insisted that the ruling pegédionly to the events of February 20@=¢Chad.)
[Sources: Amnesty InternationdReport 2009(London 2009) 8, 281, 282; Human Rights Watch,
World Report 2009qWashington 2009) 52; International Federation uman Rights, “African
Union: Press Senegal on Habré Trial (28 Januar@)200

See alsdChad.
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SERBIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 30 July 2008, Radovan Karag#ias transferred to the International Criminal Trial for the
former Yugoslavia (ICTY) $eeBosnia and Herzegovina). The arrest was a sigmifibeeakthrough

in Serbia’'s cooperation with ICTY, reflecting theoging authority within the government of
President Boris Tadic’s Democratic Party. Widesgrpablic hostility to the ICTY persists. ICTY
indictees Ratko Mladic and Goran Hadzic remainethiage in late 2008. In August 2008, special
prosecutor for war crimes, Vladimir Vukcevic, redted that the arrest of both fugitives was a
priority for Belgrade. In the same month, the ptent of the National Council on ICTY Cooperation,
Rasim Ljajic, said that Mladic had been hiding iititary barracks in Belgrade from June 2002 until
the end of 2005. During a September 2008 visit ¢obia, ICTY Prosecutor Serge Brammertz
expressed “careful optimism” that Mladic would terésted soon”, but declined publicly to assess
Serbia’s cooperation with the ICTY.

Prosecutions continued at the War Crimes Chamb&elyrade District Court. In September
2008, the Serbian Supreme Court upheld the appéalgo members of the Scorpions paramilitary
group, convicted in April 2007 for the murder of sivilians from Srebrenica in 1995, reducing one
sentence from twenty to fifteen years and ordetimgretrial of another defendant sentenced to five
years’ imprisonment.

In June 2008, the Supreme Court sentenced forewetspolice chief Radomir Markovic to 40
years’ imprisonment, and several other defendantsrtg prison terms, for the attempted murder of
opposition leader Vuk Draskovic in October 1999 eWerdict concluded an eight-year cycle of
trials, during which three earlier decisions of &veourts had been annulled by the Supreme Court,
which ultimately tried the case itself.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 284; Human Rights WatdNWorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 402—-403.]

In September 2008, the Helsinki Committee for HuniRights in Serbia and its direct@onja
Biserko received threats linked to their work on war cnaecountability. On 30 September 2008,
ultranationalists protested outside the group’sceffOn 2 October 2008, Biserko’s home address
was published by a tabloid newspaper article aaltier a “traitor”. She was subsequently placed
under police protection.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 406.]
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In November 2008, the International Court of Jwust{tCJ) decided that it had jurisdiction over
Croatia’s motion to sue Serbia for genocide.
[Sources: Amnesty Internation&gport 2009London 2009) 283.]

Kosovo

On 3 April 2008, Ramush Haradinaj, a former comneairaf the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA),
was acquitted by the International Criminal Tribufax the former Yugoslavia (ICTY). Haradinaj,
who was Kosovo's prime minister at the time of hidictment, had been charged with murder,
persecution, rape, and torture of Albanians, Saris Roma in 1998 during the Kosovo conflict.
ICTY judges found him not guilty on all counts. Tbeurt cited significant difficulties in obtaining
testimony of many witnesses due to security corscdPnosecution appeals against the acquittal was
pending in late 2008.

The remaining international prosecutors and jadici of the United Nations Interim
Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) made slggrogress in addressing an estimated backlog
of 1,560 war crimes cases. In August 2008, UNMIKI ghat proceedings were open in seven cases,
only one of which was not an appeal or a retriatcéxding to UNMIK, prosecutors were also
reportedly directing investigations in 47 cases.Navember 2008, following negotiations with
Pristina and Belgrade, the United Nations Secu@tyncil approved a “status-neutral” plan to
reconfigure UNMIK. This enabled a European Secudtd Defence Policy mission (EULEX),
envisaged in the Ahtisaari Plan and authorizechbyHuropean Union in February 2008, to take over
responsibilities for international policing and thwrestigation and prosecution of outstanding war
crimes in December 2008. The United Nations Segré&baneral also reported that the UNMIK
Department of Justice had established guidelinegnble access to criminal files by EULEX
prosecutors, who had repeatedly complained thatvites files were not available.

There was little progress in determining the fatemissing persons. As of April 2008, 1,963
persons—the majority Kosovo Albanian—remained migsiln June 2008, the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe nominated Dickriyiaas rapporteur to investigate the fate of
missing Serbs allegedly transferred to northernaAia after June 1999. The Kosovo government
refused to investigate the allegations. The Offi€eMissing Persons and Forensics performed 73
exhumations and recovered 53 sets of mortal remetasne 437 exhumed bodies remained
unidentified.

[Sources: Amnesty Internation&geport 2009London 2009) 283—-286; Human Rights Watéhorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 410-411.]

See alsd@osnia and Herzegovina, Croatia.
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SIERRA LEONE

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

The 2005 report of Sierra Leone’s Truth and Redaticin Commission (TRC) attributed the civil
war (1991-2002) largely to decades of corrupt byl¢he political elite and recommended abolishing
the death penalty, repealing laws that crimina$ieditious libel, increasing the transparency of the
mining industry, improving good governance, andalelithing a reparations fund for war victims.
Despite a presidential promise in February 2008mplement the TRC recommendations, little
progress was made during 2008. No steps were tmkeneate a TRC follow-up committee. The
mandate of the National Commission for Social Attithe agency in charge of reparations, was
extended. It was given responsibility for oversgdime setting up of a Special Fund for War Victims.
The Reparations Task Force was reconstituted aparBRtions Steering Committee.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 288; Human Rights WatdNorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 107.]

