Network of Concerned Historians NCH

Campaigns
Year Year Circular | Country Name
original | follow-
up
2026 116 Poland Grzegorz Rossolinski-Liebe
Announcement

German-Polish historian Grzegorz Rossolinski-Liebe became the target of attacks (hate messages and
personal threats) after the publication of his critical 2024 book on Polish mayors and the Holocaust.

Please sign the open letter on his behalf, preferably in your professional capacity.

You can find the open letter below and the link for signing it here.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Nvpu337crto_IR0c_1glukltjVgBOGmAGHaaVw571U/edi
t?hl=de&pli=1&tab=t.0

An Open Letter in Defense of Academic Freedom and the Historian Grzegorz Rossolinski-Liebe

We, the undersigned, protest against the state-sponsored defamatory attacks on the German-Polish
Holocaust historian Grzegorz Rossolinski-Liebe and the ongoing campaign of intimidation against
scholars and academic freedom in Poland and Germany. Following the publication of his scholarly
book on Polish mayors and the Holocaust in the General Government, Grzegorz Rossolinski-Liebe
became the target of coordinated attacks by the Polish government, the Institute of National
Remembrance, the Polish Embassy in Berlin, the Kulski Foundation, the Polish Academy of Sciences

and several right-wing journalists.

The campaign began in August 2024, when the Kulski Foundation demanded that De Gruyter
Publishing House refrain from publishing the book because its cover includes a photograph of
Warsaw’s wartime mayor Julian Kulski. At the same time, the former Polish Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki, Polish right-wing journalists and others claimed that the book sought to “blame the Poles
for the Holocaust,” a narrative amplified by then-Institute of National Remembrance director Karol

Nawrocki, presently the Polish president, in a post on X.


https://www.degruyterbrill.com/document/doi/10.1515/9783110750065/html?lang=de&srsltid=AfmBOooufKojEcWBDuKGQ1iWLJpz9hoLNWASXq8EFWhk1GaUhPLG6bkm
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Nvpu337crto_IR0c_1glukltjVgBOGmAGHaaVw57lU/edit?hl=de&pli=1&tab=t.0
https://wpolityce.pl/historia/701347-premier-morawiecki-specjalnie-dla-wpolitycepl-ostrzega?fbclid=IwY2xjawPRuy5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBvaE5kVHlsRDdueWRkeFI4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHhgpN4LSO_NADhpOzCVkHRURWA2MfaZdIbNc5mJJVp6yhITn4ttq99VG6C7G_aem_k3AgMYSR36RvXPRcT9Qtvw
https://wpolityce.pl/historia/701347-premier-morawiecki-specjalnie-dla-wpolitycepl-ostrzega?fbclid=IwY2xjawPRuy5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBvaE5kVHlsRDdueWRkeFI4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHhgpN4LSO_NADhpOzCVkHRURWA2MfaZdIbNc5mJJVp6yhITn4ttq99VG6C7G_aem_k3AgMYSR36RvXPRcT9Qtvw
https://x.com/NawrockiKn/status/1825900706684969067?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1825900706684969067%7Ctwgr%5E8bf61ca4a97842503d056bea31dbaa4d27a8928f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.berliner-zeitung.de%2Fnews%2Fholocaust-veranstaltung-in-berlin-abgesagt-polnischer-botschafter-soll-interveniert-haben-li.10005908

In November 2025, the Institute of National Remembrance published a 47-page “review” of the book,
in which it repeated the claims of Polish president Nawrocki and Polish right-wing milieus. The Polish
ambassador to Berlin Jan Tombinski, meanwhile, intimidated the organizers of a book talk at the
Topographie des Terrors, which subsequently was indefinitely postponed by the organizers. This led
to further defamation, including a hostile video by YouTube channel Kanat Zero, which has over 2
million subscribers. Hate messages and personal threats on social media against Grzegorz Rossolinski-
Liebe followed. The situation was escalated further by the Kulski Foundation, which wrote a public
letter against the book and institutions that dare to organize a book talk. After collecting over 150
signatures of academics, World War II veterans and public persons, the Kulski Foundation convinced

the Polish Academy of Sciences to publish the letter on their Facebook account.

Grzegorz Rossolinski-Liebe’s book is based on many years of thorough archival research. The book
explains how Polish mayors acted during the German occupation of Poland and argues that Polish
mayors collaborated with the German occupiers. Within academia, there is ongoing debate over what
constitutes “collaboration” and how the concept should be defined; no scholarly consensus exists. This
book offers one perspective within that broader debate. Even where one may disagree with aspects of
its framing or conclusions, such disagreements must be addressed through academic discussion, not
through unsubstantiated and generalized attacks. The actions of those attacking the book aim to
suppress scholarly debate, intimidate researchers, and promote a nationalist interpretation of World

War II and the Holocaust.

Hate mail and threats against scholars — simply because they advance a historical interpretation with
which others disagree — are never acceptable. Such campaigns against academic work constitute a
serious threat to academic freedom and democratic values. Regardless of one’s position on the

author’s arguments, it is essential that the academic community stand united on this principle.
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https://czasopisma.ipn.gov.pl/index.php/pjs/article/view/2761/2734
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4lYFde4sM0
https://fundacjakulskich.org.pl/en/over-130-polish-public-figures-appeal-for-historical-truth/
https://fundacjakulskich.org.pl/en/over-130-polish-public-figures-appeal-for-historical-truth/

