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HUMAN RIGHTS
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Promoting and consolidating democr acy

Commission on Human Rights resolution 2000/47
The Commission on Human Rights,

Bearing in mind the purposes and principles of the Charter ofthited Nations, and reaffirming that
one of the basic aims of the United Nations isrtinpte and encourage respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all, without distinctianta race, colour, sex, language or religion, jwalitor other
opinion, national or social origin, property, digd, birth or other status,

Recalling its resolution 1999/57 of 27 April 1999 on proneatiof the right to democracy,

Reaffirming the indissoluble link between human rights as gnetl in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and in the international human rigigtaties and the foundation of any democratic $pcie

Recalling that all peoples have the right of self-determaratby virtue of which they can freely
determine their political status and freely purthedr economic, social and cultural development,

Recalling also that in the Vienna Declaration and Programme dfolcadopted in June 1993 by the
World Conference on Human Rights (A/CONF.157/28)¢commended that priority be given to national an
international action to promote democracy, develepnand human rights,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 53/243 of 13 SepteriB6® containing the Declaration
and Programme of Action for a Culture of Peace,

Reaffirming its commitment to the process of democratizatio8tates, and recognizing that
democracy, development and respect for human raggidfundamental freedoms are interdependent and
mutually reinforcing, and that democracy is basedhe freely expressed will of the people to deteentheir
own political, economic, social and cultural sysseamd their full participation in all aspects ogithlives,

Reaffirming also that good governance, including through transparand accountability, is
indispensable for building peaceful, prosperousdarocratic societies,

Aware of the crucial importance of active involvementofil society in processes of governance that
affect the life of people,

Recalling commitments undertaken by Member States for tbenption of democracy and the rule of
law, within the framework of the United Nations awttier international organizations,

Welcoming measures such as resolution 1080 of the OrgamizafiAmerican States,
decision 141/XXXV of the Organization of African itywand the Moscow Document on the Human Dimension
adopted in 1991 by the Conference for Security@odperation in Europe, which commit member Staies t
take certain steps in the event of an interruptibdemocratic government, as well as the 1991 idarar
Commonwealth Declaration which commits membersitmiémental democratic principles,

Encouraged by the wish of an increasing number of countriee\aer the world to devote their energy,
means and political will to the building of demairaocieties where individuals have the opporgutdtshape
their own destiny,

Noting the initiatives taken by the countries that pgrtted in the first, second and third International
Conferences of New or Restored Democracies, hefgertively in Manila in June 1988, in Managua in
July 1994 and in Bucharest in September 1997,

Noting that the Fourth International Conference of NeviRestored Democracies is scheduled to be

held in Cotonou, Benin, in December 2000, theatiite taken by Poland to host a meeting of Govenisne
committed to the democratic path in Warsaw in R0@0, as well as the initiative of the Governmefi¥iali to
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host in Bamako, in 2000, following the Final Deealidon adopted in September 1999 in Moncton, Canaga,
the Eighth Summit of the International Organizatidithe Francophonie, an international symposium at
ministerial level on the practices of democracyhi@ francophone areas,

1. Calls upon States:

€)) To consolidate democracy through the promotioplofalism, the protection of human rights
and fundamental freedoms, maximizing the partidgpedf individuals in decision-making and the deyghent
of competent and public institutions, includingiadependent judiciary, effective and accountabdgslature
and public service and an electoral system thatresgeriodic, free and fair elections;

(b) To promote, protect and respect all human rights fundamental freedoms, in particular:

0] Freedom of thought, conscience, religion, beliehgeful assembly and association,
as well as freedom of expression, freedom of opinémd free, independent and
pluralistic media;

(i) The rights of persons belonging to national, ethr@tigious or linguistic minorities,
including the right freely to express, preserve dadelop their identity without any
discrimination and in full equality before the law;

(iii) The rights of indigenous people;
(iv) The rights of children, the elderly and personsgitysical or mental disabilities;
(v) By actively promoting gender equality with the adfrachieving full equality
between men and women;
(vi) By considering becoming parties to internationahhu rights instruments;
(vii) By fulfilling their obligations under internationhbiman rights instruments to which

they are parties;

(© To strengthen the rule of law by:
0] Ensuring equality before the law and equal prodectinder the law;
(i) Ensuring the right to liberty and security of perstw equal access to justice, and to

be brought promptly before a judge or other offi@ethorized by law to exercise
judicial power in the case of detention, to avaiiteary arrest;

(iii) Guaranteeing the right to a fair trial;

(iv) Ensuring due process of law and the right to beyred innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law;