In January 2008, the trial of former Liberian pdesit Charles Taylor—charged with eleven counts
of war crimes and crimes against humanity for sujipg Sierra Leonean rebel groups—resumed
before the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSLW)isTiollowed a six-month delay due to an
overhaul in Taylor’'s legal team after he sougHir® his lawyers over concerns that he was recgivin
inadequate resources to prepare his defense. Bseqution completed its case in late 2008. Taylor
was the first former African head of state to stdridl in front of an international or hybrid
international-national war crimes tribunal. For @@y reasons his trial was taking place in The
Hague instead of Freetown, Sierra Leone’s capital.

After issuing verdicts in the cases of its fiisefdefendants in 2007, the SCSL Appeals Chamber
in February 2008 upheld the original sentencesquhisthe cases of Armed Forces Revolutionary
Council (AFRC) members Alex Tamba Brima (50 yeamgdrisonment), Ibrahim Bazzy Kamara (45
years’ imprisonment) and Santigie Borbor Kanu (é&rg’ imprisonment). The case against Moinina
Fofana and Allieu Kondewa, members of the Civil &efe Forces (CDF), was concluded in May
2008. Doubling their original sentences, the Appdahamber sentenced them to 15 and 20 years’
imprisonment respectively. In the cases againstoRé&enary United Front (RUF) members Issa
Sesay, Morris Kallon and Augustine Gbao, the deferases were heard. Judgments had not been
issued by the end of 2008.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 288; Human Rights WatdNorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 105, 108.]
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See alsd.iberia.

SINGAPORE

LastAnnual Reporentry: 1998.

On 17 May 2008, the Board of Film Censors and thedi Development Authority banned
screening of the filnOne Nation under Le@roduced and directed by arti&¢elan Palay The film
documented the rise to power of former Prime Marigtee Kuan Yew (in power in 1959-1990).
[Sourcesindex on Censorshi@/08: 211;Reuters Indig21 May 2008).]

SLOVAKIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2007.

On 21 August 2009, the government of Prime MinidRabert Fico barred Hungarian President
Laszl6 Sélyom from making a controversial visitidgrwhich he had planned to unveil the statue of
Saint Stephen (975-1038), the first Hungarian kinghe southern town of Komarno, on the River
Danube, which separates Slovakia and Hungary. Mwagl officials had been invited to the event,

which coincided with the anniversary of the 1968aision of (Czecho)Slovakia by five armies,

including Hungary's. The incident heightened bitatéension over Slovakia’s treatment of its ethnic
Hungarians, who make up about ten per cent of dpelation.

[SourcesBBC Newg21 & 25 August 2009NRC Handelsblag28 August 2009) 5.]

SLOVENIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

The authorities still failed to guarantee the rigbf a group of permanent residents known as the

“erased”. A year after Slovenia’s 1991 declaratdfrindependence, more than 18,000 individuals

were unlawfully removed from the registry of permanresidents. They were people originating

from other former Yugoslav republics, many of thRoma, who had been living in Slovenia but had
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not acquired Slovenian citizenship after independeifhe move was discriminatory as citizens of
former Yugoslav republics were treated less fagrttan other foreign nationals whose permanent
residency status was granted automatically. Assaltr®ef the “erasure”, many permanent residents
were forcibly expelled from Slovenia. Many otheostltheir jobs, were denied access to education
and the right to a comprehensive healthcare serVibe issue of the “erased” was the subject of
much political debate in the run-up to the SeptemB608 parliamentary elections. The
Constitutional Committee of Parliament initiateddigcussion on a draft constitutional law on the
“erased”. The draft law, which had been presentgdhle government in 2007, would maintain
discriminatory treatment of the “erased”. It woyddovide new legal grounds for discriminatory
actions by the authorities, including the posdipildf reversing individual decisions to restore
permanent residency. It failed to restore the paanaresidency status of the “erased”, disclaimed
state responsibility for the “erasure” and explicéxcluded the possibility of reparations, inclugli
compensation for human rights violations suffergdthe “erased”. Through 2008, deportation
procedures were initiated against “erased” indigldualthough deportations were not carried out.
The authorities failed to acknowledge the discriaimy nature of the “erasure”, and did not
implement two earlier Constitutional Court decisiowhich found the “erasure” illegal and
anticonstitutional.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 292—-293.]

SOMALIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2006.

SOUTH AFRICA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In December 2008, the Pretoria High Court ruledrasonstitutional, unlawful, and invalid, the 2005
National Prosecution Policy on the prosecution fbérces “emanating from conflicts of the past”.
The case had been brought by relatives of victifrextrajudicial executions and disappearances in
the 1980s. The Court accepted that the policy winalde the effect of allowing immunity against
prosecution for individuals who had not co-operatgth or had been denied amnesty by the Truth

and Reconciliation Commission, even in circumstangbere there was a well-founded case against
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them.
[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 300.]

SPAIN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In August 2008, the restrictive Official Secretst At968, amended 1978)as criticized as Minister
of Defense Carme Chacdn announced her intentidedlassify thousands of secret files of historical
value. Many important documents, especially miitdocuments on the 1936-1977 period referring
to repression under Franco’s rule were either utaba for public use or badly preserved. In
addition, since Franco’s death, no government kegagulated the military justice archives.
[Sources:El Pais (10 August 2008);Frankfurter Rundschau20 August 2008); A. Gonzélez
Quintana, “Spain: Pact of OblivionUNESCO Courier2008, no. 9 (WWW-text).]

