
Curriculum Vitae 

 

Personal Information 

Name:    Ruben Zeeman 

Date of birth:  09 July 1996 

Phone (cell):  +1. 646.841.39.59 

E-mail:  Rubenzeeman96@hotmail.com/rubenzeeman.nch@hotmail.com 

 

Education 

2022-2024 M.A., Comparative History in Vienna, Central European University, with 

distinction 

2020-2021  Pre-M.A., Modern European Philosophy in Leiden, University of Leiden 

2017-2020  B.A., History in Groningen, University of Groningen, with distinction 

 

Publications 

2027 “Burning Historical Works.” In De Baets, A. (ed.). The Palgrave Handbook 

of Attacks on History. London: Palgrave Macmillan, [2027]. 

2026 “Censorship of History: A Global Impression.” On Education 23 (2026). 

2026 “Introduction: Transnational History Education and Backsliding 

Democracy.” In Zeeman, R. (ed.). Censorship and Self-Censorship in History 

Education: A Comparative Approach. Vienna: Central European University 

Press, [2026]. 

2026 (ed.). Censorship and Self-Censorship in History Education: A Comparative 

Approach to Backsliding Democracies. Vienna: Central European University 

Press, [2026]. 

2024  Moenandar, S-J. & R. Zeeman. “‘Ik ken ook geen allochtonen.’ De 

representatie van integratie en identiteit in het werk van Sevtap Baycılı.” 

Spiegel der Letteren 66, no.1 (2024): 1-21. doi: 10.2143/SDL.66.1.0000000. 

[in Dutch; “‘I Do Not Know Any Allochtones’: Representations of 

Integration and Identity in the Work of Sevtap Baycılı”] 

2019  “Kunstenaar van het paradijs: De plaats van H.N. Werkman in de 

herinneringscultuur.” Stad & Lande, no. 2 (2019): 38-42. [in Dutch; “Artist 

of Paradise: The Position of H.N. Werkman in the Culture of 

Remembrance”] 

 



Functions 

2020-present  Co-editor of the international Network of Concerned Historians, 

http://www.concernedhistorians.org 

2024 Teaching Assistant for prof. Michael Ignatieff’s graduate-level course 

History as a Narrative Art at the Central European University, Vienna 

2023-2024 Translator for the Collective for Historical Memory and Dialogue, 

Colombo, Sri Lanka 

 

Teaching 

2024 Guest Lecturer on Experimental Histories for the graduate course Thesis 

Workshop at the Central European University 

2024 Lecturer on Narrative in the 21st Century: Political Revisionism and Environmental 

Collapse as part of the graduate course History as a Narrative Art at the 

Central European University 

2024 Lecturer on Theories of Narrative as part of the graduate course History as a 

Narrative Art at the Central European University 

2024 Creator of a 6-week and 12-week syllabus for the graduate course History 

as a Narrative Art at the Central European University 

2022 Guest Lecturer on Cultural Heritage Protection for the graduate course New 

Technologies in Archaeology at the Hellenic University of Thessaloniki. 

 

Awards 

2024 Shortlisted for the Peter Hanák Prize for Best Graduate Thesis 

2024 Recipient of the Austrian Merit-based Scholarship Grant 

2023 Recipient of the Central European University Presidential Scholars Award 

2022 Selected as the “22 for ’22: Original Stories That Made the Year” by the 

History News Network 

2022-2024 Recipient of the Central European University Master’s Scholarship 

2020 Nominated for the Mr. Hugo Weiland Prize for Best Graduate and 

Undergraduate Thesis 

 

Conferences 

2024 Invited expert at History in Crisis(es)?, the Annual Conference of the 

Council of Europe’s Observatory of History Teaching and Education 

2024  Panelist on Narrative Literacy of Historical Testimony and Time as part of the 

panel Narrative Complexity and Tolerance for Ambiguity at the Annual 

Conference of the International Society for the Study of Narrative (ISSN) 

at Newcastle University. 

http://www.concernedhistorians.org/


2023 Student presenter on Where Was 1989? An Unnatural Narrative Approach to 

Comparative History at the Winter school The Limits of Narrative at the 

University of Groningen. 