(v) Promoting continuously the independence and iniegfithe judiciary and, by means
of appropriate education, selection, support alutation of resources, strengthening
its capacity to render justice with fairness arfitiency, free from improper or
corrupt outside influence;

(vi) Guaranteeing that persons who are deprived of libeity are treated with humanity
and dignity;
(vii) Ensuring appropriate civil and administrative refaedind criminal sanctions for

violations of human rights, as well as effectivetprtion for human rights defenders;

(viii) Including information on human rights obligationstiaining for civil servants, police
forces and the military;
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(ix) Ensuring that the military remains accountablegmdcratically elected civilian
government;
(d) To develop, nurture and maintain an electoralesyghat provides for the free and fair

expression of the people’s will through genuine padodic elections, in particular by:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Ensuring the right of everyone to take part ingbgernment of his/her country,
directly or through freely chosen representatives;

Guaranteeing the right freely to vote and to betetbin a free and fair process at
regular intervals, by universal and equal suffragesn to multiple parties, conducted
by secret ballot;

Taking measures as appropriate to address theseepiagion of under-represented
segments of society;

Ensuring, through legislation, institutions and tmetisms, the freedom to form
democratic political parties as well as transpayear fairness of the electoral
process, including through appropriate accessndsand free, independent and
pluralistic media;

(e To create and improve the legal framework ana:ssary mechanisms for enabling the wide
participation of members of civil society - indivals, groups and associations - in the developwfent

democracy, by:

0] Respecting the diversity of society by promotingaasations, dialogue structures,
mass media and their interaction as a means ofgitrening and developing
democracy;

(i) Fostering, through education and other means, awaseand respect for democratic
values;

(iii) Encouraging the exercise of the right to form, jaird participate in
non-governmental organizations, associations asggoincluding trade unions;

(iv) Guaranteeing mechanisms for the involvement of satiety in processes of
governance and developing cooperation between #thbrities and non-
governmental organizations;

(v) Providing or improving the legal and administratii@mework for non-governmental,
community-based and other civil society organizatjo

(vi) Promoting active civil education and education amhn rightsjnter alia by
organizations of civil society;

® To strengthen democracy through good governayce b

0] Improving the transparency of public institutiomglgolicy-making procedures and
enhancing the accountability of public officials;

(i) Taking legal, administrative and political measuagainst corruption, disclosing it
and punishing all those involved in acts of cortupbf public officials;

(iii) Bringing government closer to the people by appeaterevels of devolution;

(iv) Promoting the widest possible public access tori&tion about the activities of

national and local authorities, as well as ensuaicgess by all to administrative
remedies, without discrimination;
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(v) Fostering high levels of competence, ethics anfepsionalism within the civil
service, and its cooperation with the pubiliter alia by providing appropriate
training to the civil service;

(9) To strengthen democracy by promoting sustaindél@lopment, in particular by:

0] Taking effective measures aimed at the progressiakzation of economic, social
and cultural rights, such as the right to educagind the right to a standard of living
adequate for health and well-being, including foddthing, housing and medical
care and necessary social services, individualtithrough international cooperation;

(i) Also taking effective measures aimed at overcorsogal inequalities and
eliminating poverty;

(iii) Promoting economic freedom and pursuing activecpsito provide opportunities
for productive employment and sustainable livelithoo

(iv) Ensuring equal access to economic opportunitiesegaodl pay and other rewards for
work of equal value;

(v) Creating a legislative and regulatory frameworkweétview to promoting sound and
sustainable economic development;

(h) To enhance social cohesion and solidarity by:

0] Developing and strengthening institutional and ediooal capabilities, at local and
national levels, to mediate conflicts, to resolispdtes peacefully, and to prevent and
eliminate the use of violence in addressing sokietsions and disagreements;

(i) Improving social protection systems and workingdods ensuring basic social
services for all;

(iii) Encouraging social dialogue and tripartite coopenatvith respect to labour relations
among government, trade unions and employer orgtoies, as reflected in the
International Labour Organization core Conventions;

2. Requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissiof@rHuman Rights and human
rights mechanisms of the Commission and the Subffliesion on the Promotion and Protection of Human
Rights to pay due attention, within their mandateshe content of paragraph 1;

3. Also requests the United Nations High Commissioner for Humanhgsgin her report to the
Commission at its fifty-seventh session, to reffactgress on the implementation of the presentuéso;

4. Further requests the Secretary-General and the High Commissionbritm the present
resolution to the attention of member States, drepetent United Nations organs and intergovernnhanth
non-governmental organizations and to disseminate the widest possible basis;

5. Decides to continue consideration of the matter at ityfffeventh session under the same
agenda item.
62nd meeting
25 April 2000

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 45 votes to none,
with 8 abstentions. See chap. XI.]

page 4