On 16 October 2008, judge Baltasar Garzén initiatedse against General Francisco Franco (1892—
1975) and 35 of his generals and ministers for esimgainst humanity during the civil war (1936—
1939) and the first years of the dictatorship (:43%52) when accepting a petition filed by thirteen
associations of victims’ families and ordering toen nineteen mass graves believed to hold the
remains of hundreds of victims. An estimated 116 @érsons disappeared at the time; most of them
were killed at the hands of Franco’s supporterskanied in mass graves. Garzon maintained that he
could investigate these crimes against humanityalee they had no statute of limitations. In
November 2008, however, judges from the Audiencecibhal (National Criminal Court), had
suspended the opening of the mass graves whibeaini@ed the public prosecutor’'s appeal. When
the latter questioned Garzon's jurisdiction, he enade of the following arguments: the perpetrators
were dead; the crimes were covered by a 1977 ayntast(granting amnesty for all crimes with a
political connection committed up to 1977) and ljes stipulating that most crimes lapse after
twenty years; and, finally, international humarhtglaws did not apply to the civil war as Spairswa
not a signatory to them at the time. On 18 Noven#®€8, Garzon declared that he was dropping a
case. On 2 December 2008, the National CriminalrCsaid that it was not competent to investigate
crimes of this type and the investigation was doddéowever, Garzén ruled that local courts were
competent to investigate such crimes when theyl®ah committed in their territorial jurisdiction
and on 26 December 2008 he sent information tanabeu of local courts for further investigation on

suspected cases of enforced disappearances aiiletfad removal of 30,960 children from their
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families.

[Sources: Amnesty Internation&geport 2009London 2009) 301, 30&Buardian(17 October 2008);
New York Timegl7 October & 19 November 2008YyRC Handelsblad28 May 2009) 4The Times
(19 November 2008).]

By the end of 2008, the procedural guidelines aagping of graves required by the Law on Historic
Memory, introduced in December 2007, had stilllbe¢n developed.
[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 303.]

See alsd\ustria, El Salvador, Guatemala, Peru, Rwanda.

SRI LANKA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

Investigations into human rights violations by thiitary and police stalled and court cases did not
proceed as witnesses refused to come forward &rdereprisals. In April 2008, the International
Independent Group of Eminent Persons tasked wighseeing the latest Presidential Commission of
Inquiry (COlI) into sixteen cases of serious viaas of human rights terminated their mission statin
that the COI had not been able to investigate ciasascordance with international standards. The
process was so flawed that the International Indéget Group of Eminent Persons, after regularly
raising serious concerns, eventually withdrew fréts role as observer. Four Sri Lankan
commissioners also resigned.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 305; Human Rights WatdNorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 310.]

On 7 October 2008, Vinayagamoorthi Muralithararheotvise known as Karuna, was sworn into
Parliament. As a military commander of the Tamilkia Vidulthalai Pulika, and previously as a
military commander in the Liberation Tigers of Tarkielam, Karuna was suspected of serious
human rights abuses and war crimes, including tduetion of hundreds of teenagers to serve as
child soldiers, and the torture, holding as hostagg killing of hundreds of civilians. There hackhe

no official investigation into these allegations.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 305.]
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SUDAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 14 July 2008, Prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo hgf International Criminal Court (ICC)
submitted to the ICC’s pre-trial chamber an appiicafor an arrest warrant to be issued against
President Omar al-Bashir. The application incluterd counts of Darfur-related war crimes, crimes
against humanity and genocide that were allegediyiedd out on al-Bashir’'s “direct orders”. The
application triggered calls by states belongingh® African Union, the League of Arab States, and
the Organization of the Islamic Conference to d#fercase under article 16 of the ICC Rome Statute
(which empowers the Security Council to suspendrtcpuoceedings for up to twelve months
renewable if required to maintain international geand security). On the initiative of Rwanda, the
African Union adopted a decision criticizing whatcalled the abuse of universal jurisdictiddeé
Rwanda).

In October 2008, the government announced thhtd detained former Janjaweed leader Al
Kushayb, indicted by the ICC in 2007, pending higspcution by a special court in El Geneina in
West Darfur. Despite an announcement that his walld begin in October 2008, the case had not
started by the end of 2008. There were unconfirneparts that he remained free to travel between
the Darfur states. Ahmed Haroun, also indicted hwy KCC in 2007, remained in his position as
Minister of State for Humanitarian Affairs. On 2@Wember 2008, the Prosecutor applied for arrest
warrants to be issued against three commandemsra&daopposition groups operating in Darfur. He
did not disclose their names. The commanders waresad of war crimes arising from an attack on
the African Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS) in Deceantl2007 in which twelve peacekeepers were
killed.

[Sources: Amnesty Internationdkeport 2009London 2009) 8, 307; Human Rights Watgtorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 9-10, 121.]

See alscChad, Uganda.

SURINAME

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2004.

The trial of those accused of carrying out extragiad executions in December 1982 continued in the
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capital, Paramaribo. 25 people, including seventeemer members of the armed forces, were
accused of the extrajudicial execution of thirtesvilians and two army officers, who had been
arrested in December 1982 on suspicion of orgagizin attempted coup and held at the army
barracks of Fort Zeelandia in Paramaribo. One efabcused, former President Lieutenant Colonel
Désiré (Desi) Delano Bouterse, announced on téteviat the time that the fifteen detainees had
been killed while trying to escape. Reports indictitat the victims showed signs of torture. The
victims included journalists, lawyers, universigcturers, businessmen, and a trade union leader. Th
trial, which started in November 2007, was heldbefa military court instead of an ordinary ciuilia
court, despite the fact that all ordinary offencesnmitted by military personnel, including human
rights violations and crimes under internationaV,lahould be tried in civilian courts, according to
ordinary criminal procedures. The charges agamstaiccused did not include the crime of torture.
During the hearings in July and August 2008, thiemige challenged the impartiality of two judges,
arguing a conflict of interest. In November and &aber 2008, the court dismissed this objection.
[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 310.]

SWEDEN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 1998.

SeeRwanda.