2021  Elie Wiesel – Martin Luther King Jr. Scholar at the Annual ISGAP-Oxford 

Summer Institute for Curriculum Development in Critical Antisemitism Studies at 

Oxford University 

2021 Participant of the Summer school Disruptive Narratives: Re-Constructing the 

Truth in the Age of Multimodal Propaganda at the Central European University 

2021 Participant and co-organizer of the Winter school Narrative and Knowledge 

at the University of Groningen 

2020  Participant of the Winter school Stories to Live By: Narrative and Identity at 

the University of Groningen 

 

Public Articles 

2023  “A (Re)Turn to Cultural Genocide: Insights from the Network of 

Concerned Historians’ Annual Report,” Histories at Risk (28 September 

2023). 

2023 Boechat Machado, J. & R. Zeeman, “Censoring History Education Goes 

Hand in Hand with Democratic Backsliding,” History News Network (op-

ed; 19 March 2023). 

2023 “Suppression of Public Commemoration is an Early Warning of 

Authoritarian Abuse of History,” History News Network (op-ed; 26 February 

2023). 

2022 “Around the World, Censorship of Historians is Tied to Attacks on 

Democracy.” History News Network (op-ed; 25 September 2022) [selected 

as the “22 for ’22: original stories that made the year”] 

2022 “Regimes Around the World Are Manipulating History and Threatening 

Historians.” History News Network (op-ed; 5 June 2022). 

2022 De Baets, A. & R. Zeeman, “Historians Respond to Putin’s Rewriting of 

the Past.” Mayday Magazine (May 2022): 34-35. 

 

Talks and Interviews 

2024 Invited discussion partner for the panel Academia and Democracy: Why is 

Freedom of Inquiry Essential for a Democratic Political Culture, as part of the Zeit 

Stiftung Bucerius series Protecting Academic Freedom. 

2023 “Roundtables on ‘Censorship in History Education’ Address Academic 

Freedom,” interview with Julie Potter for Central European University 

News. 

https://historiesatrisk.com/ruben-zeeman/
https://historiesatrisk.com/ruben-zeeman/
http://hnn.us/article/185267
http://hnn.us/article/185267
http://hnn.us/article/185105
http://hnn.us/article/185105
http://hnn.us/article/184003
http://hnn.us/article/184003
https://historynewsnetwork.org/article/183300
https://historynewsnetwork.org/article/183300
https://www.zeit-stiftung.de/themen/thema/41-diskussionsreihe--protecting-academic-freedom--
https://www.ceu.edu/article/2023-11-13/roundtables-censorship-history-education-address-academic-freedom
https://www.ceu.edu/article/2023-11-13/roundtables-censorship-history-education-address-academic-freedom


2022 Invited speaker on The Network of Concerned Historians at the fifth meeting 

of the Histories at Risk Network. 

2022 “The Death of History,” interview with Richard Levick for the In House 

Warrior Podcast [38 minutes] 

2019 “Students find unlikely hero for ‘Open Jewish Houses’ event,” interview 

with Şilan Çelebi of the Ukrant newspaper of the University of Groningen, 

together with Theunis Holthuis 

2019 “Open Joodse Huizen: 'De kinderen moeten de Joodse verhalen ook 

beluisteren',” interview with Marcel Looden of the Dagblad van het Noorden 

newspaper, together with Hannah van der Plaat. [in Dutch; “Open Jewish 

Houses: ‘Children also Need to Hear the Jewish Stories’] 

 

Research Interests 

Global/Transnational History; Empires & Colonialism; Postcolonialism; Conceptual History; Narratology.  

 

Languages 

Active: Dutch (native), English; passive: French, German, Russian, Latin; elementary: Persian. 

 

https://www.levick.com/podcast/ruben-zeeman-network-of-concerned-historians/
https://ukrant.nl/students-find-unlikely-hero-for-open-jewish-houses-event/?lang=en
https://dvhn.nl/groningen/Open-Joodse-Huizen-De-kinderen-moeten-de-Joodse-verhalen-ook-beluisteren-24415266.html
https://dvhn.nl/groningen/Open-Joodse-Huizen-De-kinderen-moeten-de-Joodse-verhalen-ook-beluisteren-24415266.html
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