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2025 113 Vatican —
Dear Colleagues,

Armenian historians and related professionals ask you to sign a petition to protest the fact that very
recently a Vatican-supported conference was held at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome that
served as a platform for the denial of the historical presence of the Armenian Church in Azerbaijan and

for the appropriation of its monuments.

Please sign the petition here before 17 April 2025, preferably in your professional capacity.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W_BTIluAuP1bAyKj6Z0kCxjSMEjEEuZLE-
ZKTrGOQQAU/edit?usp=sharing

Statement on the Vatican’s Complicity in Azerbaijan’s Falsification and Erasure of the Armenian

Church History and Heritage

On April 10, 2025, the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome hosted a conference titled
“Christianity in Azerbaijan: History and Modernity.” It was organized by the Baku International
Multiculturalism Center, the Bakikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology of the National Academy
of Sciences of Azerbaijan, the Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the Holy See, and the
Albanian-Udi Christian Religious Community.

This event served not as an academic endeavor but as a platform for pseudo-scholarly revisionism. It
advanced state-sponsored narratives aimed at erasing the historical presence of the Armenian Church
and appropriating its monuments by falsely attributing them to the ancient Caucasian Albanians — an
entirely different people unrelated to modern Albanians of Europe. The true aim was clear: to
delegitimize the indigenous roots of Armenians and portray them as foreign to their own ancestral

lands.
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The papers presented were part of a well-documented, decades-long propaganda campaign aimed at
distorting the millennia-old legacy of the Armenian Church — on Armenian soil now occupied by a
regime with a proven record of cultural eradication. These falsifications are far from being benign
errors of scholarship but stand as deliberate acts of historical aggression. They come less than two
years after Azerbaijan’s nine-month inhuman blockade and then genocidal assault on Nagorno-
Karabakh in September 2023, which resulted in the ethnic cleansing of 120,000 indigenous Christian
Armenians. This atrocity followed the 44-Day War of 2020, when Azerbaijan, supported by foreign
mercenaries affiliated with ISIS and Al-Qaeda, launched an unprovoked offensive targeting civilians

and religious sites—including the Ghazanchetsots Cathedral in Shushi.

Azerbaijan’s assault on Armenian cultural heritage is nothing new. It is part of a long-standing policy
of cultural genocide modeled on Turkey’s example that has been carried out everywhere on its
territory. The most outstanding examples were offered between 1990 and 2009, when some 10,000
khachkars—sacred Armenian cross-stones—were razed in Julfa, Nakhichevan, in what UNESCO and

scholars have called one of the worst acts of cultural destruction in the 21st century.

What makes this episode uniquely alarming is the Vatican's glaring complicity. The conference
enjoyed the full knowledge—and in some cases, participation—of high-ranking Vatican officials.
These included Fr. Mark Lewis, S.J., Rector of the Pontifical Gregorian University; Cardinal Claudio
Gugerotti, Prefect of the Dicastery for the Eastern Churches; and Bishop Vladimir Fekete, Prefect of

the Apostolic Prefecture of Azerbaijan.

While Azerbaijan’s use of denialist propaganda is expected, it is unacceptable that such revisionism
was allowed to take root within a major academic institution of the Holy See. Conferences like this
have long been staged in Baku for propaganda purposes, and this happened to be the twelfth
conference on the subject. But to host one in Rome, under the Vatican’s auspices, lends a false

legitimacy to lies that serve a genocidal agenda.

In a letter sent to the conference, Cardinal Gugerotti — himself a noted Armenologist — shamefully
parroted Azerbaijani regime talking points. He made no mention of the hundreds of Armenian
churches, cemeteries, and cultural monuments under occupation or the regime’s current efforts to erase
their Armenian identity. Instead, he sang the praises of Azerbaijan as “a crossroads of peoples and
faiths,” and invoked the “Christian tradition ... preserved in the era of Caucasian Albania,” suggesting
that “sacred monuments, churches, manuscripts and memories” represent “the soul of a people who
knew how to honor God.” Not only is this narrative historically false — its whitewashing of the

historical record is deeply offensive, as well as morally reprehensible in light of recent crimes.



The conference itself was cloaked in secrecy, announced publicly only the day before it occurred. Its
proceedings were not made available online, nor was any list of speakers or participants published —
an affront to all norms of transparency in academic life. This deliberate opacity suggests that both
organizers and Vatican officials were fully aware of the conference’s disingenuous objectives and

sought to minimize public scrutiny.

This event is part of Azerbaijan’s relentless campaign of cultural genocide, following the ethnic
cleansing of Artsakh [Nagorno-Karabakh] and state-sponsored hate speech calling for the erasure of
Armenia. The regime’s rhetoric — referring to the Republic of Armenia as “Western Azerbaijan”— is
not empty talk. It is paired with a systematic policy of violence, denial, and erasure, backed by a

military and financial apparatus committed to Armenophobia.

The Vatican’s decision to collaborate with such a regime is not just a moral failure—it is an alarming
betrayal of its own foundational values. It is a grave scandal that undermines the Holy See’s credibility
as a voice for peace, justice, and the dignity of persecuted peoples. It also betrays the profound
spiritual and historical bonds that have long united the Armenian people and the Catholic Church. That
bond is now threatened by political expediency and material gain: the Vatican has cultivated
increasingly close financial ties with the authoritarian regime of Azerbaijan in recent years. As
documented by /rpiMedia, Azerbaijan has funded restoration projects at the Roman catacombs, the
Vatican Museums, the Vatican Apostolic Library, and even St. Peter’s Basilica. In February 2020,
Mehriban Aliyeva — spouse of Ilham Aliyev and Vice President of Azerbaijan — was awarded the
Order of Pope Pius IX, the highest Papal order of knighthood. The Vatican’s decision to honor the

representative of such a regime has rightly provoked international outrage.

The involvement of senior Vatican officials in an act that effectively legitimizes cultural genocide
against Armenia—the world’s first Christian nation—is a demonstration of profound moral
bankruptcy. It stands in stark contradiction to the core Christian values of justice, truth, and solidarity,
as well as the historic fraternal ties that have long united the Armenian people and the Holy See.

We, the undersigned, call on the international community to unequivocally condemn the Vatican’s
decision to host this conference on its premises—in the wake of the brutal ethnic cleansing of 120,000

Christian Armenians.

Furthermore, we urge the Armenian Apostolic, Catholic, and Protestant Churches, along with their
parishes around the world, the Armenian government, institutions both in Armenia and throughout the
Diaspora, and all Armenian organizations and political parties globally, to take a firm and united
stand: declare Cardinal Claudio Gugerotti, Fr. Mark Lewis, and Bishop Vladimir Fekete personae

non gratae. Through their participation in, or complicity with, this act of historical falsification and



moral betrayal, they have forfeited any standing or welcome among the Armenian faithful. They must
not be permitted to set foot in Armenia, nor be received in any Armenian church, institution, or

community.

This is not merely a political or academic issue—it is a moral and spiritual crisis. Silence and inaction

are no longer options.