SWITZERLAND

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

On 21 October 2008he District Court of Winterthur imposed a fine timee Turks, Ali Mercan,
Hasan Kemali, Ethem Kayali, for denial of the 1918%+7 Armenian genocide. On 30 June 2007,
they were present at a Turkish nationalist meetirganized by Dgu Perincek (see NCHnnual
Report 2008 and declared there that the massacre of the Aamgrwas not a genocide, but an
international lie orchestrated by France, the UWhifengdom and “Russian tsarists”.

[Source: National Academy of Sciences of the Reapulfl Armenia (Armenian Genocide Museum-
Institute) “Swiss court fines three Turks for Arnem Genocide denial” (WWW-text; 23 October
2008).]



Network of Concerned Historian&nnual Report 20085eptember 2009) 92

See alsdkwanda.

SYRIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

The fate of some 17,000 people, mostly Islamiste whre victims of enforced disappearance in the
late 1970s and early 1980s, and hundreds of Lebaaras Palestinians who were detained in Syria or
abducted from Lebanon by Syrian forces or LebanesePalestinian militias, remained unknown. In
August 2008, the Lebanese and Syrian Presidenisedsa joint statement pledging to examine the
fate of people who disappeared in their countries.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 316.]

In April 2009, the Ministry of Culture confiscateke book “Syria in the Russian Flights During the
Nineteenth Century” [sic] (General Syrian Book Qrigation, April 2009), after massive protests
alleging that it tarnished the image of Syria atedditizens. The book dealt with impressions of
Russian citizens who had visited Syria or had eskithere in the mid-nineteenth century, including
doctors, diplomats, travelers, poets, historiang, @chaeologists. The book’s two translators dtate
that they had not deleted some offensive passagmube this would amount to misleading and to
embellishment of the text. The manager of the Gartgyrian Book Organization apologized for the
publication of the book in thal-Watannewspaper; he blamed his predecessors for theiateds
publish.

[Source:lfex Alert(Arabic Network for Human Rights Information, 26 2009).]

See alsd.ebanon.
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TAIWAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In November 2008, the legislature passed a resolutialling on the Japanese government to
apologize and issue reparations to the survivordapian’s military sexual slavery system during
World War II.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 318.]

See alsdapan.

THAILAND

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In January 2008, an independent committee foun@vigence linking any government official to
extrajudicial executions during former Prime MieisiThaksin's “war on drugs” in 2003. This was
despite its objective to identify people who midig brought to justice for such killings, and its
findings that Thaksin’s shoot-to-kill orders werédaly implemented and that the interior ministry
was ordered to issue a blacklist. According tordport, of 2,819 people killed between February and
April 2003—54 in shoot-outs with the police—onhBI0 were related to the drugs trade.

[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 322.]

On 15 June 1962, the International Court of Justided that the Temple of Preah Vihear area,
occupied by Thailand since 1954, was situated oitdgy under Cambodia’s sovereignty since the
1904-1908 boundary settlement between France &t ttme conducting Cambodia’s foreign
relations) and Thailand. It instructed Thailandvithdraw and to restore to Cambodia any sculptures
and other works of art removed from the temple. Wb 7 July 2008 UNESCO recognized the site
as heritage of humanity, tensions between the tmtries flared up. In November 2008, Cambodia
and Thailand agreed to determine the border orbdisés of a French map from 1907. The temple
site, constructed between the ninth and eleventtudes and dedicated to Hindu deity Shiva, had
been a royal Khmer site linked to Angkor Vat.

[Sources: Amnesty International (Amnesty Internaaiy, Report(London) 2009: 95Le Figaro, 18

July 2008: 7; International Court of Justi€@ase Summaries: Case Concerning the Temple of Preah
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Vihear (Merits)—Judgment of 15 June 19%2WW-text; The Hague)Keesings historisch archief
(2009) 46; S. Rosenng&he World Court: What It Is and How It WorkiBordrecht/Boston/London
1995) 198-199.]

The offices of some Network for Human Rights Docataton—Burma (ND—-Burma) members in
Thailand were raided by the authorities and docusneere removed. The network—comprising ten
independent, community-based organizations—coliedita on human rights violations committed
in Burma under military rule to create an accukastorical record.

[Source: L. Bickford, P. Karam, H. Mneimneh & PeRie,Documenting TruttfNew York 2009) 9,
31]

TIMOR-LESTE

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In July 2008, the Commission of Truth and Friends{€TF) report into the 1999 violence was
officially submitted to the governments of Timordte and Indonesia. The report concluded that
crimes against humanity occurred in Timor-Lestd 999 (during and after a United Nations [UN]-
sponsored referendum on independence, militiasdohbly the Indonesian army killed hundreds of
Timorese and destroyed much of Timor-Leste’'s plajsiafrastructure) and attributed institutional
responsibility to the Indonesian military, policand government. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon urged the leaders of Indonesia and Timor-Lastillow up the release of the report with
initiatives to “ensure full accountability” and “dnmpunity”. The leaders, however, rejected cails t
bring individuals to account but formally acceptée findings of the report, emphasizing their
determination to “bring closure to a chapter of mgent past”. Concerns about impunity led the UN
to boycott CTF investigations and instead resunosgautions through the Serious Crime Unit, set
up in conjunction with Timor-Leste prosecutors. Bye end of 2008, twenty cases had been
submitted. The UN estimated that it could takedhyears to complete investigations into nearly 400
cases.

Those responsible for perpetrating human rightdations at the time of the independence
referendum in 1999 and during violence in April/M2906 continued to enjoy impunity. In May
2008, President José-Manuel Ramos Horta issuectr@adgranting full and partial pardons to 94
prisoners. As a result, at least twenty prisoneeseweleased, including former Interior Minister

Rogerio Lobato, who had played an instrumental ioléhe 2006 crisis (when fighting between
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soldiers and police triggered wider violence in ethat least 37 people were killed). Nine prisoners
serving sentences for committing crimes againstdmity in 1999 also received commuted sentences
with four released in June 2008. In September 2@08etition against the president’s decision to
pardon the criminals was rejected by the court ggfeal. Timorese politicians and human rights
activists backing the petition felt that the dewmisl'strengthens impunity, weakens the people’$fait
in the justice system and undermines the rule wf.ldan July 2008, Horta unveiled new draft
legislation addressing the 2006 crisis. If passe@ddrliament, the law would provide a wide-ranging
amnesty for perpetrators: even individuals respgmador murder and other serious crimes would be
able to immunize themselves from prosecution hyifgsan apology.

[Sources: Amnesty Internation&geport 2009London 2009) 323, 324; Human Rights Watéhorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 321-324.]

See alsdndonesia.

TOGO

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In September 2008, the representative of the Unilations High Commissioner for Human Rights
submitted the final report on national consultagiéor a future Truth and Reconciliation Commission
(TRC) to President Faure Gnassingbé. The consuitathelped to gather the views of Togolese
people on the nature and mandate of the TRC, éstallto shed light on political violence in Togo.
The report called on the authorities to take appatg steps to ensure the safety of witnesses,
victims, and alleged perpetrators.

[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 325.]

TUNISIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2001.
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TURKEY

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2008, the trial continued of nineteen peopleuaed of the January 2007 murder of Turkish-
Armenian journalist and human rights defender Hiaimk. Reports by the Parliamentary Human
Rights Investigative Commission in July 2008, agdh®e Prime Ministry Inspectorate in November
2008 pointed to failures by state authorities toaacintelligence reports about plans to murderkDin
and supported the Dink family lawyers’ demand foiminal investigation of the Trabzon and
Istanbul police. $eeNCH Annual Reports 2006, 2007, 2008.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 332; Human Rights WatdNorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 420.]

After protests from the Hrant Dink Foundation, t@istry of Education stopped distribution of a
DVD containing a one-sided depiction of the Armenggnocide of 1915-1917.
[Source:NRC Handelsblag4—5 April 2009) 5.]

Traditional Newroz/Nevruz festivals after the 21 elaequinox, which are celebrated especially by
the Kurdish community, were refused authorizationsbuth-eastern Turkey. Television footage
showed law enforcement officials beating peopleerafdemonstrations went ahead without
permission.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdkeport 2009London 2009) 331.]

In early October 2008, the Education Ministry’'s Bibeaof Education and Discipline removed
passages about the military coups of March 197fte®eber 1980, and February 1997, and about the
Gulf War (1990-1991) from official history textbamKor the year-eight coursiistory of the
Turkish Republic and Kemalistvecause they reportedly “introduced matters cdittary to the
democratic character of the republic and hampevedalidation of Turkish democracy”.
[Source:Turkish Daily Newg4 October 2008).]

In December 2008, three scholatengiz Aktar, a professor of European Studies at the University
of Bahcesehir, Istanbubhmet Insel, andBaskin Oran, and a journalistAli Bayramoglu, issued a
public apology on the Internet for the Armenian ggde in the following terms: “My conscience
does not accept the insensitivity shown to anddémaal of the Great Catastrophe that the Ottoman

Armenians were subjected to in 1915. | reject thjgstice and for my share, | empathize with the
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feelings and pain of my Armenian brothers and sisteapologize to them”. The letter triggered a
furious response from ultranationalists, who lafletea “betrayal” and an “insult to the Turkish
nation”. In late January 2009, the campaign hadheted over 28,000 signatures. Four Ankara
residents had demanded the trial of the signatdnigtsthe Chief Public Prosecutor’s Office declined
to prosecute them.

[Sources: Bianetifex Alert (28 January 2008Keesings historisch archi¢R009) 9, 210; R. Tait,
“Writers Risk Backlash with Apology for Armenian Gecide”,Guardian(8 December 2008).]

In [March] 2009, several men assaulted and haraastubrLatife Tekin when she questioned the
expropriation of land and the improper acquisitidrihe archaeological site of Mydos during a panel
discussion in Bodrum, Mugla. The Aegean Environmantdi Culture Foundation (EGECEP)
condemned the attack and alleged that men who detabekin worked for the businessman who
bought the land from the villagers.

[Source: Bianetifex Alert(1 April 2009).]

On 5 May 2009, the trial began agaitgdim Girsel on charges of “incitement to hatred” and
“humiliating the religious values of part of thepaation” for his noveDaughters of AllahOn 25
June 2009, Gursel was aquitted. The court had adadl that the novel did not incite hostility and
violence, inter alia because it was set in the,pgsinning the Prophet Muhammed's lifetime to
World War 1, so that it could not be seen as animaemt danger to peace.

[Source: International PENFex Alert(14 July 2009).]

In June 2009Nedim Sener a reporter for the dailMilliyet who wrote The Dink Murder and
Intelligence Lies,a book about the murder of journalist Hrant Dirfaced up to 28 years’
imprisonment after police officers filed complairggainst him under the Anti-Terrorism Law. The
book dealt with the gendarmerie, police, and natidmelligence officers who were accused both of
having prior knowledge of the murder plans and ofvpnting the solution of the case with
misleading evidence and fake documents.

[Source: Bianetlfex Alert(9 June 2009).]

In 2009, an armed group, the so-called “People'eiee Forces” (Hezen Parastina Gel, or HPG, in
Kurdish), related to the PKK (Kurdistan Workers'r§3 openly threatened sociologist and political
scientistismail Besik¢i (1939-) on their websiteSéealso NCH Annual Repor002.) A group of
intellectuals and academics condemned this, sagieigBeikci (author of several works on Kurdish

history) was “a respectable intellectual who usesight, courage, and determination to oppose the
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Turkish Republic’s official ideology, official histy and official truths, all of which ignored, dedi
and denigrated the Kurdish people”.
[Source: IPS Communication Foundation (Biand#)x Alert(26 February 2009).]

See als®@witzerland, United States.

TURKMENISTAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2004.

On 1 September 2008, mandatory university courseth@Holy Rukhnamathe philosophical book
written by the previous president Saparmurad Niyanere discontinued. Plans for the book to be
taught together with courses on history, politegence, and economics, were implemented.
[Source:lndex on Censorshig/08: 190-191.]
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UGANDA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In February 2008, the government and the Lord'sigkasce Army (LRA) signed an Annex to the
June 2007 Agreement on Accountability and Recaat@iln. By the end of 2008 hopes of a final
settlement had faded in the face of the repeatifurdaof LRA leader Joseph Kony to show up to
sign the final peace agreement. Meanwhile, LRAdercontinued to commit abuses against civilians
outside Uganda. The parties agreed, however, aiegespecial division of the Ugandan High Court
to try serious crimes committed during the confl{g®86—2006) and to broader accountability
measures such as a truth commission, reparatioisfraditional justice practices. In May 2008,
judges were appointed to the special division. e Ihternational Criminal Court (ICC)’s statute
permitted national trials of its cases where cartaguirements are satisfied, LRA leaders for whom
ICC arrest warrants were issued could potentialpitosecuted by the special division, although only
if the ICC judges determine that the national $riglovide an adequate alternative.

In the meantime, warrants issued by the ICC foAl&aders in 2005 remained outstanding. No
major players—including the United States, the &bhiKingdom, the European Union, and the
United Nations—took steps to ensure the apprehensfothe suspects, although the European
Parliament adopted a resolution calling on Europgaion and African Union member states and
regional countries to help implement the warrafitee mandate of the Special Envoy of the United
Nations secretary-general for the LRA-affected srelaquim Chissano, was renewed for 2008.
Throughout his tenure, he generally failed to stteg importance of justice for past crimes assisba
for any durable peace. After his June 2008 briefingited Nations Security Council members could
not agree on a position concerning the ICC. Mealawttie LRA attacked civilians in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, the Central African Republicd &outhern Sudan.

[Sources: Amnesty InternationaReport 2009(London 2009) 335; Human Rights WatdWorld
Report 2009Washington 2009) 130, 132, 135.]

UKRAINE

LastAnnual Reporentry: 1996.

On 15 September 2008, President Victor Yushchemkbahmeeting with Minister of Education and

Science Ivan Vakarchuk to discuss history teaching the “objectivity of interpretation of certain
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historical facts in the textbooks”. Among the issueere Kiev's ancestry as compared to Novgorod’s
ancestry and the Holodomor (the famine that assaltr®f Stalin’s farm collectivization program
killed millions of people in 1932-1933). Accorditg Ukrainian researcher Karina Korostelina, the
doctrine was called “scientific nationalism”. On 2&tober 2008, the European Parliament labeled
the Holodomor a crime against humanity and calledlb of the former Soviet countries to open up
their archives on the Holodomor.

[Sources: European Parliament, “Resolution on tbm@emoration of the Holodomor, the Ukraine
Artificial Famine (1932-1933)” (23 October 2008)yiv Post(30 March 2009).]

See alsdrussia.

UNITED KINGDOM

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In April 2008, astronomer Nicholas Kollerstrom wstsipped of his honorary post at University
College London’s Department of Science and Teclgy®Btudies (1997-2008), after his Holocaust
denial and anti-Semitic views on 9/11 were uncoddrg bloggers. In October 2008, a European
Arrest Warrant was issued in the United Kingdomdegain the Australian Frederick Toben and
extradite him to Germany because he denied theddoki on an Australian website.

[Sources: Index on Censorship, “Debate: The Kdallers Question” (28 April 2008); Index on
Censorship, “Extradition Will Make Dr. Toben a Matft (28 April 2008);

In July 2008, the United Nations Human Rights Cottesi expressed concern that “a considerable
time after murders (including those of human rigiefenders) in Northern Ireland have occurred,

several inquiries into these murders have still Ineén established or concluded, and that those
responsible for these deaths have not yet beeequted”.

[Source: Amnesty Internationd®eport 2009London 2009) 341, 344.]

See alsdrussia, Rwanda, Uganda, Vatican.
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UNITED STATES

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In January 2009yVilliam Robinson ([1959]-), a Jewish sociologist at the UniversityCalifornia at
Santa Barbara, sent the eighty students in hiokggi of globalization class an e-mail (entitled
“parallel images of Nazis and Israelis”) in whick bompared more than a dozen graphic images of
Jews in the Holocaust to pictures of Palestiniaangght up in Israel’'s recent Gaza offensive along
with a statement in which he described Israel'scied in Gaza as a “slow-motion genocide”. The
complaints of two Jewish students who dropped thss¢ saying they felt intimidated by the e-mail,
triggered a campus investigation and drew accusaiid anti-Semitism from the Wiesenthal Center
and the Anti-Defamation League, even when manyestisdand faculty members voiced support for
him. Robinson called the accusations and the canmmestigation an attack on academic freedom;
he said that the accusers confused his criticisnsmafeli policies with anti-Semitism. Cleared of
improper conduct on 25 June 2009, Robinson wantmhgus apology and an investigation into the
action taken against him.

[Sources:Angeles TimefNVWW-text; 30 April &25 June 2009;)nside Higher EAWWW-text; 12

& 29 May 2009).]

On 17 February 2009, the 100th anniversargoyathlay (Geronimo; 1829-1909)—a leader of the
Chiricahua Apache who fought against Mexican anceAran expansion into Apache tribal lands—
his grandson, Harlyn Geronimo, sued the secretego8kulls and Boneto return Geronimo’s
remains. In 1918, society members had allegedlsdad Geronimo’s grave at Fort Sill and stolen his
skull, some bones and other items buried with i@@ronimo declared: “According to our traditions
the remains of this sort, especially in this stateen the grave was desecrated, need to be reburied
with the proper rituals to return the dignity aetl his spirits rest in peace”.

[Source:Fox NewgWWW-text; 17 February 2009).]

On 26 February 2009, Secretary of Defense Robasg@®bama administration) lifted the blanket
ban on news media coverage of the return of faltddiers. SeeNCH Annual Reports 2005, 2006.
[Source: National Security Archivelpdate(26 February 2009).]

On 2 March 2009, federal authorities confirmed tBatvideotapes detailing the interrogation of
detainees (including the use of illegal interrogiattechniques) at secret prisons were destroyed in

2005 and 2006 by the Central Intelligence AgenclAJCThe order was reportedly given by the
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former head of CIA clandestine operations, JosR@driguez Jr.
[Sources: IfexAlert (10 March 2009)Keesings historisch archi¢2009) 223.]

In April 2009, Guenter Lewy (1923-), a Jewish exile from Germany since 1939 artofessor
emeritus of political science at the UniversityMédissachusetts, Amherst, who disputed the genocidal
character of the 1915 Armenian massacres in hi® 2@k The Armenian Massacres in Ottoman
Turkey: A Disputed Genocidsued the Southern Poverty Law Center (a groupvhrfor its studies

of hate groups) for defamation. Two quotes fronaditle byDavid Holthouse associate directaf

the center’'s quarterly magaziriatelligence Reportentitled “State of Denial: Turkey Entices U.S.
Scholars, Law Makers to Cover Up Armenian Genoci@immer 2008\vere cited as defamatory:
“Lewy is one of the most active members of a neknafrAmerican scholars...financed by hundreds
of thousands of dollars each year from the govemé Turkey, who promote the denial of the
Armenian genocide”. and “Lewy makes similar reviggd claims in his...bookand in frequent
lectures...Revisionist historians who conjure daalfmut the Armenian genocide and are paid by the
Turkish government provided politicians with theeillectual cover they needed to claim they were
refusing to dictate history rather than caving énat foreign government’'s present-day interests”.
Backed by the Turkish American Legal Defense Furelyy sought eight millions in damages
because the accusations hurt his “scholarly criggibifalsely imputed academic corruption, fraud
and deceit, and caused the loss of book salesfapkaking engagements. In November 2005, Lewy
had been invited by Gazi University in Ankara, Teyk to present a paper at an International
Symposium on the “Development of Turkish-Armeniaald®ons and the Events of 1915". After
attending, he had concluded that the conferenceavgmitical rally rather than a scholarly entespri
and had withdrawn his paper from publication. l©20Lewy also declared that his book had been
rejected by eleven publishers, including four ursity presses, before the University of Utah Press
published it.

[Sources: S. Jaschik, “Going after a Scholar'si€riinside Higher EWWW-text; 4 May 2009);
United States District Court, District of Columbi@uenter Lewy versus Southern Poverty Law
Center and David Holthouse: Complaif2009).]

In April 2009, Clark University, Worcester, MA, cagled a campus talk jorman Finkelstein
(seeNCH Annual Reports 2007, 20P8cheduled for 21 April. Its president, John Bassidtlared
that his presence “would invite controversy and diatogue or understanding”, and would conflict
with a Holocaust conference scheduled for 23—-261 2009.

[Source:Boston Glob&10 April 2009).]
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See alsoAzerbaijan, Bolivia, Colombia, Greece, Indonesiaréa (South), Liberia, Palestinian

Authority, Russia, Uganda.

URUGUAY

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

The 1986 Expiry Law remained in force. This lawrdesd members of the security forces immunity
from prosecution for crimes committed during thditaniy government (1973-1985). However, the
government excluded some cases previously coverdheblaw, allowing investigations to progress.
Scores of former military officers were called éstify in the case against the former head of aniit
government General Gregorio Alvarez (1981-1985) rah Larcebeau, a retired naval officer. Both
men were accused of being co-authors of the erdadsappearances of more than thirty people. In
October 2008, the Appeal Court changed the chaxga £nforced disappearances to “aggravated
homicide”. The investigation continued into the &@%budction and enforced disappearance of 22
people returned to Uruguay from Argentina in a Wiaypn Air Force flight. The investigation into
the enforced disappearance of Maria Claudia Gateigelman, initially closed under the Expiry
Law, was reopened in August 2008. The move was pretnby a petition from her daughter, Maria
Macarena, based on new evidence that she was oh9ff& Uruguayan Air Force flight. Maria
Macarena was born in detention and raised in andtraily, unaware of her true identity. Italy
continued its efforts to prosecute Uruguayan nmifitafficers accused of abducting and torturing
Uruguayan-Italian citizens in the context of OpertCondor, a joint plan by Southern Cone military
governments in the 1970s and 1980s to eliminatemgmnts.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 349-350.]

In 2008, several journalists were cleared of lidf@rges brought by former military officers named i
their reports. In February 2008, a retired armyandijed a suit againsRoger Rodriguezof the
newspapeta Republicafor defamation and slander. The suit related ticlag linking the retired
major to the death of student Santiago Rodrigueel®uwho was shot dead in 1972 during an attack
on a meeting of students, professors, and parethe diceo No 8 school in the capital, Montevideo.
In April the court dismissed the case, but an apwaa pending at the end of 2008.

[Source: Amnesty Internationdeport 2009London 2009) 350.]
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UZBEKISTAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

In 2008, the government continued to reject nunmeigalls for an independent international inquiry

into the May 2005 Andijan massacre, when governrfages killed hundreds of protestors, most of

them unarmed. The circumstances surrounding thesanes have not been clarified, and those
responsible for the killings have not been heldoaatable. The government continued to persecute
anyone whom it deemed to have any connection faformation about the events. Refugees, who
fled Uzbekistan in the immediate aftermath of thassacre and later returned, as well as their
families, were a particular target of governmengsgure. They were subjected to interrogations,
constant surveillance, ostracism, and in some oagrs threats to their live, which triggered a new

wave of refugees. Refugees in neighboring counteéased for their security because Uzbek security
forces operated in some areas across the borddr,asuOsh, Kyrgyzstan. International pressure on
the Uzbek government declined with the suspensiohsabsequent partial lifting of European Union

sanctions.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 390, 435, 438.]

In August 2008, historiatX [confidential name]}(1970-), a deputy head and senior fellow at the
Department of Central Asian and Middle East Studiethe Beruni Institute for Oriental Studies of
the Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan, Tashkerd, arsenior lecturer in history, development
policies, and religion studies at the TashkenteShastitute of Oriental Studies was harassed during
interrogations by the Uzbek security service assalt of some of his research topics (notably ethno
politics and democratization in Central Asia), Association with foreign scholars, and his vigits t
foreign universities (which were controversial aftbe European Union imposed sanctions on
Uzbekistan following the May 2005 massacre in Aaljj On one occasion, he was forced to write a
statement in which he “admitted” that his passpaast false; it was confiscated for one month. X,
who had a Ph.D in history from the Beruni Institded a MA in political science from the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Eurdmademy in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, authored
articles focusing on the Bukhara emirate in thehteignth and nineteenth centuries, the history of
(West) Turkestan between 1919 and 1924, the rektiip between Islam and democracy, and peace
and stability in Central Asia.

[Source: Scholars at Riskase Uzbekistan 5ZNew York 2008).]
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VATICAN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2004.

In January 2009, it was revealed that British-bBishop Richard Williamson (1940-), a member of
the traditionalist Society of St Pius X (SSPX) whaxcommunication was lifted that month, had
denied the Holocaust in a November 2008 intervigsva result, Williamson was removed from his
post as the head of a seminary in Argentina inyelaebruary 2009. On 12 February 2009, Pope
Benedict XVI told American Jewish leaders that atgnial of the Holocaust was “intolerable”,
especially if it came from a clergyman. Expellednfr Argentina, Williamson returned to the United
Kingdom. On 27 February 2009, Williamson apologiZed the offence he had caused by his
Holocaust denial.

[SourcesBBC Newg12 & 27 February 2009)Keesings historisch archi¢2009) 210-211.]

VENEZUELA

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2006.

In 2008, President Hugo Chavez declared that SBwivar (1783-1830), the leader who liberated
Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivianfr@panish rule in the 1810s and 1820s, was
assassinated by foreign enemies (including UnitedeS President Andrew Jackson, Spanish King
Fernando VII, and the English court) instead ofih@vdied of tuberculosis. He established a
commission that would investigate Bolivar's deatenezuelan historians, including the specialist in
the history of Bolivar,Elias Ping and Inés Quintero, secretary of the Academia Nacional de
Historia, however, rejected the President’s hypsithas fantasy. In 1963, a commission of experts of
the Sociedad Venezolana de Historia de la Medi@#iemezuelan Society of the History of Medicine)
and of the Academia had already come to the samaugion.

[Source: M. Rico, “La reinvencion de la agonia yerteide Bolivar'El Pais(21 December 2008).]
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VIETNAM

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2006.

On 10 September 2008Jgd Quynh (?1984-), student and dissident writer, author oline
dissenting articles, including “Viet Nam Needs Tongpile a New History-book” and “Journey to
Lang Son’s Dairy” (published on overseas websitegy arrested in Hanoi as he was on his way to
the parish of Thai Ha, were a mass rally by Catisofirotesting against government policy was
taking place. He was detained at a labor camp ifDblag province. Indicted on 3 July 2009, he and
five other peacful democracy activists were chargétti conducting anti-government propaganda,
which carried a sentence of up to twelve years'risgmment.

[Sources: Human Rights Watdfiex Alert(20 August 2009); International PENalf-Yearly Caselist

To 31 December 2008.ondon 2009) 63; International PERRapid Action Network 47/0823
September 2008).]

On 25 August 2009, reportetuy Duc was dismissed from the governmental d&ii Gon Tiep Thi
for posting criticism of the USSR on his personiigbon 23 August 2009. In the offending entry
(http://www.blogosin.org), he had referred to therl Wall as a “Wall of Shame”, condemned the
USSR'’s “purges” in East Germany, and called the RIS$h occupation force...that deprived people
of their basic rights”.

[Source: Reporters without Borders, “Newspaper ses Reporter over Blog Entry Critical of
Soviet Union” (31 August 2009).]

On 28 August 2009, journalistham Doan Trang editor ofTuan Vietnaman online weekly that is
a component of Vietnamnet, Vietham’s most populaws websitewas arrested. On 27 July 2009,
she wrote an article in which she had criticizedn@ls role during the partition of Vietnam in 1954.
In the past, she had condemned China’s territol@ins in the South China Sea.

[Source: Reporters without Bordelgex Alert(2 September 2009).]
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YEMEN

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2003.



Network of Concerned Historian&nnual Report 20085eptember 2009) 108

ZAMBIA

LastAnnual Reporentry: —.

In 2008, it was reported that access to public igesh including public records, was restricted by
chapter 175 of the National Archives Act and alldwaly at the archive director’s discretion.
[Source: Article 195peaking Out for Free ExpressifWWW-text; 2008).]

ZIMBABWE

LastAnnual Reporentry: 2008.

Zimbabwe'’s long history of impunity for politicallyotivated crimes worsened the political crisis. In
2008, those who committed past abuses remaineddresry out further violence and other crimes.
Since 2000, the government had led an onslaugtiejudiciary that included physical and verbal
attacks against judges and bribes intended to comiipe the impatrtiality and undermine the work of
the judiciary.

[Source: Human Rights Watctorld Report 2009Washington 2009) 142.]

See alsdcthiopia.



